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In just the first weekef this monthpver 200 confirmed tornadoes raked the SoutherioRefthe
NationalWeather Servickom Texas to Georgia. Although these storms claiatethl ofl6 lives,

all Southern Region offices involved provided timalyd accurate warnisgvhich sibstantialy
limited the number of deaths that might have been adsdamdth such an exceptional outbreak.
Oneof the fiist of the tonadoesrated B, hit the Jakson, Tenesseeraa justbefore midnight on
May 4. Elevenpeople were killed in and around Jackson ruracommunites to the suthwest.
WFO Memphis issued timely warningsdevee weatker statenents, gving thepublic a B-minute
lead time to the first report of the tornado.

On May 8 the Oklahoma Cityuburb community of Mooreag hit hardby atornado &5:10 pm.
Also an F4, the tornado ironicallynoved along the exact path followed ttne deastatingF5
tornadoin May 1999. Remarkahlylespite the rush-hour tfaf on highways, the destruction of
about300 homes and damage to another 1500, no deatkglirectlyelated to this tornadaVFO
Norman’stornadowarning gave the public a 2iinute lead-time for actionn addition, 2 %2 hours
beforethe tornado struck the Norman staff conducted alld5 minute briefing of thevolving
weatherconditions across all ten of its NOAA weatherioaansmitters. That was followed by
continuoudive broadcasts to residents asst@mtouched down and ippedthroughthe area. The
WFO received numesus &colades from their listeners regarditige broadcasts, which no doubt
contributedto keeping residents informed and otiharm’sway of the dagerous conditions. On
thefollowing dayOklahomaCity was impacte@gain ly astrong érnadothis one tackingacross
thenorthern portionsf thecity. Unfortuinatelyone persn was kiled and 1@thers ijured, dspite
warning from WFONorman vhich provded an gerag leadime of 28 nnutes.



http://www.srh.noaa.gov/
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/html/topics.html

As if tornadoes were nenough, massive flooding took its toll across centraleastiern sections
of the Southern Region, killing four people. Thdesd inCannon County, Tennessee an May 5and
anothedied in Wayne Countylennessee dviay 6. The CWFAs mostimpacted Bgoding were
WFOsNashville, Morristown, Huntsville, Birmingham, and Atlanta. The$ees issued nedy
500 flood-related watches, warngngnd statements during just the four-gagiod of May 58.

Giventhe intesity, frequecy, and gegraghical extat of the gents of he lastwo weels,the news
in terms of human impact could have been so much worse itveat for the exemplary skill and
dedicationof our WFOand RFC sfés. Timeand time gain acuratewarning of hazardos
conditionsgave the public and our haable parhers enagh timeto prepae and espond. A
Southern Region emploge can take great pride in thigibs done exceptionally well.

TORRENTIAL RAINSINPUERTO RICO. Puerto Rico was not left out of significant weather
eventdast month either, as extremely tgaainsin the 50 to 100 yeaeturn periodange covered
the island. On April 17 between 12 to 16 inches fell in just 12 hours indinéy of EI Yunque.
It's notwithout reason after all th#tey call it a national naforest. Elsewhere rains of nea2
inches éll in two days. Flashlboding was commorand waning lea times exceded 2 hors.

SPRINGTIMEIN TEXAS. On the font pa@ of last nenth’sTopicswecommented on a “train”
of three supercells which struck the northern tiecamfntiesin the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex
with basebaisize hali on April 5. Laest estimies indicge the lage hailcaused taleast$800
million in property danmge across northerrafrantand Dallas counties. During this outbreak of
severeweathe therewere 43separte seveg weatler evets in tre Fort Woth WFO area of
responsibility. TheWFO's POD was 1.00 and theerag lead tine on wanings wa 31 minuts.

ADMINISTRATOR’'SAWARDS. Congratulations to the following National Weather Service
Southern [Rgion ecipients of this yar's NDAA Administratots Awards:

David Sharp, SOO WFO Melbourne - Fdnis exceptional innovatioand sciatific leadershp in
applyingreseach resuis to impove thecommunication of hazardous weather information to the
citizens of east-central Florida.

Bruce Sherbon, forecaster WFO Tulsa - Forwdoping and producing the trainirtgpe, “An
Overviewof theNWS UpperAir Progam,” whch has ben distriluted toall NWS U/A sites. The
tape is also used as part of the NWSTC upper-air trainingeour

Armando Garza (MIC) andM ar co Bohor quez, Douglas Streu andT er esa Del_and, NWS staff,
FAA AcademyOklahoma City - For smgficant improvement adiviation weatheservices provided
to pilots nationwide by the FAA spatists they have trained.

The awards were presedt| a ceremonin Washington, D.C. on May 6.
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MBA KUDOS. WFO Midland MIC RayFagen was readly selected byhe faculty in the School
of Busines at The Wiversity of Texas ofthe Perman Basin as the Co-Outstanding Master of
Business Administration graduate for 2002-2003. Conglations, Ray, on this significant
achievenent. Ray, who begn his MBA studies in 1999, was recognizedHy university at an
HonorsConvocation in mid-April, and again at th& Annual Scool of Business Honors and
RecognitionCeremonyn May 2. This is Ray second Masterdegree - he previousdarned an
MS in computer sdence & Johns Hopkins University.

FP

wn

SOUTHERN REGION IFPSVISION. Over 100 votes were cast for the $FR$ Vision. Two
submissiongout of 43 garrered themostvotes, and they combinedrfeetly to fom theSR IFPS
Vision: "YourPin-Point NWS Forecasts for the 21st Century. Yeay. Wheneweyou want them."
Congratulationsto Clay Andeson fom WFO Augin/San Antanio and Mak Fax from WFO
Amarillo for their submissions which led to the SR IFPS Vision.

ARKANSASEMSGET IFPSBRIEFING. WFO little Rock SOO Ciis Buoranno andVCM
JohnRobinson attended the Arkan$epartment of Emergendjanagement midgarmeetingn
March in Conway Arkan®s. Thismeetirg was attended bshany of the 75 statergergency
manages. Chris and John spolan“ An Overview of therteractivePreparation System,”iefing
the audience on the capabilities &1HS, and th@ew products that are produced §PS. The
NationalDigital Fore@st Dathase wa also intoduced. Thank wyu, John an€hris.

IFPSMETHODOLOGY TRAINING WORKSHOPS. All four planned IFPSMethadology
workshopshave now been completed. The valaatontent bared ad discussd at thee
workshops has beemade aailable m-line 4d:
http://www-md.fsl.noaa.gov/IFPS/20031FPSmethodologyWorkshop4.html

Thanksagain, not onlyto the workshop planners, but to all gites thatontributed their ideas
toward tlese suaessful wokshops.

Futureworkshops to allow us to continue aoldresdFPSissues are being discussed, and are

includedin the training budget for next fiscal year. These workshops mdye offered either as
stand-alone workshops, or as part of otheloread/sub-regional gatheriag Stay tuned!
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CLIMATE, WATER AND WEATHER DIVISON

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES BRANCH

SMG BRIEFS COLUMBIA ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BOARD. The Spacdight
Meteordogy Group (SM5) brieed the ColmbiaAccident Investigtion Board CAIB) regarding
WSR-88Ddata on March 28, 200RichardLafosse and Tim Garnpresented a brief introduction
to WSR-88D operations andtda andthen presented examples of the debris "plumeY bgehe
radargn east Texas and Louisiana on keloy 1,2003. Tim Oranand Frank Brodglso attended.
Thebriefing was given at theequest ofCAIB "Group 3" that focuses on post-flight aspects of the
investigation.

TheSMG briefing emphasized tleapabilities othe WSR-88D and its design to detect rain, making
it not necessarily idé for detecting largdebris. However, the Board was irtgted n the long
lived debris plume and speculated on the composdfdie paitles which were tracked lize
weatheradarsacrosstie southastern ates. SM@utilized theWeatheEvent Simuitor (WES)
software to present the WSR-88D data.

More CAB information is awilable 4 www.caib.us

NON-EMERGENCY CEM AGREEMENT WITH WFO ALBUQUERQUE. Lastmonth
WFO Albuquegue and ta stateof New Mexico entered into an agreerhéor the forecast office
to disseminate non-weather-relatédl emergencynessages (CEM) on NOAA Weatliadio and
throughAWIPS. New Mexico Department of Public Safeibinet secretarljohn Denko signed
for the sate, whie Bill Proenza siged on bkalf of tre NWS.

Beforethe signing ceremonyohn Denk@and MIC Charlie iles discussewith local media how

this procedue wouldwork, thebenefis to the pepleof NewMexico, and how imperative it is for
all of our government ageies to work togetheat all levels for the protection of tipeople of our

nation.

WFO AMARILLO FIRE WEATHER CUSTOMER MEETING. WFO Amaillo heldits
annualfire weather customer meeting in Mh. The customeia the meeting included the Potter
Countyfire rescue chief, Skeligwn fire chief, a representativei the National Park Servicd
LakeMeredith andiieAmarillo-Potter-RadallCountyDepartmenbf Emergencivlanagement, and
a special guest from Southwest AreaiBe@ Predictive Services Group in Albuquerque.

Seniorforecaster and GFE facpont Roland Nunez gave a presentation on the Wieather
formatteran GFE and explained to our customieosv the fire weathesroducts are created. Other
items on the agenda included addingN\&EDRS foreast for he CEDAR RAWS site at Lake
Meredith, adding an afternoon fire ather forecast, highlightinthe launch of th&NWS Spot
Fore@astReqies program, and adjusting the local Redg-Vaarning criteria to the standardized
Southwest Area Region 3 criteria.
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WFO HUNTSVILLE AND AVIATION OUTREACH. WFO Huntsville participad inthe
HuntsvilleInternational Airport Airshow 2003 in Meln. Over 50,00Qeople attended theo-day
eventdespite the unseasonalalgld ealy spring weather. The Huntsville booth was staffed by
seniorforecasterdlatt Zika and Chris Darden, K&lJohn Gordon, and intern Kurt Web@&he staff
handedout severe weather safdiyochures, promoted NWRNd responded to weather-related
guestionsdrom thousans of showattendes who stpped bythe NWS bodt. Manyindividuds
offeredpraise on V\FO Huntsville’s efforts during the past few months and vilerded to have a
new WFO in North Alabama.

WFO AUSTIN/SAN ANTONIO FIRE WEATHER OUTREACH. In March, fre weather
programleader Monte Oaks gave imef weather prsentationat Bandera, Texas, as part of a
prescribedurn training program for theSDA-National Resourcésonservation Service&Charles
Anderson,zone rangeland managemepecialist for the San Angelo ZonefiG# organizedhe
training sessiorwhich hal about 1Attendes. The presentation mainlpeered a brief overview
of met@rology and low weathe impacts apresribed bun. n-line NWSresoures werealso
presentedwith most of the emplségs on thenewly introduced MW/S Spot program and the
experimentafraphical forecasts. Some NRCS emp&s/commented that thegive alreadpeen
using the graphical forecastofn our local Web page and that ttegpreciate the awahility of
three-hour data.

STORMREADY IN CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE. In March WFO Moristown WCM
HowardWaldron andMIC Jerry McDuffieparticipated in a ceremogrtifyingHamilton Cainty
(Chattanoogas being StormRead letter along with highwasigns wer@resentetb the coaty
execuive and countyEM. Also pesent wa congessman dZch Wamp bthe Temessees 4"
District.

MEDIAINTRODUCED TOIFPS/INDFD. WFO MaristowninvitedtheTV meteorologists from
theKnoxville and Tri-Cities areas to the WFO for a presentatmcerning the chaeg involving
IFPSNDFD and G-E. SQD Stefhen Paker ard WCM HowardWaldron gae spedic briefings
to the five visitors. Théeedback was vemositive andhey werevery pleaed with the additional
information.

VIRGINIAEM MEETINGINWILLIAMSBURG. WFO Moriistown MIC JerryMcDuffieand
WCM Howard Waldron journeyed to Williamsburg, to attend thenaal Virginia Emergency
ManagemenMeeting. Howard gava pesetation about the November 10 Morgan County,
Tennesse¢ornadoes. Jerryage a short summanf some of the ptdems encountered biye
TEMA personnel based on information giventbg TEMA East director.

COUNTY EM DIRECTORSROAD SHOW. WFO Morristown MIC JerryMcDuffie and WCM
HowardWaldronvisited several afhe county emgencymanagement directors. Counties visited
includedMcMinn, Rrea, Mégs,Sequatcie, Bledsoe, and Roanessles discussed included various
weathettopics from spotter training, AMBER, expected spring and sunu@atherto ourmission
andpurpose. Of theix EM diredors visted, four are new to their jobst i$ important that they
know us ad we knowthem.
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AMBER MEETING IN NASHVILLE ON MAR 6. On March 6, WFO MorristowiWCM
HowardWaldron andVIC Jery McDuffie visited ad partigpated ina state MBER meding hed
by the Tennessee Bureau o¥éstigation (TB). WFO Nashville MIC DerideMartin headed the
NWS portion ofthe meeting.The state plan was discussed along with the fact thatadeof the
cities plan to go wth own lo@l plans. The briefing allowed other stataaa$ to know that our
NWR is the most efficient means of activatithg EAS. Further meetings in Nashville are pladne

WFO BIRMINGHAM AVIATION OUTREACH. WFO Birminghamaviation program leader
Jason Wright attended the'3Internationd Symposium on Aviation Emermgercies, "Increasing
Survivability," in March at the Miami Beach Convention Cent€his synposium wasinique in
bringingtogether around 200 senariation anéémergencgervices professionals from 15 different
countries. Some of thevorld’s nostrecognized autbrities inthese fikds gavepreserdtions. Ths
eventdeveloped aetworkof theseprofes®nals. Jasoestablibed manyontacs that cold help
benefitthe lochaviationprogram in Birmingham.

Jasoralso visited fixed basemperators at these airports: Craig FildldntgomeryDannelly keld,
Auburn-OpelikaRobert G PittsField, Moton Field, Thomas C. Russell Field, and Revees Field.
He discussé NWS aviatbn progams,and aske them tgorovide Eedbak on what ve could ddo
better seve ther aviatiln needs.

RANGERS GET SPOTTER TRAINING. U.S. forestry mployees spend much of theme
outdoorgmanagng our mtional brests. Wather stetyis a critcal pat of theirdailyoperations and
WFO Birmingham has provided safetgminars to several ranger districtsoas Alabama. To
enhanceveathe safety fore@asters Me&k RoseandMark Linhares provided thEalladega Ranger
District with its first spotter training clas3hose attending received informationsborm structure
andsynoptic patterns assotad with severgveather in the Southeast. The stepotter ass also
included information about the operations of the Birminghaectst office.

ALABAMA TORNADO DATABASE COMPLETE. Want to know the specifics oftarnado
backin 18197 1900? 2002? Forecaster Mark Linhares and MichaeisGa created such a
databason the WF@Birmingham Web sitecontaimng all Alabama tornadoes fro&819 tirough
2002. Emergacymanages have gpressedpreciaion for the databseand indicatethow much
it will help intheir opeations. Birmingham received requst from cstomers ad providel solid
customer service. Nice work.

CWSUMEMPHIS. Last month Lery Boatman from CWSU Memphis represented the National
WeatherServicein the Governor’s “Aviation Career Dayn Memphis. The event was sponsored
by the FAA and was held at the worldwide hub efl€ral Expres in Mempls. Partici@nts
includedstudetts from ten public schools in the regional area. A total tdéfif aviation-related
organizationdiad information booths set up at the event. A box lunch was prdeidééstudents,
whichwas the result of donations from the organizers. eveat isheld yedy, but from most who
participatedthis was tk best gt. The NWS was wellepresentedjsing the recentlgcquired free
standingdisplayand the cellent édoud chat providel by Souttern Region Headquarters, which
was a topic of conversation.
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NOAA WEATHER RADIO

CIBA Specialty ChemicalsDeliversWeather Radio. To celelpate conpletingthe safstquarter

in years, th&Vest Memphis, Arkansas Cilppant awaded NOAA WeatherRadio reeivers taall
250 enployeesand contactors. Plant manger Mike McFalane ded re&hing the safey
achievementas part btheir dfort to make 2003the safst year eve at the We$ Memphis
installation. In the awarderemony, MEarlaneand plansafetycoordin&or Quinta Simison als
honoredmembers the conpanys EmegencyResponsd&eam,alongwith retiing enwronment,
health,and safetgmployee Stuart Johnsdrhe award ceremortgok place in weather that made
havinga weather radio quite in keepings&ong south winttad prompted wind advisories for the
area, along with a moderatisk of severe storms.

Weather Radio Expansion Continues. Southern Region was at various stages cAN@/eather
Radio(NWR) installations last monthWFO Jacksonville will provide broadcast audio d&alual
300 watt transmitter that became operational at Pal&lkada. This NWR will serve parts of
northeatFlorida. A 100Qwvatt dual transmitter became operation@@éncerTennesee and Wil
servean aredetwea Chattanoga ad Cookevile, Tenmssee. Badcat audio ér this sitewill
originaefrom WFONashville. A second.000 wattual traasmitter vent on-& at SelmaAlabama
whereWFO Birminghan will provide weaher informaton for an area west of Montgomery. In
addition, two 1000 watt transmitters werelidered ad installel at Cisco,Texas andVarvell,
Arkansa@. These two sites are expected to begin bstdey in May The addion of April's
weathemradio transmitters brings to 18 the number of NWR stations brought on-ltaeublyen
Region this fiscal yar.

MARINE

Rip Current Information in Standar dized Product. Inresponse tdte need of NWS cuomers,
eachNWS coastidorecast offiee which povides ip current informaion was tdegindisseminating
the information via the Surf Zone Forestgroduct (SRF) on May 15. Tkerf zone s the very
narow area 6 water between the high tide léwen the beach and the seaward side chkong
waves. he April 15 PNS for te SRF at:
http:/Mww.nws.noaa.gov/om/natifications/scn03-24surf.tidentifies which offices will be
producing an SRF.

NWR MarineMessages. WFOLake Charles is workingith the local marine communitgting
homelandsecurity and ntane safetymessages over NWR.wo recent meetings have bd®sted

by the Lake Charles Pilots with NWS, USCiBe Port ofLake Charles, the CCA, and the stier
officesof Cameron and Calcasieu parishes,asd the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, local
fishingguides andthers, regarding th@areness of recreational hees andcommercial fisherman
onthe compliance of movingmporary seurity zones in the Calcasieu Watesw Themovement

of tankes thoughthe watewaycreats secuty zanes whit requies boates toavoid approaching
theship and staying &l to the side ofhe chanel. WFO Lake Charles stadé&roadcasting a notice
of this on tle local lake Chdes weahter radib. Kudos ¢ Steve Rined and hisstaff fa their hdp

in this endeavor.
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HYDROLOGIC SERVICESBRANCH

SUCCESSFUL REMOTE TEST OF SR RFC BACKUP SYSTEM. In March ABRFC
conductedasuccessful perational lackup testhat simubted condibns for a téal loss d the RFC
facility. The test was conducted BBRFC persnnel at a btel in Tulsa using a portable laptop
sydem. This test proves the utility of a pteal, low cost backuptrategy whereby an RFZovides

for operational backup themselves in their home metropolitanaraay faure scenario using any
facility with adedicated Interreonnection and voice phone line available for 24x7 NWS use. The
laptopcomputersygem ran tle riverforecat model 25imes fater thanAWIPS @smeasuredn
averageCPU time). Similar performance improvements were notedoas the board for other
applicdions.

From acold start, the system was madady br use by adrecaster in one hoand ten nmutes.
Cold start is dBned asthe sgtem havig no modeEfiles, noobservd data, ndiles of estimaed
radarpreciptation, noQPF files and not annectd to the hternet Readyfor use $ defined as a
completed rurof the etire river foreast sgtem redy for interative useby aforecater andlata
ingest/disseminatiorunning. Data ingest softwareas/improved significantljrom a pevious
ABRFCtest of a desktop backupssgm in May 2002. The chges in data ingest softwar@bght
thereceipt of observeleight data (river stagkke elevation, etc.) to an acceptdbiel of 98.6%
versushe May 2002 level d37.2%. Theest was totally succes$fas the laptopomputer system
wasable to host operations antbpide ful-featred ABR-C foreeast andyuidarce prodaets to
customersn a timelyand transparembanner. The sfem ran totally indepenaieof AWIPS. The
hydromesituatian was fairly benign dunig the test wh only light precijitation noted in tre ABRFC
areaof responsibility. Therefe, only a epresentative tdine daly river forecast, flash flood
guidanceand hylrometerological dscussionproductswere issed usingthe backp sytem.
Congraulation toABRFC for this sucessfultest.

AHPSWEBPAGE INTEGRATED WORK TEAM FORMED. NWS Headquarters has formed
ateam that will develop angrioritize the near-term and long-terngrerements/tasks to provide a
nationaly consistat, easyo navigae, coresuite of lydrologic informaton grghics on AAPSWeb
pages. Southern Region’s reggptative on the team is Kandis Boy

In thenear-term the team will specifgquirements fathe implementation of consistent national and
local Web pages at all existing AHPS locations (defined as a rivecdst point wheraforecat
hydrogaphand a probabilistic hydrolag forecast are provided on the WFO AHPS Webepag
basednthe Central Region AHPS Web page look and feethe long-term the &n will specify
requirenentsfor a phaed inplementéion of the AHPS Products and Information TeaRI(T)
report, “A Core Suite of GaphicalHydrologic Products and Information.The APT reportwill

be finalized and released sometime this summer.
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The Office of Hydrologic Development will beesponsike for providing technical solutions and
implementatioractivities. Software development, implementation, and maintenaticelsa be
supportedby OHD. Basé on tle regiirementsageed pon bythe tam fa ead phae, CCWWS
HSDwill coordinatean implementation plan/schedule with OHD. Theoffwes will work closely
with the ClO’sofficeto ensure Wie pags are compliant wih NWS-widerequirenents/diectives
Theteam will also be responsible for collecting usedfgack and, if necessagjthercoordinating
modification of existing Web pages or updating requireshéor future work.

Wenow have access to a ragal LINUX Webserver.This will dlow our Sathern Rgion AHPS
Webteam, in collaboration with our DisseminationnancementTeam, to bcome &miliar with
the scripts to develop and test a subset of WFO AHPS Web pages. We willdkeppsyed on
future activities associated with the WFO AHPS Web page implementation in mur.reg

WGRFC AND LMRFC PARTICIPATE IN NATIONAL HURRICANE CONFERENCE.
Lastmonth representativé®m Soutlern Regon RFCsawith responsibility for foreasting along the
Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic coasts staffed a booth at tHeNzfional Hurricane Conference
heldin New Orleans. WGRFC’s Cyndibelmanand Jeff Graschel, and ElIDave Reed of
LMRFC highlighted hyrologic poducts and services provided to emergye managrs involved
in hurricane preparedness.V@d&eed also presentiatks orf'Hydrologic and Meteorologicahiput
to the Hurricane Warning Progrd and “Assessingnd Communicatingisk for Inland Flooding
-A River Forecast Center Perspective.”

WFO ALBUQUERQUE ATTENDS RIO GRANDE MEETING. Last monht Albuquerque
servicehydologid Ed PolaskpMIC Charlie Lilesandsenior forecaster Kerones attended the
annualRio Gran@ BasinSnowmelt Runoff Forecast meeting, sponsorethbyNatural Resource
Conservation Service (previouglye Soil Conservation Service). Ed presentecttineentWater
Year2003 precipitation statdsr New Mexico while WFO Pueblo FIGiry Walrod gve thestatus
reporton southern Colorado precipitation. Ed gaveGR€ longrange precipitation forests and
talkedabout how the current PDOatg may bgointing toward less precipitation in thext decade
or so for the Rio Grande BasiWWGRFC senior hydrologist Paul @reshowed how the previous
wateryear unoff forecats (a jJoinNRCS - NWS dbrt) for WY 2002 tended lower eab month
from January through June as thewghtworsaed. Paupresergd the ctrent runoff forecast
which approaches neaormal foa some Nes Mexico tibutaries but isstill well below normal for
theRio Gran@ Basinntotal. The meeting brings togetmeore than 30 federahd state (Colorado
and New Mexico) water managersservoir operators, andeather and water foreseers for
discussian and panning.

WFO TALLAHASSEE ALERT SYSTEM. Leon CountyFlorida has been awarded AlSystem
fundingfor the Greater Capital Aredded Warning Networlby the state oflBrida. This includes
severalcountiesin the WFO Tallahasee Couy Waning Area (CWA. WFO Tdahasse will
recave a new basestation ad Diadviso System at noa@st. This ne capallity will serve as a
demonstration model for other urban areas in the WFO TallahaCWA.
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CAREER DAY AT STUART R. BRADLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. WFO New
Orleans/BatoRouge seior sevice hydrologst Patrica Brownvisited theStuartBradey Elementayr
Schoolin New Orleans last month to participate in the Annual Caregralbavities Various
professiongvere represented at tBareer Dayo offer a varietyf speakers and experiencestfor
children. Topics included stayinig school, makingjood life decisions, studyg mathematics and
sciencethe study of meteorolggthestudyof hydrology, the watecycle, thumerstoms,hurricanes,
tornadoesand varmus othessubjects The chHdren aked manyquestionsand frely sharedheir
weathe experi@ces andaree goals

LMRFC PARTICIPATESIN EARTH DAY. Lower Mississippi RFC participated in &arth
Day Celebration held by @adership Slidé a lea@rship taining pogran hosted bythe Slidell
Chambenf Commercdastmonth. In their booth, theMIRFC highlighted the effects degmstation
has onrunoff and flooding.

WFO AND RFC PARTICIPATESIN THE COMITE RIVER DIVERSION PROJECT. In
March,WFONew Orleans/Baton Rouge MPaul Trotter, LMRFC HI David Reed, senior service
hydrologist Patricia Bown, and DAPM Gil Bartorattended thground-breaking eemony for the
ComiteRiver Diversion Project. The commencemeinthe diversion project is thmilmination of
more than fifty years of hard work, persistencerdmning, and coopetian between the federal
govenment,the state of Louisiana, the locaivgrrments, ad resdents of those paishes thraugh
which theComite Rive flows.

Theproject is spearheadedttne U. S. Army Corp dEngineers, thAmite River Basin Commission
andthestate of Louisiana, alorgith the parishes dkscension, East Baton Rouge, amdnigston.
The $163 millionComite Rive Diverson project will protect several thousand aresidents and
busines®wners against catastrophic prapelamag by loweringvaterlevels duringloods in the
Comiteand Amite rivers. Upon completion of the 13-mile canal project, floadr&zdrom the
Comite Rive will be rerouted through the chanimgb the Misissippi Rive, relieving flooding in
Baton Roge andsurrounéhg munigpalities as well a over rual and sburbanareas.

BatonRouge ity-parishgovenment will maintain tle canabnd contol structues. Construdbn is

expectedo be comfeted in sk to nine yars. Miions of ddlars will be savedn damag costs
alone. With less disruption to businessasd commerce, the savings dollars should furteer n

addition,residets should se monthlysavingan flood inrsurancepremiums.

WFO MORRISTOWN AND THE TVA CREATE PRECIPITATION WEB PAGES. The
TennesseWalleyAuthority(TVA) hasteamed up with WFO Morristown to create Web padashw
portraybasin precipitation for various upper Tennessee Riasins. The Web pges ag availdle

at the fdlowing URL: http://www.sh.noaa.@v/mrx/lydro/tvaainfall.htm

FLOOD AND FLASH FLOOD SAFETY WEB SITE. The CWWD Hylrologic Services Branch
has crated a Wh site to pomote floa and flsh flood séety.
http://www.sh.noaa.@v/tadd/irdex.htm

The Web site includes safatyles and downloadable information.
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SURVEYING FLOOD AREAS. During the last twanonths, WFO Tallahassee senior service
hydrologid Joel Lanier has been vagtivevisiting river forecast poirfbcations across his primary
andsupporting HSA that have been impactedflopding. Changes in demographicaveled
significantflood impact changes at maafhis river forecast point locations. As an example Joel
metwith WFO Jaksonvillehydro focépoint Parks Camp and DAPM Michael Mcallister to survey
thefloodingon the Alpaha Riveat Stataville, Georgia during ths period Somehomes have been
built in theflood plan and wee affected bythe mostrecentflooding. At other river forecast point
locatiors, the flood impacts associatedth particular flood categorgvels had also changed. Joel
noted that aimportant lessofearne from thisrecentflood evet is the ned to conwntly update
andreview flood categories to @munt for changeim demographicsThe use DGIS tools camelp

in this regard.

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

TRAINING IN WARNING METHODOLOGIES. The Warning DecisioifrainingBrand in
Normanis developing training in Warning Methodologies whaomprises aystematic four-part
approacho the severe weather warnipgpcess. It is intended pyovide guidance for an office
severanveather operationgdan, metods for ontinuous avironmental assesment, ad storm-sale
detectionand analysis of sere weather pes (tornado, hail, damaging wsdnd fash flooding).
Thetraining is based ative knowédge skills, and abiliies neded to peiorm duties as identied in
the Forecasting and Warning Sex€onvection PDS, available at
http://www.nwstc.noaa.gov/nwstrn/d.ntp/meteor/svrpds.html

The four parts of the Warning Methodologiesrirag will cover:

Part1 Sevee weathe staffing strdegies @ssignmentforesponsibilities, coordinatiorf auties,
when ad howto seabrizeareas ofocus,etc.).

Part 2 Environmemal threat assessmebtth synoptic scaland mesoscale.
Part 3 The storm interrogeon and analysisrpcess.

Part 4 Continual reasses&nt of data in the waimg decision raking process.

As part of thdraining developmeriVDTB will visit and film severe weather operations in offices
thisspring and summer (thé&ggann Fort Worth last month with the event which was featured on
the front page of lte April Topicg. The goal is to incorporate into the training thecsssful
metodologieswvhich have been developed at field af8¢c and the skills of the most experienced
warningforecasters during both retahe events as well as when assisting wottel WESbased
training. The WDTB plans to begiproviding some parts of the methodologgining via tele-
training later in FYO03, ad in FY04 they will integate all of these topics into a distance-learning
versionof theWarningDecisionWorkshopsto be cdkd the AdancedNVarningOperatons Course
(AWOC).
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NWSLEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM. Workis proceeding toward the June-Jdébut

of the newNWS Learning Managment System (S). This is planned to be the medayswhich
NWS employees will reigter for all NWS cowses, intuding instructor-led training conducted as
residenceourses at the NWSTahd COMET, teletraining classeanducted by \SIT or others, and
all NWS on-line courses and modules offered on the MetEd, NW&ititegional Web sites. As
thename implies, the LMS will also handle trainmegord-keeping. Some backgndinformation
on the LMS was published as an attachment to the Nloee2002Southern Topics

Overthe past two months Bernard Meisner (SSD) has delivenedaesconcerning th&lWS LMS
at 15 of our field offices, and Heegan delivering the seminar teletraininglive ard recoded) to
all interested offices this month. Slides froms hpresetation can be viewed at
http://www.sh.noaa.@v/ssd/Pesentatias/Bernads_NVS_LMS.htm

Thefeedback he has reced/&#om his seminars is w#hble ad will result in some changes to the
LMS. For examplein addition to the MICs, the LMS will now be pragnmed to allow DAPMs and
ESAsat the WFOs to tracthe training of the individuals thesppervise.Teletraining session®f
to be conducted will be on:

Tuesday, May0 at 10:00 am and 2:00 pm CDT
Thursday, May?2 at 10:00 am and 2:00 pm CDT

If you have not aleely done so, plsa respond if yousffice is interested in participating one or
moreof these teletraining sessions. Bedhaill make a recorded version of ttedetrainingavailalbe
for downloadater ths month. Aditional tmining o the LMS for allemployees anaf supervisors
and tramning officers wil be provded bythe NWS andNOAA as he roll ou date

approabes.

ON-LINE TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES. Regiondand locafunds awailablefor training and
travelrelated to training have been smhe restrictel becase of oveall budgt redutions, but a
numberof training opportunities are still availeb An adlitional feature of the NWS Learning
ManagemenSystem is that it will provide access to over 1600 onlmeses in two commercial
libraries(SkillSoft and NETg). The per capita cost focess to the entire librarg very low, and
atthe end of the last fiscaégr we acquired that for 150 SR empley. Names of volunteers were
solicitedfrom all field offices to help us evaluate the courses in thiesgies. Otheregions and
NWSH did the same. These courses run the garont fealerip and management, to personal
developrent,MicrosoftOffice, computer programmingnd an arragf information technologfi T)
relatedtopics. Lists of available coursesreg@rovded to WFOand RFC managers last fall. To
date, although manyf those who havaccess haveesy to take advantage of the opportunmany
othershave aleadycompletd severhcourses the record is over two-dozen!n &ddition to the
LMS, a small suset (40)of the SkilSoft and NETg couise libraies areavailalbe at no ost to all
federal employees throug the OPM supported Government Online rogay System
(http://golearn.goy.
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Giventhe limitations on training and travel funds for the remainder of thid fisea, weencouage
all offices and emplaes to take fullest advantagepotentidly useful traning awailablethrough the
NWS LMS, as well as Godarn.

OPERATIONAL UTILITY OF LOCAL MODELING. The Science ad Techmlogy
subcommitteef the NWS Corporate Boawdill meet in the Dallas-Fort Worth area next October.
Oneof the items on their agendall likely be areview of local modeling (now also called distributed
modeling). We are scouragng all dfices which run bcal modés todocumenhow the output from
thosemodels has helped (or possibly hiretBitheir forecasts. For example, herasexcerpt from

a recat WFO Jackonville Area FoecasiDiscussio:

CSIHOT WARF MODEL [the local Jacksonville model] INDATING VISIBILITIES DROPPING
TONEAR ZEROBY 09ZAT THEAIRPORT. THISISAMOST DERNITE POSSIBLITY GIVEN
THE MODEL HAS DONE VERY WEILL WITH FOG. WILL UPDATE ZONES TOBEEF UP
WORDING FROM PATCHY TO AREAS OFQCALLY DENSE FOG.

In this cas¢he model was right on and provided foisteas with significant advance notice for more
accurate aviation forecasts.

RUC-20IMPROVEMENTS. A chang in the aalysis sytem of theoperatbnal Rapid Update
Cyde (RUC) model is plannetbr Tuesday May 20th. The chage is to a three-dimensional
variational(3DVAR) analis, replacing the previous optiniaderpoldion (Ol) analgis. Whilethe
code change is significant, the diflamce in RUC anabes and forects is not amoticeable.
Generally, the RUC3DVAR aralysis fits obsrvations more loselywhile avading sone small-sale
noise produced bthe Olanalyis. Foreast skillfrom RUC brecass using ®VAR is verynearly
the same as those from theddhlysis, slightlyoetter for upper-level winds.

The RUC 3DVAR anaysis uses the samelnd isentropic-sigma coordinate as the entrRUC
analysis and foecastmodel. Ovwerall, tre RUC 3DVAR provides:

- Slight impovement oabout gual skill overall in3-h and 2-h foreeastscompard to those
from the pevious RWC Ol aalysis as vefied aguinst ravinsondes,

- Closer it to obsevations tlan the RUQDI analysis,

- A smoother analysis inareent (correction to 1-h forecast field)daquieter shortange

forecasts, and

- Capabiliy for assimilaton of indilect obsevationssuch asadial wirds, satdite radances,
and wind speed.

Also, a few minorchangs to the RQ post-praessingare alse beingimplemengéd with ths change
packageijncluding addtion of 0-1 km heliaty. A Techncal Proedures Blletin describingthese
changs in deté can befound athttp://rucfsl.noaagov/ppt pes/RUC3dvar-tfh-May03htm
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IFPS'GFE TELETRAINING. In responseto requestsmade atthe reent IFPSMethodology
WorkshopsTim Barker (SOO WFO Boise), will dekr teletainingon the top, “Charmge Grds:
An IFPS ferecasMethodobgy’ duringMay. This telérainingisintended for forecasteregadless
of whether they currently use the change grid methodology. The chage gid methodology involves
organizing one's thoughts in aticial way to addrss the changeseded from model guidanck
addition, Tim will also detail tke functonalityand behaor of the widelyused “Segp” Smat Tool.
Dueto overvihelmingresponsegall the intial sessons werequicklyfilled. Additional £ssions wi
be amounced dhortly.

MODEL OUTPUT STATISTICS(MOS) CHANGES. Two recent changes; ondaten and one
addition, to thdlow of MOS guidance have taken plageer the past month. First, on April 8, the

old MRF MOS (FMR) was discontinued. The older MRF-based MOS should not be missed,
however as it will continue to be supersededty newer MRF-based MOS also known as the MEX
MOS. Details m thischange cahe viewe herehttp://www.nws.noaa.ge/mdl/syop/chages.htm

Secondas of Mayg, it was officially annourexd that surface winguidance based on the AVN model
for approximately 121 marine siteas become available. Southern Region fieldegfwith marine
responsibilitiesurelywill welcome thisnew marine MOS guidance asadition to their repertoire
to aid their production of marine forecast productstaideon this new guidance can be viewegthe
http://www.iws.noaa.g@/mdl/syiop/mariredesc.tim

NEW SOOs. Greg Patrick, former senior frasteat WFO Tulsa, has assumed the S8Gition
atWFO FortWorth. Grg isa graduate of the University Oklahoma anéntered the NWS as an
internat WSO Tulsa in 1987. He helped that office makertnesition from WSO toNFO inthe
early1990s, and he became a sefiooecater thee in 1994.Greg bings awealth ofexperiege in
warning and forecast operations to the Fort Worth office. Welcome to the SoiRbegron SOO
ranks Greg.

SteveCobb, currently the SO&t WFO Midland, will be moving shortly to WFQihbockto assume
the SOO position there, behind Loren Phillips.

NEW SPC WEB PAGE FEATURES. The Storm Pretttion Cener expeimental Hourly
Mesoschke Analysis Web pge now intudes multiple geographic domains and a disjpfapew
convectiveforecast parameters, the parameters commonly used by SPC forecasters in formulating
ConvectiveOutlooks, MesacaleDiscussions, and Tornado/Severe Thunderstorm Watches. The
intentis to shareSPC'’s latessevereweathe foreasting echniqies ad parameters \h WFO
forecatersand to provide real-time@soanalsisinformation during severe weatlgrerations. The
Web pag is at: http://www.pc.noaagov/exer/mesoaalysis/

CLIMATE CDsDISTRIBUTED. CDs containg thelatest (Sptember2002) NCIEC Climate
Atlas of the UnitedStates (v. 2.0have been provided to all SR offices. We receiwtikdagization
from the NCDC to duplicate and distribute the @ NWS use oly. The CDs may not be
duplicatedfor external use. Anyeguests for copies of the CD from outside NOAA should be
directedto Sam MCown (NCDC) atsam.mccown@noaa.gov he cost for this data set is about
$100.
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RECORD HAIL IN KEY WEST. The lagest lail everofficially recordel in KeyWest fell
betweend:10 and4:20 p.mon April 27. The hailstones ranged from ¥z to 1 3/4 inches in diameter,
with unofficial reports of stones as large & inches. The previous record-size hail was %z inch,
observedn Mayl0, 1961. That was o the lagest hd ever ecorde in MonroeCounty- which
encompassdbe Florda Keys. Thisyears April 27 hailstorm wathe eleventh time since 1871 that
hail was dservedn KeyWest.

COMET TRAINING. The COMETprogran has annanced theeleas of "ENSO and Beynd,"
featuringDr. Marty Hoeling from the NOAA-CRES Climate DiagnosticSenter.This presentation
has been part of the COMET Climate Variabilitgrkshops and in the on-liiermat itcomprises

a 40-minuteWebcastwith printable sunmary bulkts, abibliograpghy and a clinate erminology
glossay. The presentation has beeselMeceived byorecasters, who suggted a Web-based version
for broaderavailahlity. The Webast reqires the EASH 6.0 plagr to provide the audio and
accompaning animation sequees.Themostrecentersions of both Internet Explorer and$éape
will have thé=LASH player plugin instaled, howeer, ifyou need to install the ASH 6.0 player,
follow the diretions in te Tech Mtes for each modle. The Webcast isavailale at:
http://meed.ucaredu/clmate/ens _beyod/indexhtm

Forfurtherinformaton on thes Webcats contact Pat Parrish, Managingstructional Designer, at
pparrish@ucar.edpor WendySchreibe-Abshire atabshire@ucar.edu

NEW TECH MEMO. NOAA Technial MemoradumNWS SR-224Chronological Listing of
Tropical Cyclones Affectig North Floida and Coastl Georgig by Al Sandrik (WCM, WFO
JacksonvilleandChris Landsea (NOAA/ABIL/Hurricane Resaah Division),has beerssued in
electranic format. Beginning with this tech memo we will dispense with pepgies. The on-line
versionswill be in pdf formé to faciitate printing loally, if desied. Thewill allow us to disttute
thetech memos more efficientilyan by conventional mail, includesgiteruse of color graphics, and
also allow animation if desired lhlge author.

Links to indices of SRtech memos and teeitachments can be found on the Southern Region Web
site at:http://www.sh.noaa.@v/ssd/htridpubs.htm

SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION

SYSTEMS INTEGRATION BRANCH

AWIPS. The Saithemn Regia desgnfor the ANIPS Linux workstéion was ecentlyapprove to
repla@ the curent HP wokstatiors. Betaestsites for the region wehosen ased on th ability
torigorauslytest the ne@ workstaion befae natimal deplgment tentatvely scheduld for latethis
year. e following Southern Region sites were chosen to test thevoekstation:

- WFO Morristown

- WFO San Juan
- RFC West @lf River Foreast CenteFort Woth
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Thesesites are among the 13 chosen for theaimmal acceptance test (OATdawill provide a
broadspectrum of types @fites angrograms, including tdrology, GCONUS sites, marine, Great
Lakes, continental, hurricane, and severeatter, etc. Deplagent will begin shortly aér the
completionof a sucessful OA in the fdl. Schedile calls for earlydelivery ofthe hardvare fa “kit-
proofing” andWSH installation testing in July with OAT beginning in Aistjandrunning thraugh
September.The Linux workstationsequire AWIPS redase OB2vhich is sheduledfor delivery a
few weeks prior to the beginnirg the OAT.

Dueto a critical bug in IPS 13.2 causinGFE to crashvhen using the Contour Tool, the regions
haltedinstallations pending a fix by FSlinstallations resumed eathis month and include dRPS
13.3patch thatvill fix the GFE crahing poblem. AIICONUS WFOsnustbe on IFPS 13.3 hjune
in preparation for theHPS Operational Readiness Demonstration (ORD).

OperationaBuild 1 (OB1) installs are continuing across thgion. All CONUS WFOs must be on
OB1 by June in preparatidor the IFPS ORD. Maintenan&elease OB1.1 (MROB1.1) has been
approvedfor instdlation atOB1 sits. MROB11 contaiis 18 pathes. MR®L1.2 is airrently
proposed for the June/July time frame.

TheRFC Archive Server (RAS) del&ydisappointing and weope to be hearing moaéout the mod
note and scheduling soon.

Our EMDS installs continue with 11 sites currently up and runnMée havehad b stop further
developmentind deployment of this sereicntil some etworking issues can be resolved at the
regioral hub site This will dso effect our plangor the inplementéion of thearchivelevel I daa

for the WSR-88D.

WSR-88D. With the proliferation of the radar dispkagn the Web in addition to numerous other
newuses byri-agencymembersa renewd effat is undewayto emphage the dea qualityof the
productsgenerated byhe radar. It is important to ensure fireducts we are sending from the
WSR-88D ae as fre from ba informdion and erors & we cammake then.

We cando ths by emplasizng the following:

- Ensuring electronics technicians haugpée opportunities to install software
updates and perform preventative mainteeanc

- Geneating dutter bypass mapen a seamal bass.
- Monitoring radr system perdrmanceon a shiftoy ift basis
- Performing accuratend timely operator daed clutter suppression.

We have been collectivelyorking with NWSH, RadaDperations Center and all sites in the region
to complete the PUP Disposal Plan.
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Some additional information on operator dafid clutte suppresion canbe found at:
http://www.wdtb.noaa.gov/resources/PAPERS/clutter/CLUTTER. pdf

(Note: This documerttas not been updated for & CF and still references the UCP. However,
it contains good information on manther areas relating to clutter and iteets on data quality

Another good paper on WSR-88D data quality Bhrisman and Chrisman can be fousd
http://www.wdtb.noaa.gov/resources/PAPERS/z-error/zerror.pdf

ORPGBuild 30 software Mdification Note 21 has been released tdirffeld deployment. After
extensiveand sucessful feld testiig, the @-ahed to delive the modifcation sétwarenoteto all
siteswas gien bythe betaestingdirecta in Mardh. Seveal Southem Regionsites havealready
reported completing the installation of the software moditoa

IT. We are moving ahead to implementiieer DOC password poligg the region.Many issues
needto be woked out wih NWSH on ddhis withou disruptirg opeations. Hopefully these issues
will be resolved soon.

We are looking forward to the migran to theupdated Mtscapdviail system and fan tosend two
peopleto the upcoming training sponsoredMWSH. We have some concerns about the future of
the calendar syem, and understand that it is no longer being supported.

UPPER AIR. The Key West ART-1 mkestal stripped the azimuth tachomefearsagain. NRC
built-up an assefy that inclded a dwe motortachoméer, andalignment geas and shipgd itto
the office. Since Kg West will be adata cotinuity site for the new RRS system the U/A paog
office is having NRC refurbish a GMD pedaisto ART-1 standards and ship it to Key West for
eventuakwitchout. This site must be kept in good operational condition to the@teeds for the
data continuity evaluen.

NOAA WEATHER RADIO. The progam coninues to mae forward at afeversh pacen
SoutherrRegon. Last math three NWR sites were installed at@gan on-air broadcasts. Theee

new sites were Palatka, Florida; Spencemiessee; and Selma, Alabama. This brought the total
number of new installs to sixteen so far this fiscalrye

In the regon’s cortinuing dfort to provide emergendyackup poweat all NWR sies, RMSs Phil
Shidelerand LarryTennison coordinated and oversaw the sssfaéinstallation of auxiliary power
generatorst sites imMmarillo and Covingon. The ngt Stes being given consideration for future
installs are Waco and Live OaKkpFRda.

Theregioral staffis puttingin a consilerableamount of effort in this program areangingfrom the

ordering and coodination of telephone service, frequentynagement and, as stated above,
emergencyower installation.
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ASOS.
report.

The Following Itens are from the NWSH Office @perationa Systems last miathly

ASOS Implementation Status(as of March 28, 2003)

New Synerg processoboards approved for deplognt 713

New Synerg processoboards installed 12

Dew Point sensors (DTS1) approved for depiegpt 248

Dew Point sensors (DTS1) installed 21 (note 1)
Ice Free Wind sensors approved for deptant 0*

Ice Free Wind sensors installed 12 (note 2)

All Weather Precipitation Accumulation Gauges

approved for deplagyent o*
All Weather Precipitation Accumulation Gauges
approved for deplogent 2 (note 3)

* Ice Fre Wind sensor and [AWeather Preitation Accumuldion Gaug are in
operatonal aceptancdests phse and hee not ¥t been pprovedfor depbyment.

(Note 1) Two DTS1 sesors renoved fom operéion afte causiig system prokems.
(Note 2) Six IFW sasors reurned or refubishingand redployment.
(Note 3) One AWPAGsensoremoved fom opeation afer casing sytem prokems.

Collection of ASOS data at AWPAG Operational Acceptance Test (OAT) Site
OPS24continues collecting ASOS stem logs and archive data from all All Weather
PrecipitationAccumulation Gawge (AWPAG) OAT sites The® logsand preipitation cata
files have beeprovided to OST32 to monitor the performance of each AWPAG. Southern
Region ASOS Focal Point requested OPS24 do “quick-loakalysis of AWPAG
performanceagainst current Heated TippirBucket Rain Gauge (HTHBG) for heavy
convectiverain evat at ASCs OAT sie Macon,Georga (MCN). Results ingtate
precipitationmeasurments fron AWPAG lagthose fom Tipping Bucketby about4
minutesandtotal predpitation fom AWPAG isabout 10%higherthan Tippng Budet.
OST32noted lag time was expectedihe 10% discrepandetween gaugevaounts might
be due to HTBR5 not peforming required number of tips duringrozective heavyain.
SouthernRegion ASOS focal point used “quick loo&halysis results to express camse

to Office of Climate, Water, and Weather Serviogaot deploying AVPAGs atall ASOS
sites.
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OBSERVATIONS AND FACILITIESBRANCH

COOPPROGRAM SUPPLY SHORTAGE. A shortage of drive motors for the Fisc&ePorter
recordingrain gaiges las becomerttical. Drive motors have been on backorgieice December
2002and promised delivergiates have slipped several times. Southern Region WFOs heave be
working togethe gatheing opeational pats across the region just to keep existing @gsug
operatonal. Field dfices no longer have anmgpares available. Without the availability of
repla@ment dive motorsfrom NLSCthe NWS will not beable to ecord harly preciptation daa

at the coperatve obserer locdions.

The standad rain qaquge masuringsticks ae alsounavailabé from NLSC and all requisitions are
beingplaced on backorder. Southern Region WFQ= havey limited number of on-site spes
remaining. A deliverylate for measuring sticks is unknown at this time.

INTERAGENCY MEETING. An interagencyneeting between the National Weather Seraitd

the Galvestomistrict Corps of Engineers (COE) is planned for |#té& month. Tie meetig will
focuson NWS dataacquisiton procedureand methods used to disseminate the data within the
agencyand to oumpartnes. Additioral meetigs with dher COE district offices are also being
planned.

WXCODER I SUPPORT. The data acquisition staffs at WFOs Luldhddouston and San Juan
continueto test Central Region’s WxCoderlfiternet coop obsertian collection gstem. Tle
testingis going well and observers gikeased with the syster®RH is working with CRH to make
the system available to thest of Southern Region later this month.

PC-ROSA REPLACEMENT PROJECT. SRH Observations and Facilities Branch is meari
completionof the n&v Interactive VoiceRemote @servabn Colledion System (V-ROCS). Bth
the primaryand bakup serves (appopriaely named Clino and Hygro) wee instaled ealy this
month. Testing and acceptancdliwfollow over the next 15 calendar dapefore becoming
operationalround June 1. The system sstelly completed initial qualitpssurance testing the
end of last month.

The old PC-ROSA system used WWS today requirethe observer to enter a vamy string of18
to 36 chaiactes thraugh the téephone kypad, witlout anyquality control aturs, and is usally
riddled wth errors The new IV-ROCS sgem greets the observer with a custom inte@aeoice
responsenenu toenter daily observations. The systemshauilt in quality assurancedeires and
progranableclimatological parameters to confirm both normal axtdeene events. It hasbuiltin
e-mailnotification system to notifipcal NWS representativegen equipment needs tolepaired
or the obserer wishe the loclNWS tocontacthem. V-ROCSis simple to use, reduces the coop
program equipment costs, and reduces timecantplexityof trainng coopobserves. & will also
significantlyimprove the quality ofhe coop observations and will make obsarations &ailable
to ourcustomers, including NCD@nd the regional climate centers, inmezl time. In the futu,
ourgoal is b use Y-ROCSs Oacledatabase and reporting chigy to eliminate the monthli3-91
form mailed by the observeaving an estimated $12,000 peayin stamps anenvelopsin our
region alone.
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SURFACE OBSERVATION PROGRAM. SouthernRegion received 114 requests from the
aviationcommunity for new ertificates, cancellation and chasgin type of surfae observation
certificates. A review of the list of observers from second order stationsived from SR WFOs
resulted in many cimges in the list of observers at each site.

UPPER-AIR OBSERVATION PROGRAM. This time lat year, WFOLittle Rock uper air
programwas stuggling, unalte to move upin the rankngsno matter howhard thg tried. DAPM
Jimmy Russel andESA DeanKlimt, werefrustrated with problems theyere having with the
equipmen MIC Renee Fa asked for SOD assistanca.niid-March Mike Asmus and Charlie Lake
travela to Little Rock towork with the staff on both the upper air procedward to take a look at
theupper aitracking equipment. Working closehlith the officeelectronic and operational staff,
the team corrected some problems with the trackiggipment and improdeseveral uper air
observeprocedures. Aaresult, WFO Little Rock uppeagir scores started to climb steaddpnd that
month(March) Little Rock beame thdop upper air site in Southern Region with a sco98t77.
Also, in March, Little Rock's 12-month anage became sixth in the natioremdl andfirst in SR
with a scoe of 29401. Congatulatons to all ivolved in his achigement.

OtherWFOs showing steadijprovement over the past three months are Nigs[R9802), Jackson
(295.58) Amarillo (295.06) El Pasq292.13), Birmingham (291.15), and Newéans with a score
of 290.66. Followind.ittle Rock's12 mmth awerageare WFQ Browngyille (29297), Fat Worth
(292.29),Miami (291.98), Del Rio (291.78), Nashville (291.45), Cor@sisti(291.04), and New
Orleans with an averageose of 290.58.

NEW UPPER-AIR EXAMS. In late March, a@mplete newset of upper-air examinations were
sentto each pper-ar site InSR. Thesexams wereavritten tocorret errorsfound in tle UpperAir
ExamSeries A (V14 and B (Vaisala)All copies of Exam Series A and B should be destilaypon
receipt of the new Exam Series CZYknd D (Vaisala).

KEY WEST RENDERING RECEIVED. The arst’'s ren@éring d the newWFO KeyWest
building was recwed from the archtect and plottedin bath large and mall versons. The large
versionto be sent from the architect will alsorheunted on rigid foam backirigr display purposes.

RECENT SAFETY INCIDENTS. Several incidents have occurred in whiohtcacbrs hae
arrivedto performwork at WFOs withoutnotifying NWS enployees of tkir presence,dadingto
potentidly dangerous situations. In onase a person was inside the upper amel when the
antennavas energized in preparation fdraloonlaunch, and in a secondse the contract empksy
wasin an elevated lift nedhe WSR-88D dome with the radar operatihyVS employees must be
vigilantfor non-NWS personnel presemt NWS property antake care to specifyn all work orders
andcontracts that all ecdaracors mst chek in at thebegnning of eat bushessdaywith NWS
personnel in the office.
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SAFETY TRAINING. DuPont sadtytrainingcoursescheduld for Apil in Norman ad Mayin
Fort Worth were cancelled due to betigestrictions. The DuPont STARiining planned for five
SouthernRegion focal point trainers in Fort Worth in April was alsotposed dued funding
availablity. Safetyfocal pants new to their positionwill still be attending a 3-dagafety traning
course dring tre summertaNWSTC.

SEVERE WEATHER PRESENTATION. WFO Fort Worth WCM Gary Woodall made a seve
weathempresentation at the April meeting betDFW Federabafety Council at the Univaty of
Texasin Arlington. Themembersip of the sfetycouncil 8 drawn fom militaly and civilian safety
profesgonalsand persns assiged safty as acollaerd duty in theDallas-Fort Wath meroplex.
Gary’'smessage of awaresgeand preparedness wasy wél received anchumerous questions were
posed by members tie audience.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE. Thewastewater pH at WFO Shreveport retdrie a
normalvalue of 6.8n mid-April following the discontinuation of acid-based toilet clearaggnts
ThepH level is checked oa periodt basisat Shreveport and other sites in Louisianpat of the
statewastewater permit requirements. Additional samples will be made ty tteaifpH levels
remain within the 6.0 to 9.0 range.

Efforts continue at NWSH to coordinatbe remeal and replacement of the PCB-containing
transformersn the current ART-1 uppeair systems at fifteeSouthern Region sites. Dafesthe
shipment of the replacement counteriartigave notet been mnounced, nor the planneemoval
anddisposal ofthe PCB transformer. The transformer shouldeatmoed until thdicensel waste
hauleris ready to pick it up since thé&R hasstrict requirements for storagendling, and transport
of PCB-®ntainingmaterids.

NOAA TIER Il ECSOFFICE REVIEWS. Arrangements wee madewith four offices in West
Texas(Amarillo, Lubbock, Midland and San Aelp) for informal environmentandsafety rgiews
in early Mg by Mark Gerge and Rhonda Carpenter of MASC andyBrisbin of SRH. Markand
Rhondahave alreadybrought thar environmental compliance and safetypertise to Tulsa,
OklahomaCity, Fort Woth, Little Rock, Memphis, Nashville aridorristown. They tgically tour
the site with the ECS focal point(s) and providabal and written guidance to the local staif f
improvemats in envionmentacompliarce and daty issues.

GALVESTON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FACILITY. Sitepreparation for

theGalvesta Countyemergncymanagment fadity is tentatvely scheduld to begn the lasbf this
month. Construction of the buildinghould begin in Novemb&003 and finish in November 2004.
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ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT DIVISON

DIVERSITY/EEO AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

Bill Proenzatéendedhe Natiomal Assocation of Hspanic lederalExecutives(NAHFE) Summit

V. The theme of the conferencasv‘Opening the Doors for Hispanieadership inhte Federal
Government.” The event focused on issues affectitigpanic representation participation in the
federalgovernment and gave therfi@pants the opportunity to explorket detds of how other
federal managers solve sffeec challenges in this area.

WFO BIRMINGHAM. WFO Birmingham WCM Brian Petewgas honoreas the Birmingham
Area Federal Professional of the Year. cABmmittee made up of federal executives around the
Birminghammetropolian ara revieved dozes of enties. The slectionof Brian Petersdr this
honorwas a unanimous vote by tt@mmittee for yars of dedication towards saving livasdpublic
awareness. Congratulations Brian!

Duringthe 2002 Ryject mpact, alrawingwas heldo award achool arall expens paid tip to visit
the National WeatherService in Brmingham. Jeffersoi€ounty paid for lunch and busital for
Gae City Elementary to visit the weatheffice. Students spent several hours learmhgut
operationsand weather safetySince the students’ teacher had been degltylraq for the war,
forecasteFaith Borden and lead folester Patricia Hart psentednformation on Iraq weathegiving
thestudents aense oivhat thei teacler was gperiening. Congatulatons toGate City Elementary.

DAPM Dave Wilfing, forecaster Michael ScottemdaSCEPstudent KissyHurleyparticipated in
theSelma, Alabama, Earth D&gelebration. There weepproximately 2308tudents and teachers
in attendanceThey passed out \&ther packets to thteachers, which included the laminated cloud
charts. They also had slide presentatiothat was dgindly designe for fouth and fifthgrades,
butwith half of thestudents iK thru seond grae, Krisy was abled quicklyreforma the showd

fit their needs.

WFO LITTLE ROCK. Senior forecaster Joseph Goudsward reptedehe Little Rock WFO at
"Celebate Earth Day2003." The event was held at the Hany Growe School in Haskell and
includedmanyother state, countynd local agenciethat deal with environmental issues. Attendees
includednot only students, teachershsol administrators and the gealkepaulation, but U.S.
Represptative Mc Snyder of tre Arkarsas 2nd Cagressbnal Distict.

The focusof the celebration was the eartkisvironment, natural resources and how the numerous
agenciesvork to promote and mtect them. Joe set up a booth emphasizing the mission of the
NationalWeather Service, the numerous peogs, and severe weather. Hsahad composed a
slideshow aboucarees in the feld of meteorologyn the NWS, and includegumerousandouts.

A total of 962students came by the display, with the number of teachers, administrators, ame g
public pobablypushingthe total ® more tha eleverhundredvisitors.
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WFO SHREVEPORT. Forecaster Margeiser gaven office tour to the Special Needs Class of
TurnerMiddle Schoolin Shreveort. May spke on theoperatons of theNWS, as welas safty
rules,upperair releases, NOAA WeathRadio, severe weather warnsngnd a history of the Eir

2000 torndoes thaaffeded Shreeport.

WFO SAN JUAN.

MIC Israel Matos vas the kenate speaker at NOAA CREST Da&ponsored

by the Universityof Puerto Rico Center fddlemisphericaCooperation in research and Education.
Israel'spresentation was on remote sensing, climate gtiedi and NWS WFO operational use of

these tols.

APRIL 1 - 30, 2003

SOUTHERN REGION WORKFORCE TRANSACTIONS

Southern Region L osses

Name From (Office) | Action/Transfer From Title/Grade
Richard McDougd WEFO LIX Retirement HMT, GS-11
Todd W. Hall WFO EPZ Trarsferto WR Met Intern, GS-11
David Marn WFO EYW Resignation Met Intern, GS-11
Loren Phillips WFO LUB Resignation SO0, GS-13
Pamela Gresham WFO MEG Retirement HMT, GS-11
Southern Region Gains

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade
Mark J. Wiley WFO LCH New Hire Forecaster, GS-11
David Futterman WFO EYW Trarsferfrom WR Forecaster, GS-11
MichaelRapsik WFO EYW Transfer from ER Senior Forecaster, GS-13

Within Region Transfers/Actions

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade

Timothy Tinsley WFO CRP Transfer from UB Senior Forecaster, GS-13
Michael Gittinger WFO CRP Promotion from MLB Senior Forecaster, GS-13
Jason Dese WFO JAX Transfer from BW Forecaster, GS-12

John MacLeod i WFO LZK Pronotion from LZK Senior Forecaster, GS-13
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