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It doesn’t get much more challengifgy forecasters than whahey’'re faced with a train of
superchs, all with prominert hodks andprodwcing hal as largeas basddlls, following each other
from west-to-east across the Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex. That's what happeriee evening
of Saturday, Apr5. A tornado watch was out, as wesameof the bst-traired storm sptters in
thenation, andimely and appropate warnings fromm WFOFort Worh were vell publicized by the
media. In fact, sever storms were so well anticipated ttteg Warning Decisiofiraining Branch
in Norman dspatchd one of tleir staf to the WFO to recod forecast andvarningoperatons in
real-time,as part oplanned enhancements to their warningigien trainingmaterids. The rsult
... primarily hail, and lots of itThe damage estimates alreadgeed $50illion, making this the
second costliest severe storm event on record.

Not to be overlooked, thegorm nea Wichita Fals (in WFO Norman’sCWA at the tine of this
image)was also #ong-track supecell thatproduced large hail across numes counties along the
Red Rivernin both Noman and Brt Worth's CWAs.
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NOAA Environmental Hero Awards. These annual awards renag significanicontributions

on the partof volunteer graups or indvidualstoward assisting NOAA components to achieve our
goals.| ampleased to note again thisar that nominations fro@outhern Region offices gared
asignificant number of the awards - fawt of the 36 awardpresented NOAA-wide. We will be
working with the oficesto arangeappropriate presentations and publici§ongratulations to the
recipients and all the offices who submitted nominations. The 2003 recipients are:

Patrick Repman city of Midland EmergncyManagement, for his assistance and supgddiwVvs
efforts to help thecitizens ofMidland, Texas, betr pre@re forthe onslaght of ®vere weathe
through planning, education and ae@ess. Nominated W/FO Midland.

H. Don McFarland, Alamo Area Council of Governments, for his support of NWS efforts toward
public safety in south-ce#ral Texas throughcguisition of funds for NOAA Weather Radio,
expanding Skywarn spotter qabilities, retransmission of EMWIN information, anthe
contributions. Nominated by WFO Austin/San Antonio.

Ismael Figueroa, Commonwealth of Puerto Rico People with Disabilities Offigehis initiative
and creativity in devping means for visuallimpaired citizens to interpret NWS graphical
products such as hurricane track t@rgts. Nominated by WFO San Juan.

AlabamaEmergency ResposeTeam(ALERT) , for the critically importanti@ateur radio support
theyprovided to forecasters and citizens during tmeéra€Alabama tornado outbreakdvember
10, 2002. Mminatedoy WFO Birmingham.

IFP

0]

OPERATIONAL READINESS DEMONSTRATION. From June 16 to July 1&ll NWS
CONUS sits will be condating ax Operéonal Rediness Dmonstratbn (ORD)to demonstate

our ability to move intathe era ofinteractiveFore@ast Prepation (FP). Dumg this eie month
period,severakey criteria relathg to thelFP pocess W be assesed. A sccessfiil ORD will
ensurghatwhile we have modernized neaoyr entireforecast preparation process, thieas been
nodegralation inservice to our endsers. A successful ORD will open the door to new and exciting
ways to prepee forecasts ad provideimprovedserviceto the pubit. After the ORDthe plan$

for the NVSto makeanynecessg final agustmentsad our FP operaons andhien offcially begin

the IFP era with thenltial Operating CapabilitylOC) slated for Septemba0, 2003.

To provide offices with details on ti@RD and IOC, we will beelivering teletraining to all of our

sitesduring the net two morths. All offices shoull arrargeto participate in onef these offered
sessions.
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NEW GRIDS ELEMENTS BY MAY 1 [Note: the datehas changed to June 3] New gid
elementsre requestely May 1[June 3] except 20 foot wind direction and speed which has been
requestd byJune 1. Youan view tlese gids at:
http://www.sh.noaa.@v/msd/hnl/grideementditm If you have anyuestions, please notify the
SRH IFPS TeamHttp://www.srh.noaa.gov/msd/html/ifps.hymi

IFPS MONTHLY CO NFERENCE CALLS. The IFPS monthlyconfeence cls are hé&l
normallythe first Tuesday cfach month. These informatigallsprovide an avenue and resource
for everyne to join and ask questions, voamncens, provié feedlack andget anwers. Plase
join us for our next call on May 6 at 10 a.m. CDT.

IFPS METHODOLOGY TRAINING WORKSHOPS. The third of four ganned FPS
Methodology workshopswvas held at the NWSTC the last week of Mardrhe find worksha, to
beattendd bynearlyhalf theSouthern Bgion dfices,will be hdd the we& of April 21 at FSLin
Boulder. The workshops have been well-neeel by the attendss. While much dthe conent is
repeatedromworkshopo workshop, the changing diversgdgence prompts differing discussions
andadds regiongberspectives. About 40 percent of the workshop is left in the handsadfitiee
representativet® presenand discasIFPS nethodologes at the office. Atteneées havéeen ale

to utilize much of what they leardatthese workshops in their office operations, as we rdeeper
into the IFPS era and toward Initial Operating Capahil ity.

Relatedto the methodology wkshops, dechnical attachmeriis month from Jeff Medlin, SOO
WFO Mobile, describes how his office is workitg preserveneteortogicd consistacyin their
griddedforecasts. This attachment porsaiie kind of techniques that office representatares
sharing, discussing, anth some cases refining after begxposed to similar techniquskared by
othermethalology worksh@ attendees One exampleof mary methoddogies often dbated athese
workshopss, should one&lerive heir PoP gd from the weater gid, or viee vers& ltislikely there
is no single best patice, but thaks to the workshops and the online reference mbtaging
collectedby the workshop planng we now havea wealthof material available to all via the
workshopWeb sitehttp://www.srh.noaayov/mséhtml/ndfdtraining/ifpsmethifo.htmand theFPS
trainingteam'sNebsitehttp://www.mwstc.noaagov/nwstn/ifps_meéhtm Kudos and thanks to the
IFPSTraining Team members - Saedkman, Bob Hamilton,Brian Motta and Shannon White -
for their hard wok to make the workshops as successful as possible.
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CLIMATE, WATER AND WEATHER DIVISION

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES BRANCH

EXCELLENT TORNADO WARNINGS IN SOUTH FLORIDA. WFOMiami MIC RustyPfost
providedthe following summargf the F2 tornadowhich gruck Miami on Thursday, March 27. 1t
wasimmediatéy obvious theNFO perbrmed in a excellet mannerhandlingwhat forthem is a
relatively raie event. A tornado hit the Miami suburb of Brownsvilleérty Cityand one person
was killed by flyng debris. Several others were injure&ignificantly, this washe first tornado
deathin South Florida since April 5, 1925, wh& were Kled in an F3 tornado in north Dade
County.

A tornado warning was issued at 455 p.m. with about 50 minutes difegdeath occurred approx
546p.m.), and thelatest SVS goecifi cal y detail ing thethreat for Brownsuvil le/Li berty City wasissued
with about 10 minutes of lead time (535 p.m.). There had beéardarnado warnngs for
Miami-DadeCounty on Thursdagfternoon and @&ornadoWatch wasalso in efect. The South
Florida HAMNet with WX4MIA HAM radio station was divated and a MiamDade Skywarn
volunteemwas manning the station from about 3 p.m.\WCM Jim Lushine and SOO Pablo Santos
werein the operations area as severatier coordinatorsRob Handk a newlyarrived forecaster
from Greenville-Spartanburg, anéBy Baxter, another newlgrrivedforecaster from Cleveland,
handledthe excellent warnings. The Miami foess had been calling for seveseather for the
previoustwo dag as well.

A day afte the event the WFO had a Web page up witaphics andother information
(http://www.srh.noaa.gov/mia/libertytornado/libertytornado.htmrhere were five tornadsen
Miami’'s CWA that dag/, and evey one of tle torrmadoeswvas waned fa (POD= 100%). Average
leadtime was 24 minutes Only four d their fourteen tornado warningailied to verify vith a
tornado(FAR = 29%), and all four of those warngwyere for areas ovére Everglades wherés
not likely we could expect emt confirmation. It seems vemnlikely from rada indicaions
comparedwvith those for the veriipmg storm warnings, that tornadoes failed to occur indadrtiie
areaswarned. All-in-all, a great job! Corgfulations to the Miami staff on the excetlen
achievenent.

NICE WORK, LAKE CHARLES! The commading oficer d the NOAA Ship Whiting
presentech plaqueto WFO lake Chdes for autstandiig assisince dung the 2002 trricane
season. Specifically, the dice daff provided specialized support to the Whiting and two other
NOAA ships which sought shelter in Lake Qbaduring hurricane ili. Expert interpretationand
localizationof NHC poducts bythe WFO stfi enaldled the NQ\A officers to mak appropate
decisiors to protet their $iips and rew fran the possile hurri@ane coditions.
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SMG BRIEFS COLUMBIA ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION BOARD. TheNWS Spaceflight
Meteaology Group continues to providexpert assistance to NASA following the loss of the crew
and Columbia spaceshutte. SMG is coordinating a multi-agen@ffort to reconstruct the
atmosphac conditions that Columbia flew through on its ill-fatecscEnt. On March 28 they
briefed the accident investigation board with details o®SRV88D ralar data over Texas and
Louisianaatthe time of the accident. The radar datalyzed immediatelgfter the incident bthe
RadarOperation€enter in Norman, NSSL and the SMG providadhnitialview of ptential ebris
locationsto NASA investigation teams. The data gatheeifigrt by Souther Region Headquarters
andWFOsnationwide resulted in a detailed arsadybeing in the hands of the debris collection team
leaderswithin a week of the accident. With the shuttle fleet goguned, SMGs top prioity will
continueto assistNASA ard the accident investigation board in reviewsngd understanding
meteorological data associated with the loss of Columbia anddver the SMG will also be an
activeparticipant in thespaceraft "return to ight" evaluaibns of wather fight rules and other
factoss.

COLUMBIA RECOVERY EFFORT AIDED BY SR FIRE WEATHER TEAM. Southern
RegionIMETsand fireweathe progam leades (FWPL have povided orsiteweather support for
the Shuttle Columbia recoveryfeft in East Teas. WFOShreveport FWPL Bill Adams, WFO El
PasoIMET Tom Bird, WFO Midlard IMETs GregMurdoch ad Seth Ngle, WFO Fort Woth
FWPL Joe Harris, an®R Fire Wather pogram nanage Paul Witsanan haveassistedn this
importantmission. On anygiven @y, over 5500 wildland firefighteis and spealists, ad almost
50 other fedeal, state and local agencies, all workingder the direction of foumtident
ManagemenTeams, have receiveditstanding weather support framar SR team of fire weather
experts. Counting crew rotation, over 11,000 seasdig@rebenefitted from this stron§R team.
It is enticipatel the on-ge incident supporwill continue throudy April.

NEW GUIDE FOR WIND DAMAGE ASSESSMENT. Based on aecommendation from the
serviceassessment of the April 28, 2002, LaPlata, Mad, tornado outbréaWSH (OCWWS)
hasdeveloped a standardized damaggeasment guider use byitld offices. The new 101 page,
full color, trainingguide is titled "A Guide to F-scale DageAssessment,” anslavailable on-line
at the traning Website:http://meted.ucar.edu/resource/wcm

NationalWCM program managedteve Kuhl in OCWWS coordinated development of the guide,
whichalso benfigted from input fom Chuck Dewell (prmaryauthor) GregForbesTim Marsall,

Don Bugess, Bl Bunting and Briarsmith. NehRasmusse Jim Williams ad Joe Golde also
providedphotogaphs forthe gui@, and Heold Brooks provided data for some of tigures. All

of these individuals are well-known in the area of storm assesamgihpats. We encouage d
officesto placecopies othe gui@ in their'Storm-QurveyKits," and ensur¢hat allstaff members
review the training guide prior to therovective season.

5 Southern Topics 04/2003


http://meted.ucar.edu/resource/wcm

MARINE

SRMarine Workshop. The SR Mane ForeasteiVorkshop vas heldast month in Jacksonville.
Attendeesncluded a representative from ew&R coastal WFO, the Miami PMO, aoitherWFO
Jacksonvlke staff menbers. Therewere numerous presentations on topics including GHihena
forecasting, palicy isaues, the gaphical hurricare local statement, loca modeling, scatterometry,
verifying marine warnings, and busy We appreciate the assistance provideArgrew Shashy
(WFO Jacksonvle marinefocal pant) to theSR marine pgran managr in or@nizing his
workshop.

Coastal Flood Workshop. WFO Corpus Christi hosted a Coastal Flood Workshop on Jan 30.
Participants from WFOs Austin/San Antonio, Brownsville and Houston awehndas wll as
representativefsom the Corpus Christi EMC, Texas Department of Transportation, and the Conrad
Blucherlinstitute for Sirveying andScience Corpus Chsti WCM John Metprovided an overview

of coastal flood climatologglong the Texas coast, preserddewcase stdies, andlescriled some
valuableforecating tehniques SOO Andy Patrick@vean overview of tropical storm Fapastal
flooding along the Texasoast and discussed sister offickup peratims. The Cqgyus Christi
EMC Juan Ortiz explained hoimportant our coastdllood forecasts are to cigperations. Texas
DOT discussé how the aising d the JFK Casewaywas pogressng so Pac Island reidents
would not be cut off in advamcof a land-#lling hurricane. The Corad Blcher hstitute
demonstratetheir neural network model whigitovides impressive watkvel forecasts out to 24
hours. The following link has more information.
http://tcoon.cbi.tamucc.edu/wiki/Forecasts/HomePage

PUBLIC

Seven-DayCCFs. All offices havebeen preided withdirectians for expading thé& Coded Ciy
Foreaststo 7-day vesions by Mayl. If you have anguestions, please contact MelirBaileyin
CWWD.

Point Forecast Matrix. The Point Forecast Matrix (PFM), previoualyorm of the RDF, malye
issuedassoon as the oiffe is ready NWSH has requested we post this product to the Web
experimetally for our customers. Ifgu have anguestions aboudbrmat or producinformation,
please contad Melinda Balil ey.
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NOAA WEATH ER RADIO

Media Attention for 25th Anniversary of Lubbock's NWR. WFO Lubbock enjadsignificant
attentionfrom localmedia on March 13 as thayarked the 25th anniversasf/their NWR station
WXK-79. WCM Ed Calimeseand senior forecast®on McQueen were interviewed on the loca
ABC and CBS televison stations where thdescussed the importanceM¥WR and its cpabilities,
aswell as theNWSmission. Forecaster Antho@avallucci was interviewed live dhe local NBC
noon news and covered similar topics. The anniveesahyNWS mission were also documented
in a story in the_ubbock Avalaohe-Journalnewspaper, Lubbock dime news site on the Web,
WFO Lubbock's springewsletter, and Web site and, of course, on WXK-79.

The All Hazards NOAA Weather Radio Workshop. HectorGuarero, WCM for WFO San
Angelo, and Steve Vaughn, the new assistant coordinatothe Texas Division of Emergency
Managmentfacilitated the All Hazardé/eatheRadioand AMBER Alerts workshop at the Texas
Division of EmergencyManagement Conference in Austin orbfegary 26. Mike Meh, NWR
programmanage and Chak Wolfe, media casultant ad chaiman of theLocd Emergenyg
CommunicationgCommitte for the Houston area were invited guests. Mike discussedAN
WeatherRadio expansion and Chuck Wottdkedabout howthe cityof Houstem media boadcast
the AMBER alert. Steve Vaughn discussed how shee handles AMBER alerts, and Hector
presentednformation on the All Hazards WeathBadio and facilitated a discussion on the
marketing of NOAA Weather Radio as an Allzdads Weather Radio.

NOAA WeatherTransmitter Appreciation Day. Seminole, Texas located northwest of Midland,
held a Weather Radio ribbon cutting ceremdoycdebrae the broadcast of WNG-56®%/FO
Midland WCM Pat Vesper described the scissors that offic@ibclaimed Mach 6 as "NOA
WeathefTransmitter Appreciation Dags the largest pair he'der seen! Thefficial proclamation
presentethy Gaines Countgmergencynanager Robert Batt and the county judgs béngframed

for display at the Midland affe.

NWR Saves Livesn Camilla, Georgia Disaster. Gary Ricea field ®ordinaor with theGeorga
EmergencyManagement Agenagcently sal of NWR, “There could have been more injuries on
Thursday]March 2Q if not for the foreastels warnng issued on wedier radios.” The National
WeatherService in Tallahassee “did a good jobderin getting thatwarning] out.” Althoudh six
peopledied and over 200 were injured during #evere weathervents that stuck the town of
Camilla Georgia, it was clear magther lives were saved as word of the tdmeeachedhos
residems in time wio were Isteningto the wether ralio broadast.
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WFO New Orleans/Baton Rouge Champions Prize NWR at Bogaludaguisiana. Two yeas
ago,WFO New Orleans/Baton Rouge $taf aninformation booth at thevashingbn Parish &ir

in southeast LouisianA.great deal of enthusiasm was spdr&among the mamgsidents who lived
in an area outside the umbrella of NWR coverdgday, WNG-521 seesWashingtorParish, four
nearby Louisiana parishes,nd four aljoining Mississippi counties To commenorate tis
accompkhmentthe WFO produced a tailored poster and braekhat was distributed at a recent
dedication ceremonty unveil the NOAA Weather Radio transmitter at Bogalusa.

And The Nominees Are. Concerned that severabunties in the western portion ®buth Texas
werenot covered blNOAA Weather Radio, Medina Electric Cooperative ionido, Texas took
advariageof USDA rural electric gnats to alleviatehe problen. Earlyin 2002, Méelina Eletric
begandiscussionsvith leaders of cities and counties across their 17 caantycearea to develop
interestin the NWR program and to secure fundargl cooperativefforts that could result in the
establishmenf several NWR sites. As aresultdédina Electric direct efforts, USDAant funds
weresecured and assisted in bringing the followliogr NWR sites on-air: Uvalde, D’'Hanis, Dilley
andRio Grane City, Texas.Medina Electric Cooperative is thisgr’'s WFO Austin/San Antonio’s
nominee for the Mark Trail Award.

Weather Radio Expansion Continues. Southern Region was at various stages cAN@/eather
Radioinstallatons lastmonth. Three dal Crown300 watt tansmittes were istalled ad becane
operatonal. Broadastaudio for these newites wil | originate from the following offices: Dilley,
Texas from WFO Austin/San Antonio; Greenville, Alabama from WFO Mobile; and Oneonta,
Alabamafrom WFO Birmingham The adlition of these ew trarsmitters lringsto 12the number

of NWR stations brought on-line in Southern Region thés.ye

HYDROLOGIC SERVICES BRANCH

MPE TELETRAINING. The Multisensor Precipitation Estimateam conducted a pilot training
sessiorwith staff from WFOs Tlsa, Fort Wath, New Orleans and Atlanta. Others partitima
includedOCWWS HSD, thi&NWSTC andSRH. The participants provided constructive feedback
ontheteletrainingmateridand preentationand the NPE team iswurrentlyintegating thvangs to
their material. Theylan to use the on-line registratiprocess provided ByWSTC for the WFOs

to sign up br the téetrainng sessins. Thedam plas tobegn the MPE tketrainhg sessins in
May. SR HSB will notifythe WFOs about the teletraining session dates amsireggpn soon.

CORPSOF ENGINEERS MEETING WITH NWS. An NWS/COE interagenayeetingwas
heldat WFO little Rocklast month Theorigin d this me&ing was directy related ta flood event
lastyear in the Back RiverBasin ad the CleavaterLakewatersled in soutkast Missari. During
thisheavy preipitation, the Corps had problems finding COOP rainfall data. The evesgctthe
Corpsto reviewthe reimhirsable=C-16 Coperative WeatheObserer progam. The Little Rock
COE District aea of espnsibility overlaps thee WFGQ in CentrRegionand fourWFOs in
SoutherrRegion. The FC-16 program totals 0$40,000 and provides operations and maintenance
support br 71 COOPdcationsn SR and CR.
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Thosein attendance included NWSH cooperative paogmanageAndy Horvitz, Central Ragn
CPMBob Bonack, Southern Regibt&B chiefBen Weiger, and SR CR Mike Asmus TheNWS
field offices involved were WFQsittle Rock, Spmgfield and Tula, and theArkansa-Red Bain
RFC,and Lower Mississippi RFC. Representatives from ttike [Rock Corps District were chief
of the OperationBivision Mike Miller, chief of the Reservoir Control Brandan Jones, klyaulic
engineeMike Black andengineering technician KeRollins. The meeting was veinformative
andall left with a better understanding@dch others’ responsibilities and a renewsateciation
of each others’ missionsAndy Horvitz gave an werviewof the CO® moderniz&on progam.
All agreed that this e of meeting should occur on a routine basis.

Severalction items came out of the meeting. Thetsieraxitemsincludedrequestor changes to
locationidentifiers for some of theeimburable CO® locatiors, compang re@ipt of CGDP FC-

16 network rainfall reports atMRFC, ABRFC, and th€OELittle Rock Distict, reMewing costs

associatedvith the reimbursable FC-1600P nework, and setting up a largecale meeting
between the NWS and COE offices within the COE’s Southwest Division.

PC-BASED RFC COMPUTATIONAL BACKUP SYSTEM. We recentlyaceived approval
to purchae the hadtware/sftwarenecessg to supporan RFCLINUX PC-based computational
backupsystem. The RFCs op&d thefirst conputes everdeployd to NWS fild offices.
Althoughit wasoccasionally possible torcg the vey large data storage discs udsatk then to a
sisterRFC for enemgencybackup operations, there has nevembeeiable RFC computational
backupcapability. This sstem was develgu anddesigned bytaff at the ABRFC with input
providedby aher rereserdtives orthe SR RFC likup sytem team

This PC-baed gstem will serve @& a bakupto AWIPS ands incepenlentof AWIPS. Each
RFCwill get the sstem which provides for RFC data ingest, weathenitoring, running of river
modelsand disseination ofproducts The sgtem alsdas theléxibility to serve as backup during
thetotal loss ban NWS faility. It will providethe WFOs wh their nostbasic needfr acairate
river forecats, hylrologic coordnation mesagesand flas flood guidarce durhg a semus odage
situations ABRFC wil build thesygems for ach SRRFC and so provice the RFCsvith training.
Congraulations b everpne on thdRFC backip team ér this outsandingachievenent!

RFC WEB TEAM EXPERIMENTAL PRODUCT IMPLEMENTATION. TheSRRFC Web
teamis posting a consistent look and feel suite of expetiahgredpitation and flash flood
guidancegraphics on-line. This implementation will provide partners and customers with a
consistentsute of hydrologc informdion that @an be acessed ajckly without haing to vsit
severaWeb sites. Gstomers W also beable to boosehe flash flood guidance apdecipitation
informationthey want to view intecdively. These infanationgraphics are acssible from th&SR

home page byglicking on “Experimental Products” in the left column of the homepag

Thissuite of experimentgroducts includegraphics for all of the Southern Regioacke RFC area

of respondiility, and eachSR gate. In the latter s&, graphics are availabdt® north, south and
west Texas.
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For each of those gexagphical areas, the followingaphics are created:

1) 1-hour FFG

2) 3-hour FFG

3) 6-hour FFG

4) 12-hour FFG (whereegerated)

5) 24-hour FFG (whereegerated)

6) Rainfall the previous 24 hours ending at 1200UTC
7) Ranfall the lag 7 days

8) Ranfall the lag 14 days

9) Rainfdl month-todate

10) Rainall year-tedate

11) Normal rainfall for these periods

12) Percent of normal rainfall for theseipds
13) Departure from normal for theseipéds

Consistentvith newNWS Instructions 10-102, the Web pages will include a prodiescription
definitionand asurveyfor cusbmer fedback We encorage geryone to preide feelback orthese
experimentaproducts. Further detailed informatiabout this implementationill be forthcoming
from Dave Reed, LMRFC Kl and the RFC Web team leader. Congratulations to@wennthe
team forthis outstading a&hievenent.

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

INTERNA TIONAL MODELING OUTREACH. From March 5-12 Shawn Bennett, B1at
WFO Brownsyile, visited the hstituto Meeorélogco Naddnal (IMN) in SanJose, CostaiRa, to
install and provide training otime use of th&lCEP Workstation Eta model. Shawn (formerly the
Brownsvlle SOO) was accompanied bge of the WFO forecasters, Carl McElrdyhe working
visit by Shawn and Carl selted from pevious NWSH and Southern Region visits to Costa Rica
andinteractions which led to an agreement to slwar operatbnal expetise with lacal modés.
Shawnand the staff have made gteise of the WsEta at Brownsvillghere the coast ame side
andthe Mexican Plateau on tla¢her stronglynfluence weather on the local scalghat, plus the
fact Shawn and Carl are fluent in Spanish made them ideakaadmas for this mission.

Shawninstalled and configured the models on a dedicaterkstation MN had puchased vih
WMO support, then he and Carl provideaining seminars fawo days for thergire operational
staffat San Josdn histrip report Shawn noted, “That afternodfN meteorologists exhibited real

joy when they sawnodeloutput that depicted mesoscale circulations and precipitation fields for the
firsttimeever.” Costa Rica has a dual sea beesnd convoluted mountain-vallayctilations, and

it was even morempressiveto see themodel verfy well with GOES imagry. The WsEta
immediatéy becamepart of tle IMN operations. Shawn termed this internationatieling project
anunpardkled sucess. Adollow-up, IMN has as&d if two d their meeorologsts could 1sit

WFO Brownsville for two weeks for additional trainiagd experience.
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SSDEXTENDED “FIELD TRIP.”  Bernard Meisner (SSD) went on the road irrdlaa spent
four weeks witing raughlyhalfour field offices from Texas to Florida. At eachadfhe presented
seminaron the new NWS Learning Magement Sstem which will become operatioriater ths
year. The feedbdche receivedvas valuable and will result in some changes to teesy For
examplewe’ll plan to expandhe caphility of the LMS to allow DAPMs and E8s (in addkion to
MICs and HICs) to track the irang of the individuals they supase. Bernaralsoupgraded the
WES with v. 1.1 software and a new operatsygtem at the offiehe visited, anchstalled new
hardwareto make the WES even more useful. Hemigs and some severe Wear seeed to
follow him from office to office, but he wadso able to spematoductive hours with the WFO and
RFC staffs observing how thegsue their forecasts and warning®rri&ard also met with members
of the office staffs to discuss the various operational asehreh projects in which theyere
involved, reviewed SOO actities, and generallgrovided the kind of one-on-one assistance the
MICs and HCs have told us they appiate.

NEW NCDC CLIM ATE ATLAS OF THE U.S. At a recat meetingof the rgional dimate
servicegprogran managrs at NWSHthe attadees wee given copies (CDs) ofthe latesNCDC
ClimateAtlas of the U.Qv. 2.0). Victor Murphy(SR’s progam leaér in CWWD) @assed th€D
onto SSD. We hae NCDC’spermissio to dupliate the CDand we Wl do so anl distribue
copiesto all SR offices as soon as possible. Note that the copies are forlibdf8ause only, and
may not be duplicated for external use. Amygests for copies of the CD from outside NOAA
shouldbe direted toSam McCowr{NCDC) & sam.mccown@noaa.gow he cost for thelata set
is about $100.

GIS AND INTERNET MAPPING SERVICE. Internet Mapping Seice,or IMS, can intgrate
GIS technologyNWS gridded forecast fields, and tikeirnet to providexciting possibilities for
ourcustanersto interadively aeate moe uséul produds to sitisfy theirneed. Last yar he NWS
formedan IMS integrated ark teamto explore a path toward that end. On March 2& mageting
of the NWS corporate board subcommittee on Science and Techrtelmg membersdéh Waters
(PRH,formerly SRH/SSD) andack Settelmaier (SSD) briefed thdcommittee members on the
team’srecommendations regardihgwtheNWS should pursue IMS and &implementation. The
subcommntteefully endorsed the gan’s recommendation and pledged thesssary support taove
forward quickly.

The team poposes development of a profoeywhich will feature an ArdS Internet site,
developedrimarily for anergencymanagers, to disseminate NWS information ttegpuirewhen
theirareas are under threatadand-falling tropical cglone. This site will deliver the information
in a common gogrghic infaomaion sydem (GIS) format for &sier integration into the EM
decision-makingrocess. (ManfMs arealreadywell-versed in GISMS technology.)The goal
isto have the prototypa placeand funtional dumng the oming huricaneseason. Wke it would
befocused on EM support, itis envisioned the server would be the begifiamgterfacéhatwill
oneday provide gortal toall NWS data available in GIS formatsntdgral to the protope
developmentis extensive interaction with local EMs during the amgnmontls to gathe their
requirenentsfor the irterface and needed dat&he team envisions not only improvingth the
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prototype)theservice we caprovide to EMs, and thus furthering the NWS mission of preserving
life and proprty, but alsgroviding access to all NWS data in formats that acergferenced and
thus alloweasielinterrogtion ancdutility by dl of our austomers.

EXTENDED ETA MODEL G UIDANCE ON AWIPS. Although the 000QTC and1200 UTC
Eta model runs extend to &burs (and the 0600 and 1800 UTC runs will sberextended to 84
hours)only Eta model guidece out to 60 houtis broadcast on AWIPS Satellite Broagtidetwork.
Eric Howieson (SR AWIPS program mamagSOD) and Bernard Meisnbave dapted tk
proceduresnd instructions originally #elopedby Josh Watson (ER SSD) a@tick McGill (ITO
at WFO Burlington, Vermont) to download the 66, 72, 78 84chour mdel guidance files to a
regionalserver and then distribute them using tbedl Data Manager softnato the AWIPS Loal
Data Acquisiion and Dssemination systems for processengd display on AVRS. Eric has
distributel the instuctions dr addingthese exteded gids to the AVIPS facal poins at our local
offices.

NEW PARTNERS PROJECTS APPROVED. COMET has apmved a new Partners project
betweerFlorida State Universityral Southern Region offices. Titleth Web-baed Tutoial in
theUseof Quasi-Geostrophic Diagnostics in Conjunction with NWP M@&igtputfor Improvemen

of NWS Forecasts," will involvESU's Prof. T.NKrisnamurti and Dr. Bob Ross in the development
of Web-basel ard WEStraining maerial. It will also allowus to cagalize on ainique oportunity

to tap the skills and educational experient®r. Ross many years aa meterology professor at
Mill ersvil le Univ ersity.

Also recenlly approvedby GOMET is a Peners Poject béween Dr Paul Crof at the Uiversity
of Louigana at Mvnroe ad severbBSRoffices. Paul is well knowftom past collaborative activities
while at Jackson Sta but this $ an initid sponsord proje¢ with ULM. The poject itle is
“Preliminary hvestigation of Observed Microburst Charastes and Forecast Methods.”

LOCAL CLUSTER MODELING WORKING TEAM. The Southern Region Cluster Modeling
Working Team hdl its first neetingat WFO Jackonville inmid-February, with attendees from the
SRHSSD, SOD and CWW['Dissemination Enhancement Team, the NWSH Office of Science
andTechnologyNOAA's Forecast Sstems Lab, Florida State UniversiyFO Huntsvilleand the
SOOsfrom all the Florida offices. As part of the N®ACoastal Storms InitiativeVFO
Jaksonvillehas begun running the Weather Redeand Forecast (WRF) model on anpute
cluster. The model is initialized with the LAPS software develope@&# 8. OS&T, FSILFSU,
WFO Jacksonville, angeveraother NOAA agerties ae collaloratingin the Coaml Storms
Initiative. In partnership with SRH, WFO Melbourne will soonrbaning the Advanced Reselarc
PredictionSystem{ARPS) foecast mdel on a omputer tuster. That modeWill be initialized wih
the ARPS real-time Assimilatioand Data Analsis System (ADAS).The WFO has been running
the ADAS ona single processor computer for some time with the output desptayAWIPS and
the office Web site.
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Thegoals ofLocd Cluster Woking Team meetig are 6 ensurea smoothmplemenation of the
numerical weather prediction syems on the computer clusters at WFOs Jacksonville and
Melbourne to identify saurces oflocal déa which ould be use toinitialize the foreast modks,
andto promotehe effcient ard effedive exchage ofinformaton and modl| guidance prodcts
amongthe Florida offices. Sindde meeting we'veecurd permisn for WFOJacksonvle to
exportthe base data from their WSR-88D to the comptltester br use irtheir LAPS, and secured
permission for WFO Melbourne to add the base data fromhdahga BayArea WSR-88[to that

of their loal WSR-88D a input to the ADAS. Weére alsoworking to increase thgandwidth and
improvethe throghput onWFO Melbairne’s onnectim toour regional Frame Reldetworkso
theycan ingst the moel guidance fidds neede for theADAS, andalsoto facilitate thedistribution

of their ADAS output to neighboring offices. Anotlemrtcome ofthe meeting was a follow-up
meetingamong OS&T, FSland FSU in Tallalssee to discuss the verification process for the
NOAA Coastal Storms Initiative.

CHANGE OF WATCH. At 1814 UTC on April 1, the GOESE=ast missin was sucessfuly
transferredrom GOES-8 to GOB-12. GOB-12 will ontinue todrift at an estward rate of
approximately a third of degregoer day towad 75 W, where a stop maneuver will be performed
onabout April 22. Théransition (see previous issuedopicg was exceedinglgmoothand now
GOES-8racefullyentergetirement after almost ninegrs of providing outstanding suppiarthe
nation’sweathe servies.

Also of nate, in med-May GOES-9will be returnedo on-orlit mode, toeplacehe Japarse GMS-

5 satellite. GOES-9 has been drifting westward to @ h&cation of155E. In order to support the
operationof GOES-9 atits new location, a command and control ground station was built at
Fairbanks, Alaska.

COMET COLLABORATION TRAVEL.  WFO Melbourne MIC BarHagemegr and senior
forecasteBScott Sprt travekd to St. buisUniversity last month to continue collaboratieith Dr.
G.V. Rao atthe SLU meteorologgepartment. The visit was supporteddbOMET Pariers
projectwhich is aimed at improving the frastig of tornadoes associated with tropicatlope
rainbands. This project began during 2002 mviinie WFOstaff and SLU reseehers documented
radarcharacteristicef mesocglones asociatd with seveal re@nt tropi@l cyclones. Te studys
beng expanded this year to incorptg MM5 model simulations to distinguish between
mesocyclonewhich did and did not produce tornadoes during tropical storméHatan 2001. The
M55 will be intialized with high density east-c#ral Floridamesonet observations and WSR-88D
radial velocity ad reflectivity déa archived at WFO Melbourne.

While at the university Ba also addessed the St. Louis AMS Chapter with a presentation
highlighting the differences between tropical, sub-tropicalphg, and low latitude extratropical
lows. Scott presentedsummaryto the AMS Stdent Chafer desdbing WFO Melboune’s use

of the ARPSData Analgis System (ADAS) and ARPS simulations associated with Gabrielle’s
rainbamls (see aummarnyathttp://www.sh.noaa.@v/MLB/gdby rungcompari®ns.htn.
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BAMEX WORKSHOP. WEFO Little Rock 0 Chis Buonanno provided the following
information regarding prepations for BAMEX (the Bow Echoral MCV Experiment),a
collaboativestudy using higly mobile platforms to examine the lifeatgs of mesoscale convective
sydems. This field progran will take place dung thesping andeaty summer o 2003. It
representsa combination of two related programs to investiga) bow echoes, principaliijose
whichproduce damaging sudawinds and last &ast four hours, ar(t) larger convetive systems
which produce long-lived mesoscalenvective votices (MG/s). BAMEX will involve NCAR,
universty researchers, NS$Sithe NCEP Storm Prediction Center, ancedasters from several
WFOs. A two-day planningneeting anavorkshop for BAMEXforecasters was held in mid-March
in Faindew Heidhtslllinois. The workshopntroduced the participants to forecasting atpthat
will be required tosupportield opeations.

Thegoalof BAMEX is to study bowehoes and mesoscale convective vortib&SVs) duing ther
entireevolution, using an extensive and mobile observing networdldition to @nventioral data
the nework will include mbile mesoets, mobileprofilers, and arraftbased rdar. This
experimentwill take place across much of the central United Statetssaenmer. Chris and the
otherparticipating forecasters will be di¢al for short periods to the BAMEX operatiotsntetto
provide support. More information about the project can be found a
http://www.ch.noaa.@v/Isx/sence/mamex.hin.

TECHNICAL ATTACHMENTS. This month’s technical attachments include:

Implementatiomof a River-Level Forecast Site in tBewannee Rer Basin, Florida(Reggina
Garza, WB Atlantaand Tom Miti, Suwanee RivelWater Maagemat Distrid)

Tipsfor Preseving Mdeorologal Congstencyin GriddedForecass (Jeffrey M. Medlin, WFO
Mobile)

NWS Wedher Event Simlator, Natbnal and Saothern Rgion Plans ér the Conmg Year
(Scientific Services Division)

SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION

SYSTEMS INTEGRATION BRANCH

WSR-88D. Last month we participated in the cerénce call on the beta testingfpamance of
ORPGBUuild 3.0. Testing was conducted at diffarsites throughout the countigcludingWFOs
CorpusChristi,Norman and Tulsa. The testing lasted abouitewgeks and unanimous decision

by all partcipatingparties vas that fil scaledeployment should procgeThe test director declared
RPG Build 3.0 softvare, loa instructions, site specific adaptation data, training material and
documentatiomeady br full system-wide deplagent. Items were shippéuleach office on March

31.

WFO San Anglo expeilenced atenna/pdestaproblemdastmonth. Dudo an antena slipring
assemblyneeding to be replaced andslortage of locakledronics saff at the office, SRH
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coordinatedo have tk areeRMS and an E from WFOAustin/SarAntonio tavel toSanAngelo
to assist with the replacemenftthedefectve assmbly. Once tle part wa receved fromNLSC,
thenew assably was insthed. Dueto the cdective dforts of all parties involved, the systemas
brought back on-line and returned to normalrapen after minimal downtime.

NETSCAPE MAIL. Mail has been running smoothlyis past month. We are vaslease to see
the WSH QO is puting together a sadule for training on the new 5.x Netscape mail gerve
software.We wouldlike to see more effotb move this project along and get all of the NWS on the
new emd system.

NWR. Instdlations @ntinue aabreaknek pace On Mart 18, two ne sites wat on the & in
Southern Region, one at Dilleyexas, and one at Oneonta, Alabama.

On March 3, SRH/SOD regional sgms spaalist Joe Villescaz traveled with the SRH NOAA
WeatheRadio progranmanager Mike Mach (CWWD) to view two new prodpaxsites.The firg
site visited was in St Croix, in the U.S Vimglslands. Ourepregentativess met with tle site
cooperatoand tower/facilityowner and discussele future site. The second site wasCulebra
Island,just east of Puerto Rico. Here too, tinegt with the tower anfhcility ownerand reviewed
equipment installation procedures and how the scope of work woulelgaroc

After returning to the office and discussing timelings with NWSH|t was decided both siteseet
thecriteria for eqipment ingallatiors. Both pojects ae slaté tobegin latethis month or in May.
The two projects will help us meet the needs of an undeedarea.

TELECOMMU NICATIONS . Focusing on the NWR program this montie, have ordered new
circuitsand ROAMS ihes forLed&esville, Mississippi Cheroke Village, Arkansas; ad Ciso,
Texas. As soon as contact information is confirmedtfer Segin, Texasise, we wil order lines
for that location. Frequengroposals have been submitted for each of theaéidos also.

Circuitswere accepted for Oarta, Alabama and Dilleffexas NWR sites. Circuits for Palatka and
Largo, Horida should be readsoon for NWS testing and acceptance.

AT&T completed the installation and testofghe Aldamastate and regional NAWAS circuits for
WFO Huntsville. Both circuits are now operationakyady. This was the final comms issue for the
Huntsville office.

The SRH Video Teleconferencingssymwas upgraded this month. A short training sesaias
completedon the basic functionality of theystem and theéew upgrades. Also, training
documentatiorwas passedut inthe dvisions tofamiiarize staff wth the sgtem. Thesydem is
currerily on-line and opertional am has bee used foseveraVTCs.
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AWIPS. AWIPS OBl installs got otb a shaky start with atsef bad CDs causing several sites
to have to reverback to 5.22.2 statusand reschedalthe compleon of ther OBlinstdl. We are
hopingthat the proper fixes have besgoplied ly NGIT to the CDs ad the remainder dthe instés
will continue more smoothly. MaenanceReleaséOB1.1 sluld be agilable his month wih
around 16 fixes alreadsfated for the release.

We continue to expand EMDS in the region and now have 11 sites onAli@@opedo have tk rest
completel bythe end ofpril, pending buld installsand upgades.

OBSERVATIONS AND FACILIT IES BRANCH

ACCESSTO 1-MINUTE ASOS DATA BEING EXPLORED. We fregentlyreceive inquiries
regardingaccess to one-minute ASOS data. The questions come froancreese and others
interestedn acquiring real-time access to thehtegt posdile resolution surface observations for
avariety of @plications. Each ASOS has dial-out phone lilnd¥/SH isworking on the protofye

of having acentral server ingest and store-om@ute ASOS dataT his will require a local Inteet
connectionISP) at each ASOS site. Thevdl be anopen-eded datatream from the ASOS thru
thelSP, ad one minte datawill then be stored in a central server for us=ress via Inteet. The
initial two SR test $es for tls will be in Texas, at Bw Braunfels ad a seond sitestill to be
determined. We will provide more information as NWSH plans develop further in the coming
months.

PRIMARY WIRE WEIGHT RIVER G AUGE ACCESS. Access bhyNWS employees and
volunteershas beemestricted at 38 SR wire weight riveaiuggesdesignated as primaspurces of
streamflow information. These gugesare tyically locatedon highwaybridges that do not have
the minimum guardrail height of 39 inches, deténed by the Ofte of General Council as the
minimum reuired byOSHA regilations.

Severalactions neé to occur to resolve this impasse: agreement is de&den the local
governmenentity responsible for theidge for the guardiieto be modifiedand thedesign of the
modificationrequires an indepndent eview byan engeerirg conslting firm to satisy sdety
factorconcerns for NWS empleg use. Thhatter action should bieinded and implemented on a
nationalbasis, aing withthe prodation of the guadrail mod kts.

NOAA TIER I AND TIER Il ASSESSMENTS. Findings from the NOAA Tier &ssesmert
visits to six SR offices last summer remain to be closed. &t Tiasgssment is a formal
environmentalnd safetyaudit conducted biannuallyy NOAA. Part of the delayas been the
WHAM software provided bjNOAA which did notfunction as advertised. Responses heoxe
beenrequested bNWSH in regular e-mail format, aras of March 2003 slightlgver 50%of the
total SRfindings have been closeWhile the Environmental Compliance and Safeigtings were
origindly to be tracked for the use of regal directors, the are now being reported in NOAA
guartely reviews Les formal Ter Il asessmentisits by MASC envirmmental ad safeg
engineers arealso panned for up to four Souhern Regionsitesthis spring.
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WFO SHREVEPORT WASTEWATER PHLEVEL. A meeting with the laboratogontractor
at Shreveport was cancelled due toeanegencyon the part of the contractor, and it will be
reschedule@t no costo NWS. A recent pH reading of 3Mas sigificartly below the #owable
minimum of 6.0 and must be resolved dhd correction reported to theulisiana Department of
EnvironmentalQuality per the wstewaterpermit requirements. Cleaning agentvendeen
identified as the suspecteturce of acidityhowever, this has nottyeeen verified.A follow-up
visit is planned forearlyApril.

GALVESTON COUNTY EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FA CILITY. Sitepreparation for
the Galveston Canty Emergncy Mangement Facilityis scheduled to begin in Ma3003.
Constructionof the faility should bemp in Septenber 2003 andihish in September 2004. The
Houston/Gavegon WFO is to berelocated to this new facili ty.

INTERAGENCY MEETING. LastmonthWFO Little Rockhosted amteragncymeetingwith
theLittle Rock District Corp®f Engineers. The NWS was represdriy staff fom both SRH and
CRHas well as members froseveral SR and CR WFO data acquisition team$vem&FCs. The
meetingfocusedon NWS d@ta acqisition proedures ad methodsised to diseminatehe data
within theageng and to our petners.

NATIONAL RCPM MEETING. NWSH hosted a regional Cooperative Program gana
meeting last nonth. The meeting focused on the modernization plans beingppesefor the
progran and plaa to mainta the le@cyequipmenhand resurces.

WXCODER Il SUPPORT. The data acquisitiostaffs at WFOs Melbourne, Houston and San
Juanwill assistin WxCoder Il software testing WFO San Juan earlier provided Spanish translation
of thevarious scripts. Communications issues are being addressed tast s§heuld be completed
by the end of Apk. Full deployment is planned for M&003.

PC-ROSA REPLACEMENT PROJECT. Frank Solutions, Inc. continues with the development
of the newPCROSA replacemesystem curnetly called the D& Acquisition System. Computer
hardwarewas deliered to SR last moni with thecomplete system scheddl® be installed by
theend of this month. Following testing and accepaptansare to have this systeavailable for
volunteer observer use kye end of May003.

SURFACE OBSERVATION PROGRAM. Southern Rgon received 78 requests from the
aviationcommunity fomew certificates, cancellations, actthn@s in type of suface ertificates.

A review d the listof observerat second-order stations during offiegiews has resulted in many
changes in the list of observers atlesite.
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The F-312 gist recoder isnow obsolet. In March, Naonal Recondition Center and National
Logistic Supply Center completefiepleted all of theisparesworking units and piece parts. As
aresultthe F-312 gust recorder is no lengupported. The-312, charts, pens and grarts related
tothe F-32 will be purged from inventognd the catalog. Offices still wantitgguse th@bsolete
wind and gust recorder functions will need to labkeplaing thesesystems with somepg of data-
logges.

UPPERAIR OBSERVATION PROGRAM. Februay upper ai rankingsfor Southern Region
officeswere &cellent wth 12 dfi cesreaiving smres alove the naiond average d 285.03. In
Februaryten SR officeseceived excellent scorabove 290.00 with a perfect score be36g.00.
WFO Corpus Christi continued to lead SR's rankings in Febmdhya score of 295.46. Other
officeshavingexcellem scoresn Febrarywere DéRio (295.®), Albuquerque 294.92) Miami
(294.34), Fort Worth (294.16), Brownsville (293.82), Keyest (293.33), Little Rock (292.07),
Midland (290.87)and El Pas with a sore of 29.67. Offcesthat continue d show steady
improvemenbver the past sevenmalonths intude WFOKeyWest, Midland, Brownsville, Miami,
Little Rock and Grpus Chisti.

SeveralSR offices continue to have an outstanding 12 month axeFayg the secortdne this year
WFO Miami's 12-month average scdi#93.64) leads SR and malé&em into 8th place in the
nationfor February Little Rock's score of 293.05as second in theegion, just beating oMWWFO
Brownsvlle with a scoreof 29303. Gher R sites finshing the past 12 months with excellent
scores were Fort Worth (292.47), Del Rio (291.68), and Corpus Christi with sao§@9%®.58.

Last month, a complete set of new upper-air examinations was sent tu@aeha site in
Southern Region. These exams were written to dagrears foundn the Upgr-airExam Series

A (VIZ) and B (Vaisala). All copiesf ExamSeries A and B should be des&dyupon receipt of
the new Exam Series C(VIZ) ard D (Vaisala). These chagg were made with input from the
regionsand theitld sites. NWS Observing Handbook No. 10 along with the MicroART Training
Guides e the eferences use for prgparingthese exas.

ADMINISTRATIV_E MANAGEMEN T DIVISION

DIVERSITY/EEO AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH AC TIVITIES

WFO BROWNSVILLE . DAPM JimCampbell provided a tour office facilities to 22 "Winter
Texans." The Rio Gande V#ley usuallysees a gnificantinflux of winter visitors from other
(colder) parts of the countrgduring the cold season. Jim gave them a tour obtfiee anda
PowerPoihpresetation daling with Natioral Weathe Servie oper#ons.
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WFO SAN JUAN. HMT Jesus Figueroa assisted three high schoebedgclass students during
their visit to the WFO, and was interviewed on the importance d math in metearology.

WCM Rafael Mojica conducted an office toor 2 envirmmental sience tass studetsfrom the
MetropolitanUniversity, Sciencand TechnologProgram. SO®achelGross conducted an office
tourand presentation for sevstucents tiking the intodudory meterology course ethe Univesity

of PuertdRico, Mayagez Campus. Rachel showed treeaouple of WES cases, and also went over
some basic amospheric theary.

WFO San Juan staff participated in firet of two CPR courses coordinatedlmny Estrada, éite
safetyfocal point. Twelveemployees pécipated in the first session and learned howeogiize
life threatening energences like heartattak, cardac arest, $roke and cloking.

ASA Lucy Monet and MIC $rael Matos participated in the closing ceoay of the 2002-2003
Combinedredeal Campagn. WFOSan Juan wacommened and reeived he SilverAward. Al
staffmembers contributed to the CFC, exceeding the prey@ars contributions. Kudos to Lucy
for her outstanding CFC effortegr after gar.

WFO SHREVEPORT. Foreaster Bl Parkergave a officetour to 19 @l Scoutsfrom Elysian
Fields,Texas. Bill explained the operationglodNWS, safety rules, NOAWeather Radio, severe
weathe, and hav to getweathe informaion usingthe hternet

SOUTHERN REGION WORKFORCE TRANSACTIONS
MARCH 1 - 31, 2003

Southern Reqgion Losses

Name From (Office) Action/Transfer From Title/Grade

Dennis Clay Morgn | WFO LZK Trarsferto WR Senior Forecaster, GS-13
Ryan S. Knutswj WFO BRO Transfe to CR Forecaster, GS-9
MichaelVescio WFO FND Trarsferto WR SO0, GS-14

Miguel Sierra WFO SJU Resignation Senior Forecaster, GS-13

Southern Region Gans

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade
Jeffrey urnier WFO TAE Transfe from PR Forecaster, GS-12
Donald W. Byrd WFO EYW Transfer from NOAA El Tech, GS-11
Philip Grigsby WFO FFC New Hire Met Intern, GS-7
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John Sirmon WFO SHV New Hire Met Intern, GS-7

Melvin Martin, Jr. | WFO BRO New Hire Forecaster, GS-11

Within Region Transfers/Actions

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade

Martin Gacia SRH SOD Transfe from AMA Elec. Program Mgr, GS-13
Andy Roche WFO SJU Pramotion from SJU Senior Forecaster, GS-13
BradleyBryant WFO JAN Promotion from JAN Forecaster, GS-5
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