The main training goal for FY 2008 in Southern Region will be the continued transition from routine products to delivering impact weather information services.

 The foundation for customers that respond directly to impact weather events is the Incident Command Structure (ICS) and the National Incident Management System (NIMS).  Southern Region Science and Technology Services Division believe each meteorologist and hydrologist should be familiar with both NIMS and ICS. Knowledge of these structures becomes more important for management staff and IMETs, or anyone who potentially will be deployed to assist emergency management or other decision making customers.

Scientific proficiency and improvement remains a high level need for local offices in the upcoming year. With the WFOs, RADAR skills, satellite interpretation, and professional development remain a high priority each year. With the complete change to storm based warnings on October 1, 2007, offices should use the Weather Event Simulator to scientifically review warning techniques and methodology in order to continue the high quality of warning services that the SR offices provide. One goal with storm based warnings is the question; are the storm based warnings issued in spring and summer of 2008 more indicative of the intended threat than the storm based warnings issued in summer and fall of 2007? 

For the RFCs, a solid foundation in precipitation analysis of QPE data and hydrologic and hydraulic principles which impact operational forecasting will remain a high priority. In addition, with the delivery of GFE, targeted for OB 8.2, RFC’s will have a learning curve on the implementation, localization and use of this software.  With the delivery of AWIPS II in the next few years, the RFC’s will be tasked with migrating Local Applications to the new AWIPS II baseline scripting language. While other languages may still be approved, the favored languages are Java and JavaScript. Hence those individuals involved with AWIPS software management and local Application development should begin preparing for this transition to the Java and Java Scripting languages.  

The next important training effort for FY2008 is interpretation of meteorology and hydrology to meet customer needs for decision support service. In other words, our forecasters should be taking what they know about the hydrometeorological situation and turning the information into a decision support aid for the customer. 

Therefore, the training priorities of the SRH STSD for the WFO are:

Nationally Mandated: 
· 2 WES Cases for each Season (4 total)

· National Training Mandates (including, but not limited to):

· Safety

· Credit Card / Travel Card

· IT Security

Strongly Recommended:

· IS-700 : National Incident Management System (NIMS) and Introduction

· IS-100:  Introduction to the Incident Command System

· IS-200:  ICS for Single Resources and Initial Action Incidents
· WDTB Warning Delta Training (any changes in or about Warngen) 
· Real Time Mesoscale Analysis (COMET module)
· AWIPS2 Overview, developed by OS&T and NWSTC in October or November
· Introductory Java training for AWIPS focal points and local applications developers

Recommended:
· WDTB FFMP Delta Training (any changes in the FFMP program)
· Effective Storm Based Warning Training (WDTB)

· Distance Learning Aviation Course (DLAC or DLAC2)

· Communication skills / Weather Briefings

Suggested:

· Geographic Information System training when and where available

· Dual Polarimetric Radar Operations (if available late in 2008)
· COMET NWP Modules

· COMET Ensemble Modules

