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Working Together To Save Lives

REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Lastmonth Iparticipated in the Texas Emergemgnagement ConferengeSan Antonio, which
gaveme an opportunity to provide ergencymanagers from across thtate with a comprehensive
overview of NWS orgarzation aml operatios. | highlighted tk expertie of our WFOand RFE
staffmembers anthe importance of oyproducts and services to EM operationalso illustrated
specificTexas weather and flood hazards, disdussed our communication systeifise feedback

| received from the participants was enthusiastic ancedrigl eflected their appreciation for
serviceswe provide to them from the WFOs, RFCs and the Regional fiper&enter at SRH.
Everyone of our employes can take pride in that, because it’s thnosigch suppoidf emergency
management operations that we are working together to save lives and proted property.

| alsoparticipated lasmonthin the annal Arkansas EmerencyManagment Cordrencen Little
Rock, ard again | found enthusiadic support for the seviceswe provide to emergency managers
During the meetig an greenent was gjned baveen W Little Rockand the Arkansas DEM
regardinghe broadcast of Civil Emergenibessages on NOAXWeather Radio and transmission
of the messages on AWIPS. Theemgnent specifies how NWR can bgd as an all-hazards
communicatiorsystem to quicklprovidethe mediand publiavith emergencynessages regarding
actsof terraism, incdents at aclearreactos, relass of hazardous materials, detonation of
explosivesor accidental missile launcheBhis furher stragthers our panershipn service of the
American public.




SOUTHERN REGION DIRECTOR'SAWARDS. In 1998 weastablishethe annual Southern
RegionDirecta's Awards to haor outstanding performance on thetdrour employein the
areasof teanwork and service enhancement. Theipients of this year awards have been
announcedand I'm pleased to say that again tls yar we hae beerable to ecogrize the trily
exceptionabchievenents on th part ofindividuds at each of our offices. THeamwork Award

is presented for meritorious efforts in forndarg the mission othe NWS through teamwork,
cooperation andsprit de corpamong fellow emplages at the office. The Servicadgrovement
Award is givento those mployees who @ the mest exceptional in helping the local office
maximize service benf@s to the public and our other partners. Congratulations to all thel awar
winners. Individual engwved plaques will be presented in the near future

ISAAC M. CLINE AWARDS. Itisalso a pleasure to announce recipienta®@?2002 Southern
Regionisaac M. Cline AwardsTheaward vinners gemplifythe commiment and pfessimalism
of all our employees, mich combined with the outstanding leagtep of Southern Region local
managerss resultng in thetremenadus achieements w’'re m&ing acoss theegion. Please jm
me in congatulatng all ofthe awad recpients:

Robert J. Ricks WFO New CleansArea Meteordogy

Pad M. Lewis WFO Houston Hydrometeorology

C. Thomas Miller WFO Birmingham Engineeing, Electronics or BEcilities

David M. Welch RFC Slidell Hydrology

Gregory Machda WFO Birmingham Support Services

Christopher Liscinsky ~ WFO Birmingham Program Managmentand
Administation Service

Steven G. Cooper CWWD/SRH Leadership

Staff WFO Lake Charles Upper AirObservéon

Next month we will include iTopicsa list of d the locd Cline Awad recpients.

FP

w

IFPS Text Formatter Progress. The Sothern Regn Text Formatter team joined the other
regionsat a meeting at FSi early Augist to discuss the development and implementation of the
GFE Text formatters. The goal of the meetingswa discuss howhe formdters would be
developed and depled to the field, and the regions did reachsensus on these issues.

Thefirst release ofhe forméters wa distribuéd as parof RPP18 ath onlyto the fomatter tam.
Thusfar, the results have been positive, with minimal tweaking reduight outof the box. The

full releaseof the GFE Text formatters will be with RPP19, which is scheduled for the beginning
of October. After testing bihe RPP sites is completed, Southern Region has volunteehede

all of its offices test the formatters. This is expected to occarihyOctober.
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CLIMATE, WATER AND WEATHER DIVISON

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES BRANCH

AVIATION OUTREACH. As part of the continuingviation outeach mitiative, WFO Little
Rockseniorforecaster and aviation focal point Newton Skiles, WCM John Robinson and forecaster
Brian Smith made faniliarization visits toFAA andNWS facilties last math. As thenewest
forecasterat the WFQ these \8its gae Brian the oppomnity to meet users in the aviation
communityand ceworkers inotherNWS dfices. The goup toured the FAA Automated Flight
ServiceStation in Jonesboro, Arkansas and tecussions with the flight service specialists and
supervisorson duty As part of the visit, Brian listened in on several telephone pilot weather
briefingsconductd bythe speialists. DscussionabouiNWSaviation products provided excellent
feedback to the group.

The CWSU at the Memphis ARTCC was al® visited, and MIC Doug Boyette and CWSU
meteaologist Bob Brines gave an omgew of the CWSU’s duties and responsibilities. Brian
listenedto radio transmissions between FAA controllers and comat@idiners. The groupalso
had the chane to sedhe coodination tkat goeson in the deelopment of the Gllaborative
ConvectiveForecast Product that is issuedlby Aviation Weathe€enter in KansaSity. Several
center weather advisories for thuraterms were also issued during their visit.

Findly, MIC Jim Dikke and hisstaff welcomed the group to the Memphis WFO veheumerous
operatonal issus were @cussedncludingthe reent AWIPS andFPS upgades at bth offices.

NOAA WEATHER RADIO

NWR Expands Acrossthe Texas Hill Country. NWR broadcast coverage eatly expanded
betweenSan Antonio andel Riowith the deloyment of dal transnitters atUvalde, Texas.
StationKWN-51 utilized USDA - Rural Utilitiegrant fundghrough the application of the Uvalde
CountyEmergacy Managment Agncy WFO Austn/San Antaio MIC JoeArellaro and WCM
LarryEblenwere irstrumentalin asssting coogratorDianeMcHughduring theapplicdion proces.
This site is currently broadsting in a 30-dagperational test mode throu§eptember 24.

McCurtain County, Oklahoma Dedication Ceremony. On August 23, aNWR dedcation
ceremonywas held fothe new MCurtainCounty NOAA Weather Radio station Iéed in Broken
Bow, Oklahoma. WFO Shreveport MIC ¢ée Harrison and WCM Bruce Burkmaglebrated the
eventheldatthe McCurtain County Technidastitute in Idabk Oklahoma. Persons attending the
ribboncutting ceremonfor stationWXJ-65 inclued lochcity, countyand publicserviceofficials
includinga numbepf schooldistrict epresatatives.

3 Southern Topics 09/2002



NOAA Weather Radio Forum Held at Cumby, Texas. The formd dedcation of the Cumby,
TexasNOAA Weather Radio provided the opportunity WFO Fort Worth/Dallaso sponsor an
informationforum for officials and residents in northeast Texas. The forum includedyenosr
managementfficials from Hut County the cityof Greaville, Hgokins Countyand the city of
SulphurSprings. Those in attendance included the Hunt Cqudge, repremntatives from the
SalvationArmy, members ofhe local amateuadio community, and the Sulphur Springs media.
WCM Gary Woodall and MT Bill Bunting kicked off theceremonywith an overviewof weather
radioservica, a discasion of boadcasand waning pracedurs,and a look at potentipromotions

of weathe radios all hazards capability. THerum concluded with a special test of the station
KWN-31 weather radio warnindaam feature.

SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS AND OUTREACH

Congressional and Media Entourage Visit New Southern Region WFO. U.S. House
RepresentativBud Cramerhis aides and several of the local Huntsville media, includiegision
weathecastes, toured the new Huntsville Weather Forecasidg@ff MIC JohrGordon, WCMTim
Troutmanand SOO Tom Bradshaw providéek congressman antkdia with a status briefing on
projected WFO activities this fall through ea?i§03.

Broadcast Meteorologists Meet at WFO Birmingham.  Staffs from WFO Birmingham and
Huntsvilleteamed up to provider@sentiions o a wide ange ® NWS prodwets and s&ices to
morethan 40 broadcast meteorologists from around the nation. vEhepeovides theNWS with
anexcelent goportunity to increase meah outreach,and throughcollaboation withthe wiversity,

it also help the brodcastes in attenednce capletea graduation requiremefdr the Mississippi
State UniersityBroadast/ Meterologst degee progam.

Student EmployeeShowsScoutsHonor. WFO Corpus Christi SCEP and Eagle Scout Eric Avila,
conductech Boy Scout Weathé/erit Badge clas for15 Boy Scats d Troop 878 fom Spring,
Texas. Eric provided the scouts with a presgidn that included weather basics, severather
phenomenaand weather safefyreparedness. The course instruction aisluded viewing the
videos“Killer Twisters,” and “Hurricanes: Prepe br Natue’s Fuy,” observig an uppr air
balloon launch and touring the weatheia#f

Student Employee Goes Graphic. WFO Huntsville SCEP Brian Carcione impressed the staff
with his skill a graghical takntin developing and printing a tri-fold brocteucalled “Storm
Shelters.”Based on FEMA building guidelia@Brian’sbrochue highlights the whg; whats, wheres
and hows bthe stom sheltes avail®le to thepublic in tonado-pone aeas.
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NWS Represented at Health and Safety Day.  WFO Lubbock forecasters Jody James and
AnthonyCavallucci, and SCEP Jaséames represented the NWS witioath display at the annual
LubbockHealth and Safetpayin the Texas Panhandle. The trio handetdseves weatler saféy
brochuresand responded to weather relatedstjoes of thenearly 1,000 @endees whetopped by
the NWS booth.

Puerto Rico Governor’s Daughter ToursWFO. WFO San JuaNlIC Israel Matos provided an
informativetour of the office to the governor'sutghter Ms. Sila Marie Calderon. Isrbexplained
WFO operations and highlighted the importance of igwsernmentbriefings during tropical
cyclones thatféect the island U.S. commonwealth.

Inter-Agencies Promote Hurricane and Flood Safety. WFO San JuawCM Rafaé Mojica
participatedn the Agiadilla Mdl Safe Home and Hurricane Expo, sponsore@dimygressmagose
Rivera. Several local and federal eagies teamed up to promote hurricane anshflgood
awareessand preparedness in the hurricaxié goint of northwest Puerto Ricdver 50Qpeople
visited theexpo to viewhurricane videosand to obta hurricane traking darts ad brochues.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATION

Eight New StormReady Sites. The StormReady progm added to the FYO®tal in Souhern
Regionlast month. WFO Norman recogniziedir Okldhomacities; Atoka, Cordell, Elk City and
Seminole,and one &€xas couyt, Wichita as SbrmReady. WFO Nsville added Putham and
Lincoln counties to the list. Mearwe, WFO Manphis added to this year’sgional tallyby
recognizing Senatobia, Mississippi as a StormReadymunity.

There are now 45 new StormReags in Southern Region in FY02.

L ocal and Feder al OfficialsWork Together tolmproveHurricanePreparednessin Key West.
WFO Key West WCM Jon Rizzo helpedordinate, plan andevelop updated hurricane operation
plansbetwesn thecity of Key West andthe lccal NWS office.  Ceanmuncations esting, local
hurricanenaotification and briefing procedureadautility support was established for tmeitud
benefit of the cityof Key West and the WEO

Texas WFOs Coordinate with Texas Division of Emergency Management. WFO
Houston/GalvestoVCM GeneHafeleand WFO Brownsville WCM Jesus Haro represented the
NWS at theTexas Coastal Advisory Teameld in San Antonio during the Texas 2002 Emergency
ManagemenConference. The advisaigam consists of emergenoyanagemertoordinatorand
NWS representatives frothe coastal region of Texas. Eadarthe group collaborates to make
recommendationt the state of Texas on the Texas Hurricane Program. @aidlyegroup was
tasked to help plan and organize the 2003 Texas Hurriankerence.
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MEDIA/PUBLIC/EXTERNAL CUSTOMER SUPPORT

Huntsville Hamfest a Hit!  WFO Huntsille WCM Tim Troutman ad SOO Tom Badshaw
participatedand staffed an NWS booth that higiited NOAA Weather Radio, severe weather
videosandprovided numeros severgveathebrochues at thannual Fimfest irHuntsville Nearly
5,000people tendedhe Hamfst with seeral humred of hose visithg the NVS booth. Timso
provideda Skywarn triming session anstatus of the newuntsville WFO to a large contingency
of HAM radio operé#ors.

Presentation to a Distinguished Audience.  WFOBirmingham forecaster Dane Jones spoke
theAlabama Council Association of Executives at the Montgor@enntryClub. The presentation
provided the audiace a cmprehesive oveview whidh highlighted prodcts servies and
communiation of weathernnformaton bythe NWS.

Key West Management Duo Talk Weather on theAir. WFO KeyWest MIC MattStrahan and
WCM Jon Rizzo were guests on the “Cruisin' with Grusin” Sunday momaitig pogram for
WCNK 98.7 FM, livefrom the Pier House Resort in Kéyest. Matt and Jon participated in an
hour-lorg discussion on topics that included local hurricane histonyricane preparedness, the
plannednew WFO facility, ad themeteortogicd requiranents to sthan NWS weatherforecat
office.

Deep South TexasGetsFirst ClassHurricaneWorkshop. NWS Southern Region Headquarters
assistantSSD chief Bernard Meisner teamed up with stedin WFOs Corpu<Christi and
Brownsvlle to provde a well-rounded hurricane workshop to oér television, emergency
managment,Skywarn, policead fire-fighter attendedsom Deep South Texas. Bernard provided
anin-depth presentation on tropicalctyne forecast models, Cophrist SOO Andy Patrick
provided training on Hurrevac software,r8wnsville forecaster Carl McElrdpcused on Deep
SouthTexas tropicatyclone hits and @@-misses, while Brownsville DAPM Jim Campbell briefed
the groyp on the current tropical clone forecast for 2002. The international andingual
hurricanevorkshop wasrganized by WF@rownville WCM Jesse Harand SOO Siwn Benett.

Disaster Destination - Tampa!  WFO Tampa Baprea SOQCharlie Paxton tapedsegment for
The TravelChannel series titled “Disaster DestinatioriBtiis series of TV shows features weather
relatedstories that describe thazards of nature. Charlie’s segmeatdiesd aonstruction worker
who was struck and permanenthjured by lightningwhile working on the'Pier,” an inverted
pyramid shaped tourist atttéon, along the waterfront in St. PetersbuigriBa.

Power Squadron GetsaCoursein Weather. WFO Melbourne forecaster Bob Wimmer provided
aweather course for fifteen maers of the Banana River Power Squadno@iocoa Beach, Florida.
Bob, a forme navysalt, instucted thegroup @ basic meeoroloy with emphais on pulse type
thunderstorms and finished with a tour of the Melbourne WFO.
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Spotter/Observer Appreciation Picnic in Amarillo.  WFO Amaillo staff held their second
annual‘Spotter and Cooperative Observer Apjeigon Picnic”for their volunteer partners the
TexasPanhandle. According to WCM Steve Drillette, ghenic was just onemall way to show
appreciation to the dedicated volunteer storm spaitecooperative observewho donag their
time ard talents in assisting the NWS in its mission of saving lives and property inxhs died
Oklahomapanhantés.

DISSEMINATION ENHANCEMENT TEAM. The Southen Regon Web ranh grav rapidly
thisyear.In thespring ve addedBess”and “Julid to our family for aotal of six servers (previous
serversare “Martha,” “Jackie,” “ladybyrd,” and“Eleanor”).Shortly after tke floodirg be@n in south
Texasduring August, we added ticretia” and last week we adtéRosalynn”to help offtet
increased traffic due to tropicaltatity. The increase traffic is reflected below:

Month Kilobytes Transfered Hits

March 621,837,761 83,025,124
April 871,085,417 109,176,576
May 1,033,126,029 131,594,568
June 1,315,287,339 153,073,651
July 1,793,735,490 207,065,792
August 1,571,246,934 195,588,890
Sept 1-8 507,663,511 54,207,267

Not surprisingly, theecent one-two punch from tropical storms Edowand Fayesultedn a near
recordnumbe of “hits” on theNWS SRH Web servers. On Septembé¢h® serers sucessfully
handleda total 00,740,50&its makingt the seond mostdive day this yea ( Juy 2 was the mst
activewith 9,947471 hits de to the Teas Hill Country floods). The SeptemUdats also resulted
in the trasfer 0f96.5 terhytes of dad. Fthat amaint of dah werestored orCD-ROMSs, t would
require150,830 othem. Laid end-toend, the sks would over thelength ¢ 193 fooball fields.

To furtherenhane utility and relability of the system, weucrently haveen new servers on order
which will be brought on-line as Apache Web sesvuastead of the NT 3 we currentlyhave.

IMPROVED AWIPSWORKSTATION. Arequestamein to Southern Region Headquarters
from WFO Norman to design a more ergpmic way to issugrarnings during severeaather. The
result was an Advanced AWIS Linux-Based workstation, which reducedetaster fatigue and
improvedlead time. For more informati@ee the technical attachment “DesegndEvaluation of
an Advamred linux-Basel AWIPS Wakstatiori attaded to thignonth’sTopics
www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-29.pdf
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HYDROLOGIC SERVICESBRANCH

SECOND FEDERAL INTERAGENCY HYDROLOGIC MODELING CONFERENCE.
RegginaGarza, Judi BradberrySERFC) and JdelLanier (WFO Tallah&see), Nke Shultz
(WGRFC), Greg Sanley andJohn Schmidt (ABRFC) recenthytteanded the Second Federal
Interagency Hydrologc Modeling Conference at the end of Julyhe conference consisted of
private,governmenand university hgrologic modelers fromaround tke county. A major thene
promotedoy GaryCarter (NWSH/OSD) was the need for more shaamdjcollaboration amorail
modeles. The conference cowattabroad range of topics including watguality, flood innundation
mapping, warning services, future NWSdinplogic modelingplans and Multi-Sens®recipitation
Estimdion. Joel Lanier gave hrief presentation on FSU professor HeRoelberg's Histocd
PrecipitationDatabase project funded the state of Floridagnd devi®ped incollabortion with
theFlorida NWS officeand the NWSH HydrolggLab. Mike Schultz gave a presentatiorusimg
GIS twlsin conjunction with the FLDWAYV hgraulic model to map flood inundations areas. He
showedexamples of flood inundation maps based on the record flood eventladoGgadupe
River in 1998.

HYDROLOGY PROGRAM MANAGERS CONFERENCE WEB PAGE. NWSH has
establisheda Web site for the upcoming National Hydrology Progran Managers Conference
scheduld for thefirst week in Deember inNew Orl@ans. ThaVeb pag addres is:
http://www.nws.noa.govbm/flashfood/hpm_onference/ind&.shtml The Web site contairtbe
agendalogistics, and information about the trainers providing the fshge customer servicand
teambuilding training. Additional questions about the conference shoutlirbetedto Kandis
Boyd (SRH/HSB).

SOUTHERN REGION DATA ACQUISITION CONFERENCE. Ben Weiger, chiebf HSB,
and SERFC DOHBrad Gmmestad gve preentatios about d@ quality control tools and
informationavailatke in AWIPS and fron the RFCait the SR Dia Acquisition Confeence higl in
Melbourne.Brad’s presentatiociocused on aRFC AWIPS text product that contains observations
deemedjuestionable basenh RFC review of the dat&en previded hadout mateals on tle data
guality control and alarm/alert threshold functions available in WHFS and cibee@@ related
information,includinglocal AWIPS applicaons avdable to @&sistwith data QQluties at the WFO.

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

FY2003IN-RESIDENCE TRAINING ASSIGNMENTS. After coordinaing withall offices we
havefilled Southern Region seats in the in-residence tracongses scheduled for the coming fisca
year. A list of courses, classes and students has been sent to all offices. No dogds ehith be
requiredas the gar prgresss, and wewill coordinde thoseas the ned ariss, but thentent is to
provide all enployees vith as much kad tme as pssble regading training assgnments. Tle
training centes (NWSTC, WDTB and COMET) should provide students with detailed logistical
informaion re@rdingthe clases at lest a month iradvane of the tass dats.
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WSR-88D DLOC COURSE. All interns, new forecdsrs and hydiogists who require the
DistancelLearningOperations Course should have registered with\taeing Decision Training
Branchlastmonh. TheDLOC will beginthis mont with seveal offeringsof a one-hour orientation
teletraining session for students and the WFO/RFC traleaders in mid-September. Select the
onemost conveient. Remainingteletraning potions of theDLOC will then le offeed in six
differentsections ... students should select the section most conveniendf adebh can cotain
amaimum of 17 students The tel&rainingwill be fdlowed bya threedayresidece sessin in
Boulder,which will be repeated dur times @ accommdateall DLOC students. Full instructions
regardingegistration and course details wprevidedast monthd the traning leaders.This will

be the only offeng of the DLOC until nextgar.

INCORPORATING LIGHTNING CLIMATOLOGY INTO IFPS. Collaborative research
effortson several fronts over the pastyor two aremergirg into etmancedorecat operéons in
Florida. WFO Tallahasseandthe Atlanta RFC have been working with the ilaiDepartment of
EnvironmentaProtection (FDEP), Prof. HenRuelberg at FSU’s Depganent of Meteorologythe
NWSHeadquarters Hirology Laboratoryand the U.S. Geologic8urveyin Florida. Dr. Fuelberg
andhis students developed an historicalaradata basfor the FDEP, using WSR-88D data and
softwaredeveloped by W/S HydrologyLaboratory dong with rain gauge da for the state of
Floridaand souther Georga. From ths data bse, and irconjuncion with otrer Florda WFOs,
detailedsea beez climatolgies fo Florida are bimg deeloped. ©mbiningthat withother work
onstratifying fow regimes and theimatology of lightning, developetly Todd Leicos (row a full-
time NWS employee, whelme was an FSU graduate studentkivay at the Tallahassee WFO), the
24-hourpatteris of summeime conwection inFloridaare beng desdbed in de&il. Some of the
results ofall this ca be foun at: http://bertha.met.fsu.edu/~bamrocz/gradresearch.html

All of the partnes in this ollabordion arebenefiting. For the NWS tk resultsare expeted to
contribue significantly to improved drecasts when the uniquiata ets areintegiated into
operationsusingthe Grapical FaecastEditor in FPS. Detailed local and regional climatologic
informaton canbe incorporated with smart tools into arsadyof other real-time weather data. A
technicabttachmaethttp://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-2 almsimonthby Charlie
Paxtonthe WFO Tamp&ay SOO, summazes his work in this area utilizing GFResults ofll
this should also pave way to similar developments in otleasauch as coastaldmountainous
regions where topogpay play a major role in controlling the local weather.
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NWSSUPPORTSAMSIN SAN ANTONIO. Southern Region emploge combined efforts for
a signficant pregnce at the American Meteorologl Society confeences that were held in San
AntonioAugust 1-16. TheSevereLocalStams, Weather Analysis andfecasting, and Numerical
WeatherPrediction conferences drew margpers and posters from SR forecasterstfedist of
presentationattachedto the July Southerriropicg. In addition, staff &#VFO Austin/San Antonio -
in partiallar sevice hydrologst Nezette Rydell,TO Mark Oliver,and SOO Jon Zeitler - took the
leadin conductng dailyweathe briefings forattendes,as wdl as eecing and maaningthe NVS
booth in the exhibits area. Botbf thoseefforts receved many kudos;the AMS Meetngs
Coordinatorsaid, “This is the smoothest the weather briefing and booth setupehavgone."
Others from NWS who were involved included:

Weather Biefings: Robert Beasley WFO Atlanta
Dan Darbe WFO Mobile
Chad Entremat WFO Jacksn
Jim LaDue WDTB, NWSH
Robert Blaha WFO Austin/San Antonio
Bernard Meisner SSD, RH
NWS Boath: Joe Arellano WFO Austin/San Antonio
Vianney Lopez WFO Austin/San Antonio (SCEP studen)
Rich Okulski OCWWS, NWSH
Ken Widelski WFO Austin/San Antonio

Also providing support for the booth arrangements welRon Gird, Outreach Manager
(OCWWSNWSH), Norma Jones, ASA, WFO Austin/San Antonio, and Walt Zaleski, Regional
WCM, SRH.

GPS WATER VAPOR SOUNDINGS. High resolution realtime estimates oitdgrated
Precipitdole Water (IPW) are now aiuable for several sites in Florida, anthny more wi be
comingsoon, thaks to colldorativeeffortson thepart of the Florida WFOs, SERFC, other NOAA
agencies, and the Florida jiatment offTransportation. This is a real success sidnch shows
the results of collaboraticattits best - all the participants benefit, we gain a \diianalysis and
forecat tool at vitually no cost. Atachedto this montts Topicsis a techical attachment
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-28 which provides more information and
describes how all this came about.

Tosummarize, the FloridaOT will beinstalling50 GPS sitearound tke state tamprove precision

of their geophysical obsertns for mapping and other purposes. GPS signalsffextes by
atmosphec water vapor, and tHeOAA Forecast Sstems Lalthas developed a technique to derive
IPW estimate from GPS dtawherever thegan obtain the observations. DOT will be providing
thedata to FSL, in return fahe IPW estimates, whiatan helpnake theGPS data nre acarate
asa result bapplying moistuwe corections. Thederived precipitable water estimates, whichfyer
closelywith RAOB observabns, canbe obtaied as fequentlyas evey hdf-hour. The GPS
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soundngs show additional structure (long suspecteddrgcasters) as precipitable teravaries
significantly during the course of thday. The dnsityof GPS loctons is geaterthan uppeair
sites,so the dat are o revaling s@tid variations that are not detected RAOBs. More
information and the actual IPW devations are on the FSL Web sitet a
http://www.gpsmet.naa.gov/jp/displas/displaysp.

PLANNED IMPROVEMENT TO NCEP'SGLOBAL FORECAST SYSTEM. Anincrase

in the resolution of the Global Forecasst@yn(GFS) -- formerljknown as the AVN/MRF — for the
first 84 hours of théorecat periodrom T17Q.42 toT254L64 is tenttively scheduled for October
29,2002, ending final integration testing. The impravents will also include new background
errorcovariances$o account for the new vertical resolutitime use of additional satellite data, and
somebug fixes. Tere wil be no change to the resolution of the model output delivered via the
AWIPS Satellite Broadcast Network (NB

TheT254L64 GFS requires agpimately 20 additional minutes of wall-clock time than theenirr
T170version.All GFS-related poductsjn additionto Wave Moel, GFOL HurricaneModel, AVN
MOS, and global ensembles will be dedayby 20 minuteafter tle resoltion increase. NCP will
becontinuingto optimize tle codebut it is not &pected teywill be able to significantlseduce the
20 minutes. Since the processors at the SBN uplink site wesrently upgadedthe GFS otput is
currerly being received bthe AWIPS field sites much sooner than it was arfemthsago. Whié
the October change to the GFS will somewhdagéhe deliverytime, offices shoul sill receive
the model output sooner than they didieathis year

Details d this chage to tle GFS ca be foun at:
http://sgi62.ncep.noaa.gov:8080/tpb97/TPB02/html/v1.html

A list of themajor modeimplemenations planed forthe remander 0f2002 carbe foundat:
http://www.nco.ncep.noaa.gov/pmb/changes

As additional information about each implementation becomes avaiiakiewill be added on the
change summaryage.

The GFS naming convention has createtkgree of confusioaver the last few weeks. TS

is not a newmodel, it isnew ternmology for the siite of applicdions (d&a colletion, andysis,
model,etc.) currentlydentified as the Awation (AVN) Model run Plans a beingdevelopd to
replaceheAVN acronym on the WEBand in thdtp sener file gructures. Those changes, however,
will occur slowly ovea lengthyperiod of time, with ample notification and overlapping to provide
sufficient time for the transition.
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http://www.gpsmet.noaa.gov/jsp/displays/display.jsp
http://sgi62.ncep.noaa.gov:8080/tpb97/TPB02/html/v1.html
http://www.nco.ncep.noaa.gov/pmb/changes

WEATHEREVENT SIMULATOR UPGRADES. All Southern Region WFOs aif-Cs, plus
theSMG and FAA Academigave received a ©@byte Ultra 160 SCS3larddrive and a combination
CD/DVD readeas upgades fotheirWeatheEvent Simulators. These were purchased usimdsf
approvedy e Corpoate Boad. The lard drive isan addition to the existing hard drivehiile the
CD/DVD reader will replace the cemtCD reader. With these enhancements tOE&S hardware,
andthe new AWIPS archive box, officelould be laleto better incorporate the WES in their local
trainingplans.

Versionl.1 of theWeatheEvent Simudtor sofware wil be rekeased lier thisyear. mprovemats
included in that version are:

Softwareenhanements:
z The WES sdfvare wil be comptble with Red Hat 7.2 INUX. However, the upgrade
to the operating syem will not be included with this version of the WES software.
z The WES software will include Build 5.2.1 of the AWIPS software.
z Simulation settings can be saved and retrieved frala.a f
z A popup box will appear during simulation pause and resume to remind tlie clsar
anyimages loaded while the simulation was paused in toddlow imaes to ugateonce

the simulation is resumed.

Bug fixes:
z Simulationswill no longer crah after~ 200 minute due to toananyopen files.
z The D2D startupcript(awips5x) will work while more than one localization exists in the
case locdl zationDataSets subdiredory.
z Up to 99 versions of text products cansbaredin the hformix datibase istead ofust
two.
z The anoying ETN kanner nessage vil no longer appear whenhe uselgeneates a
warning.
z Point dataemplates will beopied ino the corect loations if heydon't &readyexist to
prevent the notification server from crashin@0 minutes into a simulation.

WINTERWEATHER SIMULATIONS. The COMET Trainin@®@ranch has releasédo winter
weathercases for pldyack using the Weath&wvent Simudtor. Nae that Simulation Guides have
notbeen developed for these cas@ssupporof the Winter Weathe8imulation Giide whid will
bedevelopedby WarningDecision Training Branch in FO8, COMET will distribute the associated
case study da.
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24 Januay 2000, EB&st Coast Eplosive Cglogensis. This case follows the
formationand rapid intensification of aydone off of the southeastern U.S. The
stormmoved almost due north, affectimgich of tie easten seabard. hretropect,
the intensity and position of this storm were not represented welhbmerical
models,and pose a foreastingchallege for the afected dfices. This case
localization is Raleigh, North Carolina.

09 Novembe1998, Wihter Seere Weather. This case covetbe development of a
strongextratropical cylone over the Great Plains allidwest. Severeeather that
accompaniethe case included blizzard conditiansheUpper Midwest and severe
thundertormsover the Mississippi Valley. The smalocalzation is Siax Falls,
South Dakota.

GUIDE FOR CONDUCTINGWINDSTORM SURVEYS. Attherequestof NWS Headquarters
andother regions, we’vposted two older technical memorandahe Southern Region Web site.
Theseneredevelopedariginally to assistin training for those irvolved in making windstorm damage
assessments. Thesea

NWS SR 146 -A Gude fa Conducting Convective Windstorm &rveys by Bill Bunting
(now MIC at WFO Fort Worth), andrian Smith (WFO Omaha), and

NWS SR 147 -The Tornado: An Engineering-Oriented Perspectireprint of
NOAA tech memo ERL NSS82), by J. Minor, J. McDonald and K. Mehta.

Theycan be found (in pdf format) on tB& Websitewww.srh.noaa.goysearb under Scientific
Services Dvision" andthen "Techncal Menoranda™), or at thefollowing:

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ssd/techmemo/sr146.pdf
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ssd/techmemo/sr147.pdf

STUDYING WET MICROBURSTSIN THE SOUTHEAST. This summer WFOs Mobile,
BirminghamandJackson eamed with Jackson State University andNI@EP Storm Prediction
Centerto improve understanding and forecastgvet microbursts associatedth pulse-severe
thundertormswhich fam in we&ly-sheaed, hidi CAPE envionments Forecasters #ihe WFOs
hadbeen invstigatirg this ppblem forseverayears,and undertaking a collaborativéet gave
theman opportunity to pool resoucéduring June and July pre-storm enviromta¢and radedata
were collected at eeh WFO. Emphasis a&s placd on usingsurfa@ mesonieobservions,
WSR-88Dproducts and ground truth reports to vetfily maximum observesdlind gusts associated
within individual thunderstorms.
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http://www.srh.noaa.gov
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ssd/techmemo/sr146.pdf
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ssd/techmemo/sr147.pdf

ThreeJSU students spent their summers at WFOs Mobile and Birmingham SRE atorder to
assistwith data collection, anadys and verification. One goal of the prdjés to improve
communicationamong the WFOs and SPC when assessing the potential nesgvire
thunderstornwatch boxes for some of the more widespread pulseeséuwenderstormsProject
leaderancluded Dr. Paul Croft (formerlgt JSU, nowat the Uiversity of Louisiana in Monroe),
Alan Gerardand Clad Entremont (WFO Jackson), Jeffrey M (WFO Mobile), Kevin Pence
(WFO Birmingham), and Russell Schneider (SPC). efe coming months results will be
compiledand praminary conclusons dram sothat operational efforts cdre streamlined for the
2003wet micoburst sason. Fidings wil also be shared among the SOOs to imprmrecasts at
all offices.

WATERSPOUT SEMINAR. Last month Dr. Joe Golden, from NOAA's [ecast Systemsab

in Boulder, chaired a seminar on wafsouts at the Houston/Galveston WFThe primary écus
wasthe environment and evolution of waterspouts, and thgptation was based primaribn
trainingmaterials Joe developed fasein COMET's COMAP course thisge In addition to five
forecastersand the TO from thke Houstonoffice, Corpus Chsti MIC Jim Purpmra and three
forecastersrom theSpaceight Metoroloy Group alsgarticipated in the seminar. A follow up
sessiowas conducted during the afternoonidgiwhich Joe updatetie attendees aurrent FSL
activities. (The PowePoint fileJoe used fahe 2002Z2OMAP couse isavailable fa localtraining.
Please contact SSD if you would like to obtairpyc)

SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION

SYSTEMS INTEGRATION BRANCH

ASOS. Area RMS Jim MDanié along wth WFO Fat Worth ETs Joe llasand WilliamHill
installedthe new ie-free wind sesor at Macham Arport in Forth Worth &st month.The sites
waiting for the latest ASOS software build to colete te install and start beta testing of the
equipment. We will be very intesed in how the system penfios this winter.

NWR. The Uvatle, Texa?N\WR ste was instakkd and stded br@adcastig on Awust 26. It is
currerly under the 30-dagicceptance test. The sitasvconfigued with dal Crown D00 watt
transmittes.

IT. We have compiled theames ofndividuals in each office who must complete the NOAA-
mandatedSANSsecuity trainingcouse. Weshould be able to enroll up to two people from each
office in the coming monthand we will beforwarding the listof nanes tathe dfice of he NWS
Chief Information Office.
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS., The newWFO Huntsville telecommunications installation was
setback abut one wek, but isprogressing despite the delayhe wiring to the telco roomvas to
beinstalledastmonth. In addition the local telephone sergoavider broughin the phoe lines.
Theinstallaton of theregioral WAN andAWIPS garcuits ae beingnstalled andeged by MCI.

All telephme lines and circuits should be installed by mid-Septs, and will be followed by
testing of the regional WAN and AW circuits, once the rout€SU/DSU,and other hardware
are installed.

Weparticipated in the videeleconferencen Augist 16 with MCMWorldCom, NVS Headquders,
andthe otheregiors to discus the updies and pgressof credts issted to the NWS for over-
billing of dediated serices byMCI. Accordirg toreportsof billing credits,Southern Rgion will
be credited with over $500K for billingrrors. These credits should have been pdstétae end of
lastmonth. Alongwith thesecredits MCI will issue yeaend credits equaling 25% of net raue
for all FTS2001 sesices. Tls is part 6the FIS2001 comfact reuirements.

As a result of MCI errormusly billing our analogoice-grade (NWR) circuits as 9.@}ata cicuits,

thecircuit identifiers for these circuits will hatve be changedSouthern Bgion las apprrimately

80 circuits which were billedhis way. Over the ext few weks, we Wl be idenifying thege

circuits with the old and new circuit IDs andoprding that information t@achof the affected
offices.

OBSERVATIONS AND FACILITIESBRANCH

HOUSTON/GALVESTON PROJECT. For theastfour monthsGalvesta Countyhas beeimn

the process of acquiring gperty adjaent to the existing Office of Emergendjanagement
building. Plans to award construction contract for the Galvest@ounty Emergecy Managment
andCommunication Center (EMCC) are newpectedy lateFebruay 2003. Thenew fadity is
expectedo openn May2004. Theountywould be slelyrespongilefor all the constaction cats
associateavith thenew EMCC. NWS Southern Region will fund the move cost. The NWS has
agreedto providethe existigg Housbn WFO building to Galveston County undetease-free
agreenent. This agreememequiresCongressional languageroduced as part of an appropriation
bill. Approval is expeted forthe FYO3bill.

TULSAELECTRICAL POWER. Overthe lastthreaonthghe equipment failures experienced
atWFO Tulsa were dramaticallgduceddy improvingthe grainding eficiercies assciatedwith
the raisd computefloor and eledctical didribution ysems. We are continuingffortsto closely
monitor and improve the wiring and groundinghe WFO.
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DATA ACQUISITION CONFERENCE. A conference focusingn data acquisition activities
was held lastmonth. Repesentatives from 29 of the 32 Southern Region WFOs attended the
meeting, along with a number of NWS Headquarters paiog mamages who provided excellent
briefingson the status of new programs. Tseussions were primarilglated to the modernization

of the vaious prgrams.

COOPERATIVE OBSERVER PROGRAM. Most of the SR offices have done an excellent job
managinghe Cooperative Program within their CWA. ThudéafY02, 10 of the 31 offices have
reportedzero missing data. The regional age for missing Climatologic&lata is (66% witha
performancestandadl establised at les han 2%. The regnal aveage br missingHourly
PrecipitationData is 1.45% with a performance standasthldished at less th&3%. Station
visitationrate for the regionurrently standstd 09% with aotal of 28,516 person hours dedicated
to the program and 337,437 miles on the road.

ASOS AUGMENTATION/BACKUP DUTY RESPONSIBILITY TRANSFER. SRH
continuego work with local WFOs and the FAA regions to implement the OcioRB802 transfer
of ASOS augmentation/backup duties at six service [@a@ipors that hag co-loated WF@. SR
hasreceived numerous requests f@w avation suface olservingcertificates orchangs this
summer.

SURFACE OBSERVATION PROGRAM. Southern Region received 65 requests from the
aviationcommunity for newertificates, cancellation or chagsgin type of surfzecertificates during
August. The increase for new ¢iicate requests in August is due to thehedutd transfer of
augmentation of service level C ASOS sites to the FAA on Ocflobe

UPPER-AIR OBSERVATION PROGRAM. Southern Bgion yper airsites cotinue todo an

excellentjob. Sevateen ofthe 23 uppr air rformance scoes n SR were abovéhe national
averageof 283.59. WFO Brownsville has shown a stegagyrovement over theastseveral months
resultingin the highest perfamancescore inJuly with 299.00. A scoreof 300 is pdect. Close

behindBrownsvlle was WFO Forth Weth with an excellenscore of 298.19, followed WFO Key

West with 297.55 and WFO Atlanta with 295.35.

It shoutl be notedhat WFO Atlanta, just a few months back, was in last place in the nation and
regionwith a score of 224.57. Theyere experiencing chronic frems with tleir uppe air
tracking sysem and SPU-11 bard. Soutern Region RIS Charle Lake along with WFO
electronicsstaff dida complée reviav of theirART 2 system. After finding and correctingeveral
problemsin the uppe air tracking sywtem, WFO Alanta nov has thebest inprovemat in
perfomance saores in tle regon over tle past thee months

Otheroffices shaving asteady improvement ovthe past three months wétert Worh, KeyWest,
Little Rock, Miami and Albuquerque, all with excellent scores of 294n21lahove.
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Until the problems with the bastaBon data display unit areorrected, the delay deliver the
Radiosonde&surface Observinghstrumentation System (RS®)Icontinus naionwide. Phasell
siteswererequestd to move forward with the installation of their cement pads with conduit and
towersfor their new sgtem. During August, ake Charles, CorpuShristi and Amarillo installed
their towers and i realy for the dévery of RSOB.

WFO Miami also received their neRSOIS tower, but coordination with NHC is necessafpre
it will be installed. WFO Miamiwas a test site for RSOIS but the current taw&oo close to the
building and abes ot meé¢ the netesologcal siting requiranents NWSHeadquarters and/FO
Miami have identifiech potential new location to meet the meteorological sieggirements for
RSOIS between the inflation building and the WFO.

RSOIS status: The@roblem with the RSOIS daa display has been identified and a fix is underway.
Theremay be as mnyas six OIS unis at N.SC that tuincion propety. Within thenextfew
weeksNWSH hopes to ship them oto the field. With cold weather approaching in Alaska
Ancharageand Bethel are the first sitesgetthese systems. Phasgtés in Southern Region that
havenot recesed ther RSOB, WFOs Naman and SaJuan aralso on théist to gettheir RSOIS
soon.

During the past yeaWWFO Shreveport intern BracShebon has ben woking on a upper a
trainingtapetitled, “An Introduction and Practical Guit@Upper Air Duties.” After reviewingnd
correctingsome procedure errors, the trainiagewas completed in time to lggven to each upper
air site in Southrn Regn at theData Aquidtion Conferece heldlast month. Bob Thoms,
NWSH upper air requirements section, was so impressed witutdlay of the training tape that
hehas amngedo have 40 copies mde andent toall upper air sitesr the NWS, as well as to be
made available to students at the new NWSTC Data Acquisition course.

REAL-TIME ARCHIVAL OF LEVEL-II DATA USING THE INTERNET. As part of the
above NASA-CRYSTAL FACE project, SR w&ed with NASA to ingall specal local data
manager (DM) computersat each WFOThe LDM is used® route WSR88D basealata in eal-

time, from the EBaseDataDistribution System, thru NCDC, on to NASA, via tmdrnet for the
WSR-88Ds located in Miami, Key West and Tampa.

With the approval of thAWIPS program officeecurity foal point, these interfaces will be allowed
to stay in place wen after the implementation of the ORPG to AWIPS\Lto LAN interface
Funding for themonthlyDSL orcable iternet onnectivty is now beig pickal up bythe NASA
TropicalRainfallMeasurement project. A fourth WSR-88D site in Melbouwvitidbe added in mid-
September.
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This means thiareal-tme WSR-88Dbase dat are gailableto the NWS, ICDC, NASA ad to

universties,as well 8 privatanteress using tle Irternet,at no costo the NWS.WFO Melbourne
hopedo ingesthese da and usethemfor initialization oflocallyderivechumeri@al weatler modesd

in supporiof their brecass and wenings,with spe@l emphais on avitdon forecasts.

LEASE FOR MIAMI WSR-88D. Theexisting landuse agreement for the site which heube
Miami WSR-88D bewveen theSRH and th&J).S. Armyfor ten ares ofland in sothwest Miani
expiresat theend ofthis year, dued the fct that theArmy is alandonng the propety. SRH is
workingwith MASC to £cure avnershipfrom the GA at no cet for thesame teracre tact.

KEESLER AFB WSR-88D RELOCATION. A preferred itad of land for relocation of the
KeeslerAFB WSR-8D has ben loca¢d in Bandon, Misissippi. MASC has submi#d to the
Branda city attorng awritten @unter poposal fo a no-ost 20-gar leae for tle parce

ASOS SENSOR RELOCATIONS. Site surveys have ee completed with the FAA ardcal
airpott officials for theASOS Combiné Sensor @up rebcationsat Talldnasseerad Colege
Station. The airport has alreadglected theontractor for the Tallahassee move wh#ledAH-orm
7460approval is pending. A pre-onstrucion meetiig was hkl at Collgge Stabn thisweek, wth
the rel@ation epected tdoe complee within two weeks.

WFO HUNTSVILLE RADAR COVERAGE. Narrowband communication lines have been
installedatWFO Birmingham and th€olumbus, Mississippi WSR-88D RDA shelter. These lines
will provide WSR-88D data to WFO Huntsville. Thaleband T-1line interfacing the Hyfop
WSR-88D and WFO Huntsville will be installed in January, prior to thér&ary operational
openingof WFO Huntsville. Coincident with this, the ROC will install@RPGwith Build 2.0 at
WFO Huntsvill e in early Jarnuary.

WEST MEMPHIS, ARKANSAS AIRPORT ASOSINSTALLATION. Inresponsdo a new
FAA requirenent,SRH is working with NWSHthe FAASouthwesRegion,and WFO Mephis

to ste, install and commission a new FAA sponsored ASOS in West Memphis, Arkang&s. W
Memphiswould be responsible for site maintenaritiee location of the combined sensor grang
theacquisition control unit havadreadybeen determined and the required arspéearace foms
and leases are pending with tR&AA. NWSH is currently woking with CASC to procure a
contractor for much of the site prep#oa, trenching, cabling and foundation work.

ASOS COMMUNICATIONS TRANSFER. Variousservice level A and B airports with the
integrated temminal wedher sgtem insthed are changng ther method 6 longline data
disseminatioriromthe NNVS AWIPS to the FAA ADAS.This will save the NWS communication
costssince a ddicatel dial-ou phone lire will no longer 2 needéd at the ASC5 ACU. Atlanta
Hartsfeld Airport and Oklahana CityWill RogersAirport have dready been transferredseamlesdy.
Ten additional sites are slated for later in CY2002.
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ASOSPROCESSOR UPGRADE AND PLANNED PRODUCT IMPROVEMENT. Several
SRH sites cotinue toparticipate in the new ASOS processor uggraAfter abrief hidus due to
persistenproblemswith lockups and warm starts, the new Watchdog Timer sadtivarsion 2.6A-
5) has beennstalled at three sites in Southern Region (ATT, CSM, and Memphis)kupoc
problems at CSM forced the removal of this software and reinstallation of the oldrsoftwa

KEY WEST WFO DESIGN STATUS. The agreed-upon corpador WFO KeyWest at the 15%
designreview n mid-July is being modified to bring it into budgefter an estimating error was
discoveed inthe consuction osts for tle reinbrced oncretewalls. The basiclbor planshould
notchangebut some architectural details ntsymodified or eliminatedSecurity requin@ents for
fencing and othe details are being revieweby securityspecialists at MASC and CASC. A
preliminary upper air surveyvas just completed,uib the calclations for upper air transmitter
limiting angles and balloon flight obstacle claces are not complete.

SRWIREWEIGHT SAFETY SURVEYS. Surveys of wiraveight (WW) mounting conditions
onbridges and aither locationgontinue around the region with Al Hong of WH@Isa being the
first servce hydrologst/hydro focal point to complete the inspen and measurement of all the
manuallyoperatd WW sites inthe TulssCWA. WFO Amaillo alsocompletd their WW séety
surveys this month.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND SAFETY ACTIVITIES. Sewageffluent permit
renewds were processed for WFOs ShreveploakeCharles, New Orleans ahdwer Mississippi
RFC. Diesel @haust calulatiors for a louisianaairquality permit determinatiomerformed by.en
Bucklin, New Orleans ECS focal point, found that the limited-time of the 175KW emergency
power gnerabr exemptd NWS from tls requiement.

A sewag@ permit aplicatian reneval will also be madéo Miami-Dade Countyor WFO Mamiand
theNationalHurricane Centethis month Fuel taks at alFlorida WFOs were never listeredwith
the state as required ate law during the WFO constructiamdahat is in progress now kpe
ECSfocal points. There is no fee for this in Florida, and this will result in anahfurel tank
inspection by the state. WFO Jacksonville has loegpected and found to be in compliance.

The NWS noise survey was completedtbg Public Health Service at WFO Fort Worth and sent
to Washington for approval prito release. Preliminamydications are that no hearing conséora
programwill be requred at WFO Fort Worth, which would require audergs of selected
employeeand nedial records retiinal for 30 years ThenextNWS site planneébr this national
survey is WFO Albuqueue.

The NOAA self inspection survey vgaconducted nationwide and Southern Region was 100% on

the submissionswith some offices being contacted with follow-gyestions regarding mandatory
postingsof safey notices.
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A sample of a distinctive self-illuminated aredlective vest for NWS emplegs waseceived and
bids are being evaluated prior to placargorder for quantities to be sent to each SR office.

Spill plans were requested from IMASC contrator TetaTechor SR leaed offces andlao some
NWS owned offices thatvere omitted because their total fuel quaias less than that specified
by EPArequirirg such glan wha the offce was onstruceéd. Theise survgs for thesespill plans
will be done in September and October.

CPRclasses were held f&R employees around thegron on a voluntarpasis, including SRH.
Shortrange emergencycommunicabns rados were purchased at SRH for the purpose of
communicatingbetween the two designated evaiton points fromthe feckral buiding in
downtownFort Worth. These radios will beperated bylesignated primargnd backup empleg
volunteersnot on the existing Occupant Emergeriign since they will be expected to exit the
buil ding promptly during an emergercy.

ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT DIVISION

DIVERSITY/EEO AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

WFO BIRMINGHAM. WFO Birmingham forecasterabbne Jones created and gave
presentatiorno the Alabama Council Association Executives at th®lontgomeryCountry Club.
Thepresentation covered who the National WeaB®vicds, deta about pducts ad servies,
andhow to reeive weathernformaton. In attendace wee executresfrom at least 12 different
associations and federations around the state.t Bledarone.

WFO BROWNSVILLE. WCM Jess Haroand student volunteer Margarita Salcedoega
presentationo thecity of Port Isabel Rotarlub that dealt with tropical cyclomeeparedness and
the Atlantic Basin forecast for 2002.

DAPM Jim Campbell ws the gest spdeer at tie Browrsville Publt Library's"Monthly Lecture
Series." Jim reviewed the past thrbarricane seasus and thie affects on thd.owe Rio Grande
Valley, as w# as hurricane hazards and the fostdar the upcoming hurricane season.

JesusHaro organized a meeting with mensaf the Matamoros, M&o Tekvisa affiliate.

Televisa is the dominamglevision network in Mexico. The meeting watended by Jesus, SOO
Shawn Bennett and forecaster Mike Castillo, andl @nducted completelg Spanish.
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AlthoughTelevisas a Mexica netwok, its showsattracta wide vievershipon the American side
of the bordeand the news sevices bcus on eents on bth sides bthe border. As such, they
monitor our forecast and warnipgoducts in addition to those produced byNtexican National
WeatherService. In this manner, th@yovide information for Americans on both sid#sthe
border,including the vertransient workforce in the Rio Grande Valleyhe meeting was we
successful and the affiliate pledigés continued support to the WFO.

WFO SAN ANGELO. MIC Buddy Mchtyre qave apresentation to the Southwest Rotary Club
whichfocused on who the NWS is, what we do, aritle on weather safetyBuddy met with the
presidentof the club who works foKDCD-FM and MIX 106.1 in San Argdo, and offered an
invitationto the offce to do @iture peparedess inteviews.

WFO SAN JUAN. WCM Rafael Mojica visited th&aunabaJunior Hidn School Mauel Ortr

to conducta hurricanealk for @ ninth gaders. fie cityof Maundo lies alog the satheast cast
of PuertdRico, close to where hurricandago and Georges maldadfall. Rafael also assisted two
gradwatestudents from the Inter AmericdJniversityin Ponce wth their hurricane prepeedness
project The poject involved filming a documentann hurricanes of the past decade, ahdtw
preparedness adions must be taken to proted lif e and property.

A group @ 19 fouth throudn sixthgradespecial education students from the Sod@tyEducation
andRehabilitation of Special Needs Students (SER) of Puerto Rico talF€dSan JuanSER is

anon-proit organization devoted to the rehabilitation and education of $peeidsstudents. Ten
studentgoured the facility in whel chairs. Thewere veryimpressedvith the tebnology CRS,

general operations, and NOAAhovie "Realms of a Unique Planet.”
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SOUTHERN REGION WORKFORCE TRANSACTIONS

AUGUST 1 - 31, 2002

Southern Region L osses

Name

From (Office)

Action/Transfer

From Tite/Grade

Bernard Esposito WFO MFL Retirement Senbr Foreaser,GS-13
Larry Peabody WFO EWX Retirement Senbr Foreaser,GS-13
JanetSpurgen RFC ORN Tranger to CR Hydrologig, GS-12

Jim Stekovich WFO JAN Trangder to CR MIC, GS-15

Mickey McGuire WFO BRO Tranger to CR Forecater, GS-12
Donald Baker WFO LUB Trander to AWC Senbr Foreaser,GS-13
Southern Region Gains

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade

Clyde Vines WFO MOB Reasignment from CR El Tech,GS-11

Dennis Fetigen WFO EYW Reasignment from WR Forecater, GS-12
Priscilla Bridenstine WFO HUN Reasignment from CR Forecaste, GS-9
Timothy Erickson WFO LIX Reasignment from CR Forecater, GS-12
Jason Dunn WFO CRP New Hire Met Intern GS5
William Schaub, Jr. WFO HUN Trandger from CR Senor Foreaser, GS-13
Steven M. Shumway WFO HUN Tranger from CR Senor Foreaser, GS-13
Mark Hunter SRH AMD New Hire Budget Oficer,GS-12

Within Region Transfers/Actions

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade

Roberto Garcia WFO MFL Promotbn from MFL Senbr Foreaser,GS-13
Matthew Zika WFO HUN Pronotion from MEG Senbr Foreaser,GS-13
Robert Boyd WFO HUN Reasignmet from MAF Senbr Foreaser,GS-13
Jasm Elliott WFO HUN Reasignmentfrom MEG Forecater, GS-12

Eric Howieson SRH DD Promoton from TSA AWIPS Program Mgr, G493
Michael Richer WFO HUN Reasgnmentfrom HSV Forecaste, GS5

Kurt Weber WFO HUN Reasgnmentfrom HSV Met Intern GS5

Mary E. Carroll WFO HUN New Hire Met Intern GS5

Alan Gerard WFO JAN Promoton from JAN MIC, GS-15
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