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| am pleased to announg@umber of Southern Region emm@eyg and offices will beeceiving the
Department of Commerce Bronze Medals. Recipieets ar

KevinBrown, MikeCoyne, ChrisLiscinsky, Mark Roseand Tim Troutman - as part of a group
being ecogrized for inproved stiwareused in th&NOAA Wedher Radb Progam.

DennisCain and Matt Strahan - as part of @roup which developeaind mplenenta theNWS
Corporae Web mage pges.

WFOsAustin/San Antonio, Jackson, Memphisand Birmingham for services during an outbreak
of tornadoes and flooding in November 2001.

WFO LakeCharlesand the Lower Mississippi RFC for servicesluring the flooding associated
with tropical storm Allison in June 2001.

WFO Norman for services during a major ice storm in Janz4§2.

Congraulations o all thesemedal reipients.




| am also pleased to announce Soathern Region Isaac Cline Award winners for 2002. The
selectionteam whib@ involved regimal, fidd and NWSEOrepreentatives, had a ifficult task
choosingfrom the numerous excellent nomiioais. Although these individuals and groups were
selectedo recéve the Sothern Rgion Cline Avard, evergne in the region can be proud of the
teamworkthat has been accomplished during th&yCongratulations to evespe. Namesf the
winners are included as an attachment this month.
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/oct02attach.pdf

CLIMATE, WATER AND WEATHER DIVISON

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES BRANCH

HURRICANE IMPACTS. Within thepast monthboth tropcal stormisidae and htricare Lili
madelandfall on the Louisiana coast - little more thamegek apart.All SouthernRegion offices
who were #ected providel excellat servie befoe, duringand afte landfdl of both sbrms.
Althoughlsidare was astrong @tegoy 4 hurricane whentiimpacte Yucata, thank godness it
weakenedonsiderably por to itswell-forecast trek northward to thelisiana coast. Even so,
torrentialrains agar awg as the Floida panhadleaccompanied landfall. The raiasd flooding
were also forecast well and thevere no fatalities with the storm. Lili also wenkd just before
landfall, so her impact was consideralaglgs than what might have been.

All who were involved are to be commended, andi@aarly those who stepdeup toprovide
assistancevhen called upon, including forecasterho were TDY’d to other officeS’heRegional
Operations Centaat SRHwas manned around the clock and comments such as thosefioen
WFO New Orleans Area MI Paul Trotter (fdowing Isidore) rélect best how well we can
accomplish our important public safetyssion when we all work together.

Thanksfor the recent and timeupport given byheRegional Office to WFO New
Orleans/BatorRouge. Your staffs provided all the necessagsources needed
duringlsidore. | wish toespecially thank Scott Spratt, Paul Witsaman and the ROC
personnke This is a true example of tiWS exceeding its mission, surpassing
expectations, and delivering exceptional service.

Scotts [detailed to the WFO from WFO Melbourne] work is wortliyneightened
praie. He wa a total tam memberappliedexceptioal scietific tenets, and i
extremelywell with value addd prodat delivey. Paul [fran SRH/GNVWD, who
providedan on-site NWS contact tite state emergenoperations centen Baton
Rouge]kept abeast of ativity and reeived may favorabé accahdes fom the
LouisianaState Office of Emergendrepaednesdor his quality partnéng. He
maintainedimely contactind coadination wth the office throughout events. The
entireROC unit provided guidance, coaching, artibal aid. All requests from tlns

2 Southern Topics 10/2002


http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/oct02attach.pdf

officewere responded to without exception Their coordination suppcibea
local adivities.

WFO LIX wanted to make sure thaur colleguesare reognizel for impecable
work! Again, thais for thesupport.

Thelevel of preparedness all along thdi®&@oast could ndbave been bettéor both storms striking
the same area within a week.

NWR DEDICATED AT FOUNTAINHILL,ARKANSAS. Thevoice of the National Weather
Serviceis now being heard across southeast Aska and grtions of northeast Louisiana. On
Septembet 2, Arkansas Governor Mike HuckalzeelNational Weather Servic@outhern Region
Director Bill Proenza werein Crossdt Arkarsas to dedate anew NOAA Weatler Ralio
transmitte locatel at Fourtain Hill.

This new trasmitter, @eratirg at 1@0 watts ad at a fequeng of 162.475 MK, was findly

operationalafter nealy three years o hard work and dedication by the community of Crosett,

Arkansasand Ashley CountyThis transmitter first began broadcastimgarlyAugust2002, and
aftera 30-day tst period is now fully operationaloF the fiist time manyresidets of soutkast
Arkansawill be able to hear the Voice of the Natiokétather Service and get lgavarnings from

the NOAAWeatheiRadio at Buntain Hil.

WFO MEMPHIS PROMOTES “EARLY ALERT - SAVES LIVES' POSTER. NWS
warningsand foreasts a broadast ovecommeral radioto millionsof Americans every day. In

a determined effort to strengthen théatnship with such a valuable partherF& Memghis
makesa specibpoint to vist every adio station in the mid-South annually. This requires
tremendoustaff delicationto persoally visit ead of the narly 150 radicstations satteredacross
westernTennesse, nofthern Missssippi, notheast Akansasand the Nssouri Bbot Heel.

Thisyear thestaff atWFO Mempls emphaized the imprtanceof NOAA Weather Rdio (NWR)
andthe EmegencyAlert System EAS) in saing lives. RecentlyWCM Jim Belles presented
RobinMathis an DonaldTallent d WCPC-AM (Mississippis oldest 5@00 wattradio stéon) in
Houston,Mississippi with a clorful “Early Alert - Saves Lives” poser. Thisposter sbws those
countiesthat arealertedby each NOAA WeatherRadio trasnitter sewing the mid-South.
Obviously, NWR will increase its value as a vital national warnirgiesyn as moreommera@l radio
stations us it as the sour@ for EAS alerts.
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WFO ALBUQUERQUE EXCHANGES WARNING BROADCASTS. A new “cooperator”
NWR transmitter site near Durango, Colorado & mo service in cooperation with WFO Grand
JunctionColorado. Th®urang transmiter will transmit forecasts and warnings for both San Juan
andRio Arriba counties in the WFBIbuguergte courty warning area. Inarn, WFO Albuqueque's
Farmingtontransmitte is now seup tobroadtast warningsfor La Plate Countin Colorado. The
combinedeffort between WFOs Albuquerque a@dand Junction will improve the coverage in the
Four Coners aea of thesoutherrRockies.

MARINE OUTREACH. WFO Jackswille stdf membes Andrev ShashyAl Sandik, Matt
Zibura, Phil Peterson and Fred Jabn staffed an NWS marine display the Jacksonville Boat
Showin August. The team provided mariners with informatioth@new 3-meter disclsioy, 50
milesoff St. Augusine, andansweed manyguestion®n marindorecat products. A few boaters
mentionedhey need sesurface temperature infortizan for fishing and the new bugyovides that
information. Approximately 7300 people attendedshew.

AVIATION OUTREACH. CWSU Jag&sonville MIC Curt Morton and WCM Fred Johnson
providedan “NWS AviationWeathetProducts ad Hazadous Weatér Briding” to the All Pilas
Meetingat the GmesvilleRegiondAirport lastmonth. Thirty-one gneral aviation pilots attended
themeetng spnsoed bythe ixed kase perdor, Hightline. Thebriding highighted tle NWS
aviationhome pags for fight planning and Florich’s pulseéhundertorm hazads.

SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS AND OUTREACH

Weather Radio Awareness Week a Success.  As a joint diort between WFOs Norman, Tulsa,
Amarillo and Shreveport, the first evdfeatherRadio Awaeness Wek was hiel in Oklaloma
SeptembeR1-27. The week begn with a statewide initiative to program weatteios NWS
personnejoined emergencsnanagemerntfficials, storm sptter goups, theéAmericax Red Cross
the broadcast and printedia and othexgenees in a oordinaed camp@n to hdp weathe radio
customergprogramtheir reeives. Over 25 peoplevisited thedozen or sdocatiors set up aoss
the state.

Major Awareness Goal Attained at Southern Region WFO. A lofty goa of visiting and
participatingin outreach and preparednessvates in every one ofhe42 countiesuinder the VIFO
Nashvilleumbrella was attaed in the fiscal 2002 yea WFO Nashville MIC DerdéMartin and
WCM Jerry Orchanian spdeadecand completed this admirable and successful ofrepagn
to providetheir cistomers ad partnes an undestandiig of NWS poducts ad servies.
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Disaster Safety Education with FLASH. WFOJacksonville WCM Fred Johnson, forecaster Al
Sandrikand DAPM Mike McAllister partnered with the Fedekdiance forSafe Home§-LASH),
anon-profit charitable organization, to promote disastersathication at thesoutreaclevents in
southeasGeorga and natheast Forida. Nearly3,000 attadees viged the NVS hazardais weather
boothwhich provided omerousrandoutentornadosevee thunderstorm, hurricane and flash flood
safetyat the thee evets.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATION

Six New StormReady Sites. The StormReady progm added to the FY02 total in Southern
Regionduring the month of SeptembaNFO FortWorth reognized hree conmunities Coppell,
Highland Village and Ravlett, and me county, Navarro inorth Texas as StorrReady. WFO
TampaBay ecognized Manatee Countwhile WFO Amarillo reognizedBeaver Countyof
OklahomaasStormRedy. A total of 51 new StormReadites were recognized in the Southern
Region during fiscalgar 2002.

Deep South TexasWFO SupportsLocal Emergency Management. WFO Bravnsville WCM

JesudHaro and Forecaster Mike Castillo reggeted the NWS as part of thest meeing of the
Hidalgo County“Disaste Prepaedness dskForcé in deepSouth TexasThe purpse of theask
force,comprising NWS and countyreergencynanagement personnislfo provide county desgon
makers vth pradical andfiscal ecommeadations egardhg disater prparednss.

Emergency Managers Get a First-Hand Look at Severe Weather Operations. When severe
thundertormsthreatenedklahomeaon Septemdr 18, péiciparts and attedees athe Oklaloma
EmegencyManagement Association meeting in Tulsaevebviously conceled. Almost evey
emergencynanager in the state wagstsemeeting. Outlooks and forecasts from WFOs Normnan a
Tulsaindicated a threat of damagimgnds and haifrom thunderstorms expected to roll into the
state after dark.

WFO Tulsa MIC Steve Piltz and WCM George Mathews, alanty WFO Norman WCM Rick
Smith, estiblished a weather briefing room in the hotel togokemergencynanagers updated on
whatwas lappeningusirng two lgptop compters andan LD projec¢or. As stoms contimied to
developa group of emergey managrs joinedSteve, George and Rick otrig to the Tulsa WFO,
where theyset up shop in a corner of teevere weather operationearThe EM’'got a rae first
hand look at the innevorkingsof the warning process while coording with their local offices
in respose to theterms.

Skywarn TrainingaHitin Alabama. WFO Birmingham WCM Brian Peters continues to receive
accoladeg$rom attendees for his most recemttynducted and successful “Basi&Kywarn Spotter
trainingclass atrlie Coosa ¥lleyRescue Sapd in Sjacau@ ineast-centralabama. Attendees
were extremely impresed wth Brian’s charisma, enthusiasm, knowledgel aechnological
preserdtion of tle “Basc” Skywarn Spader clas.
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MEDIA/PUBLIC/EXTERNAL CUSTOMER SUPPORT

Southern Neighbor s Partner with Southern Region WFO. WFO Bravnsville partneed with
the Matamorg, Mexico Téevisa téevision dfiliate to produce an extensive news featurdnow
the NWS gathers and analys upper air datalhe Mexica televison affiliate filmel an uppeair
balloonrelease and reoded a metemlogical naration of tke eventm SpanishpWFO Browrsville
HMT Alfredo Vega.The news feature highligliténow uppeair data help forecasters provide more
accurge and timelyforecats, watbes and arning tothe entie Rio Grad Valleyof DeepSouth
Texas.

Fellow Federal Agency Getsthe Scoop on Hurricanes. WFO New Orleans Are&/CM Frank
Revitte provided a comprehensive and informative hunéc@reparedness pesgaton to 55
employee®f the Mineral Management Service (MMSpanrt of the U.S. Departmeat Interior.
The MMS oversees leasiryf federal offshore waterin the Gulf of Mexicdo private companies
for the extraction of mineraésources suds petroleum and natural gas. fkrempressed the group
with animatedyraphcal stom surgesimulatiors, an engyeticdiscussioron the various hurricane
impactsand a myriad dfistorical hurricane facts concerniting Louisiana coast amdrthen Gulf
of Mexico.

HYDROLOGIC SERVICESBRANCH

PERSONNEL CHANGESIN OUR HYDROLOGY FAMILY. We have had some personnel
changes in our tdyology family during the pst few months.

Montra Lockwood is the new servideydrologist at WFCLake Charles. She eared a BS in
meteaology at the University of Oklzoma. She joined tHéWS in1989 at WSO Lake Charles as
anintern where fe workel for abait a year anda half. Sk retuned to OU @ pursue a MS in
meteorology In 1999, she returned to the NWS as mtetern alWFO Jackson. Afteone yea
there,she wasined intoa permanent positicst WFO Lake Charlesan intern. She received the
Director'sAwardfor Exemplary Teawork in 2001.Montra initially plans to work with emeegcy
managerand locéofficials to improwe undersandingof the aeas mostione to fooding,especilly

in urban bcations

JasonElliot is the new hylrology focal paont at WFO Hintsville. He reeived hisBS in
geograpl/meteoologyin May 199%rom the University of South Alabama.eBinning as a SCEP
employeeat WFO Mobile in December 1998, Jason was an irgeda journeymandrecaster at
WFO Memphis before startinigis new position as journeymérecaster/hgrology cal point at
WFO Huntsville in August 2002.
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Jason Johnsos the new srvicehydologig at WFO Sam\ngela Jason rezved a B degre in
hydrology and water resources from Tedon State University in Augt 1991 ad anMBA in
businessadministration from Southwest Texas State Uniteliss May 1999. Jason has been a
hydrologicforecaster at the WGRFC for the pasayand a halfPrior tothat he wa a hylrologist
with the Texas Railrod Commissiorand at arenginering onsultingfirm.

Pleasénelp us wkeome Mornra Lockwood,Jason Elliot ad Jason Johnado theirnew positons.

HYDROLOGY DIRECTIVES UPDATE. OCWWS HSD has completed their first set of
nationalhydrologypolicy/procedus directives under the new National Direes System (NDS).
Thedirectives are posted on the NDS Web pabeere & curently 15 procedure directives and
oneoverarching policyirecive includedon this Web page. These directives supercedent
nationalWSOM E Chapters. Each new directive contains a sealeh“Summaryof Revisins”
tha lets you know which WSOM E Chapter(s)/@gteons Manual Letter(sxOQML) have bea
supercded. ThaJRL for the N5 Web pag is: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/directives

Onceyou ge to the Welpage, click on “10-Opetian and Services,” then scroll down untiyfind
“ 10-9 Hydrologc Services Program.Four othe national hydrolog directives ee in the review
process and should be posted on the NDS Web page soon.

TWMCMEETING. The Texa®Water Mormtoring Congress was he last monh in Austin. HSB
chiefBen Weigr, WGRFGsenior hgrologic forecasteFrank Bell, WFO Fort Worth senior service
hydrologig Bob Carle, and WFO Houston/Galveston senior savice hydrologist Dave Schwetz
representetheNWS at the Congress. Ben and Fraakegpresentations duritige GIS focus grup
sessions. Ben gae a preentationabout theNWS Advaned Hydrologc Predition Sevices
programand Frank Bell gava presentation about the various preeif@n information graphics
available on the WGRFC home page.

VTEC. The NWS plas to integate Vdid Time Event CodeVTEC) in public service program
text-basedoroducts in association with AWIPS Operation Build 2 scheduled theff&YO03.
VTEC will provide weather providemndcustomers with weather/flood event information in code
form. VTEC will be an extra line afode located beneath th&C line. After implementation of
VTEC, all public sevice pogram poducts,ncludingpublic hydrologic servie progam prodicts
issuedby the WFOswill contain this additional line of codeNWSH has a Web site that contains
informationabout thimmew codeincludirg the poducts thawill include this cde. tis curretly
under@ing somechangs. The RL is: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/vtec/vtec.pdf

WHFSBETA TEST SITE. Incoordingion with the regons, NWSH haidentifed one WP in
each rgion to @t as a bim test sitdor future relases of WHFSoftware. WFO Tallahasee will
bethe firstWFOin our region to act in this capacityWe plan to rotate this activity to other WFOs
in the future.
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SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

UPCOMING NCEP RUC CHANGES. Some bug fix changes have been ntadée NCEP
version @ the Rapil UpdateCyde (RUC) nodel.

Changeso the post-processing programseenplemented on September Zzhese changagere
primarily for the BJFR outpu files, ncluding rotating winds to earth-relativéOfm, profiler,
storm-relative)setting one-hour precipitation propefilystead othree-houprecipitation on every
third hour), and using 2 m temperature, pressamd elevation frorthe RUC “tgomini” file (see
http://ruc.fsl.noaa.gov/forum/eval20/?read=1053

The ceiling (cloud base) calculation now prdgeises the snow mixing ratio, aslies those b
cloudwater ice. Also, the precipitatidype now propdy includessub-gid-scalepreciptation (it
did not before).

Changeto the model were made on October 1. The¥ee two set of changes. Timst was made

to avoid tooeold 2 m tenperatue foreeastsover thinsnow coveat nidit. Since thdRUC20 with
thenew two layesnow model anffozen soil processes was implemented last April aftest of
the“snow season” was ex, most users have never seen this problem and, thanks to thige,chang
neverwill. The other change cexted a bug thaesulted in too much short wave radiative heating
in the atmosphere. There wastg inthe shortvave raiation rachingthe surdce, sohe effets

of this fix arerelatively small, but will result in a slight cooliedfect (less than 0.5 d€}) primaily

in daytime.

THE NCEP QUARTERLY BACKUP TEST. The National Centers for Envirmentd
Prediction(NCEP) will perform a quartbr backup exercise on October 17 during the 1200 UTC
model cycle 1200-1800 UTC). If weler conditions precludgerfoming this eercise itwill be
rescheduledor the 1200 UTC model cle on October 24. Further information on thpetyf
productsavailable from the backup processimgl ¢heir approximate delivery timesrche found

at: http://www.ncep.noaa.gov/INCO/PMB/nwprod/osobackup/ncep_backup.html

Exampledata ses from our backup partners (AFWA, FNMOC, ard NOAA/FSL) can bedund at:
ftp://ftpprd.ncep.noaa.gov/pub/data/ncct _backup/

As always, the NCEP apgriates youpatience duringhese exercises which are necessaassure
the continued flow of mode guidance in the evert of an outage & their super computer faality.
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SOUTHERN REGION ArciIMS WORKSHOP.  On ®pember 12-13, the SR IFPS Team
sponsore@n ArcIMS Workshop here inoie Worth. The workshop facilitator, Jack Settelmaier,
(SSD)gathered a number of piaipants from across the region who havertm want to be active
in pursuingthe use ofinternet maping sevices (MSs) to sere hydrometerological datato
internal/externalisers. Current efforts across the SR and the NWSH wesevesl. The discussion
wasfocused on assessitige potential of ArcIMS or othélSs to provide interactive agss to our
data.ArcIMS, in particular, would sharthe data in geogaphic hformaton systems (G$) formd,
which is known to be widely used aynumber of customers and partne$pecial thang to all
workshopattendees for making the workshop a sge®n such short notice, dod.eslie Carnahan,
SSD, for @suringhotel acommodabns and hadling many o the meéng logstics.

NDFD IWT MEETING. TheNational Digital Forecast Datads®(NDFD) htegrated Work Team
(IWT) met last month at NWSH. The NDFD IWT was formed toldistaand oversee a projeot
developa national digital database and test derivative pteduom it, and to recommend the
operationaprocedues and plicies r creding, cardinating, manging,and disseinatingthe data
and productsRepresenting th8outhern Region at this meeting were Jack Settelmaier, SSD, and
WFO Norman M Mike Foster. The purpose of this meeting wasstess the success of the
NDFD prototype, which of€ially concluded thend of August, and involvddur participatingSR
offices: Norman, Tulsa, Morristown, and Atlanta. Numerous issues that wseel iduring the
prototypewere discussed. A list of findings, recommendations, actions wasshk ofthis
meetng, and will be sharedith all interested @rties incuding Greg Mandt Directa of OCWWS
andJackHayes, DiectorOS&T. In addition to healthgiscussion, possible courses of action were
laid out for the expansio of the pototype towad an evatual NDM Initial Opegting Caability
(I0C) in late FY03.

CAMEO TRAINING OFFERED AT WFO JACKSONVILLE. The week of September 16,
Computer-AidedManagement of Emergey Opeations(CAMEOQO)trainingwas madavailate to

a number of emergendyst responders, asell asto several forecasters from WFO Jacksonville.
CAMEDO is softwae that ontains a extensivalatabas of chenicals wit informationspecificto
each that aids emergenggrsonnein dealing with unplanned release. CAMEBOrks in tandem
with two othersoftwae progams MARPLOT is a gegragpic mappng progam, usd to
geogaphicdly display data, & geographic information siems (GIS), which areidely used by
the emergency responsecommunity; ALOHA is an atmggsheric dspersiormodel usd to evalate
the dispasion o hazardous materials. Fa more information on CAMEO, MARPLOT, and
ALOHA, see: http://www.epa.gov/ceppo/cameo/

This particular offering of CAMEO tiiaing was set up under the auspices of NGABoashl
Stormsinitiative (CS). An in-cepth two ad a halfdaytrainingsession waheld at the Dual
County EOC and was delivered Wark Miller of NOAA'’s Office of Responsena Restoration
(ORR). The traininggave an introduction of the software, includitsgneed for weathenput, to

all attendes. In addition to bringing tagther emergendyrst responders and NWS emplegdor
CAMEDO training, the training provided an opportunfty both to discuss and better understand each
others’role insupportiig emegencyresponsgvhich mg ormaynot be initated bya coastiestorm.
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To build upon the training delivered BYOAA’s ORR as part ofhe CSlI, all first responders were
invited to tour WFO Jacksonville on September 20. WFO Jacksonville SOO Pat Walsledr
for the taur. Later thamorning, Mark Miller offered a more@€used two-hr training session on
CAMEO, MARPLOT, and ALOHA aimel primarly at WFO foreastes. Inatendanceveresevera
WFO Jacksonvle forecastes, as welhs warmg coadinationmeteortogists (WCMs) from loth
WFO Melbourre and WFOTallahasee. Dung this foaised training, Mark emphasized the
sensitivitiesof the suie of prgrams ¢ weather input and covered in more detail the kindezther
informationfirst responderaeed fom WFOs in spport of heirresponse operations. Discussion
ensuen the strengths and weaknesses oAttteHA modelingprogram, the need for me WFO
forecasterso become familiar with these programs to enbaheirsuppat, as well as what the
future ole of WFG will be inthis areaf emegencysupport.

TRAINING FOR FDP. A new policy statenmd, “NationalWeather Service Instrtion 20-103:
ForecasteDevelopment Program Trainitignas been posted to the NWS Directives Web sites T
is a one-page overviewhich provides the context for trainimgsocited with tle FDP, dong with
links to resouces asswated wth the traning. Instruction 20-103 inthe new Drectives system
repla@s WSOM OML5-91 on thesame sulgjct.

MID-SOUTH SCIENCE WORKSHOP. WFOMemphis hosted atwo-day Mid-South Science
Workshopin Septemter to povide an oportunity for area meeorologists to $iare tleir knowledge

and operatbnal expaence. Meteorobgists fom WFOs Jdcson, Bimingham Nashvile, Little
Rockand Manphis attended,along wth WFOPaducahOtherparticipants incluetd Pete Maousos,
the SOO from NCEP’s Hygrometerological Predttion Center, Bernard Meisner from SSD, and
meteorobgistdromthefour Memphis and one Jackson, Tennessee, network television stations. The
workshopbeganwith a preentationon isentopic andysis by Pof. James More fran St. Lauis
University. Pat Spoden from WFO Rachh onducted an interactive session on identification of
cool seasondrnadaees. P& Marousosprovided anin-depth descrption of ersembek fore@sting,
aswell as a overviev of the National Dgital Forecas Databae. Othespeakes included Scott
McNeil and MattZika from WFO Memphis, Dave Bygr, Alan Gerardnd Chad Entremont from
WFO JacksonandKevin Pere fromWFO Birmngham. Severabf the pesentabns areavailalbe

on the WFO Menphis Web site. Vrkshop paticipantsjoined wit the lochAMemphis AVIS
chapterfor an eveninglinner meting, diring which F&lEx meteoslogist Mke Wattsdelighted the
crowd with pictures from28 years oktormchasng.

TRAINING AT WFOHUNTSVILLE. As part of the initial spin-up training for the foretataff
atWFO Huntsville it was arranged for tiMarningDecisionTrainingBrand to condat athree-day
WarningDecisionMaking Wakshop Iat monthat the WFO.In addition to providing the training

for theentire brecasstaff at Huntsville, it was possible to include visiting forecasters from WFOs
Nashville,Morristown, Atlanta, BirmingharandJackson. The workshop was a sligistiprtened
versionof the WDM which is conducted several times eaelaryat COMET, but it included
examinationof a few locdized cases contributed by the visiting participants. Bernard Meisner
(SSD)helped conduct the workshby acompanyingand setting up the five SRH Weather Event
Simulatorworkstations whichvere used for the trainingconducting the WDM at a WFO, where
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theentire staff of forecastersuld be trained ahe same time, was a first, and could not have been
accomplisheavithout thegeneous resposeof the WDTB staff to our request, atiae avdability

of the regpn’s wokstations. One BH WES will remain at the WFO temporarily to allow the
forecasterdo gain additional training with a dual-WES setup whiettdr enulates AWPS
operatons. (SSD would be happy to work with othefioés to provide a “loaner” WES workstation
for the same purpose.)

Also in September, and as part of their spin-up trainirttyines, the forecast staffof WFO
Huntsvilleparticipated in a series of sessions with the prirgagy of fosteringommunicatiorand
teambuilding. The progam begn with a liree-éy workshopentiled "FORTE - Forging our
Re-CommitmenfTo Excellence.” This session, modeled after the five®la&ST workshop,
focusedon a variety opersonaleadership and customer service themigisairto the success of a
local forecat office This wokshop wadollowed by aset of sminars on drersity, emotional
intelligence and MyersBriggs personalityyping, conduted by Crystal Williams of ITA, Inc, and
Dr. Norma BEarr. A hghlight of the training wasan exendal group discussian on he stéf's
Myers-Briggstest results, and techniggfer ensuing efectivecommuniation betveen indviduals
with different pesonalitytypes.

GOES CHANGE PLANNED. Beginningnext Janugr GOES-12, which wassuccedsilly
launchednto geostdéionary orbitin July 2001, will be t&ken ou of storageand begin a movigom
110Wlongtudeto 75W where itwill replace GOES-8 as the operational GOES-Eadtitatd he
replacement is necessitateddgpletion of station-keeping fueh the older satellite. Additional
details dout the bangeover ae contaned in a échnicaattachnent to this minth'sTopics
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-30.pdf

OBTAINING ARCHIVED WSR-88D DATA ONLINE. Archived binary WSR-88D Level Il
andLevd Il data maynow be odered ad receved eletronially by entitled uses (thoseat.gov
Internetdomains) It isno longe necesaryto contat SSDto order these data. NWS personnel can
requesthe datdy pointing heir Web lpowser & http://has.ncdc.noaa.g@andclickingon the type

of data (level 1 or Level Il) desirel. Aftercompletirg an eletronicrequest form, thaser will be
notified via e-mail when the data are availafile downloading via File Trasfer Rotocol FTP)
from the NCDC server.

Becawethe filesare vey large itcan take abng as six or more hours to download oneslagvel
Il data via the ouregional Frame Reldyetwork. NWS personnel are asked toodownloa these
data on etive weather dgs, which woud impedeeverpne’s acess to ta Irternet.
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Notethat these raw data are not color iemgfradar products, nor are thegmpatible with the
WeatherEvent Simuhtors. Rther, thelLevd Il data musbe processed and dispdalyusingeither
the WATADS (WSR-88D Algorithm Testing and Displ8ystem) software on thdP-UX SACs
(SciencéApplicaions Computes) or thdnteractiveRadar Amlysis Sytem (RAS) software which
is availalte on the \CDC Web sitat;http://Iwf.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/radar/iras.htmht thistime the
NCDC does not distribute any softwaoedisplay the WSR-88Ddvel Il data.

SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION

SYSTEMS INTEGRATION BRANCH

IT. The site security plehas been written and establishath the new WFO in Huntsville. The
document wagorwarded to he WFOfor the MIC’s signatureand was approved lilge Regional
Director.

On September 18 we discovered a problem with one of tieedraves in the disc arragn the
SouthernRegion pimary messamg sever. Mal operaions wereslightly degaded due to a bad
drive in the Raid5 disc configuration. After tdking with Micron and bading asdtware package

to monitor and manipulate the Raid Array, we foundthatthe disc had sensed a soft error and put
itself off-line. The logs showed no hardas, so we did a rebuild of the disc which took about four
hours. Afer settng the dsc back online, wdad recovered the drive and cgtérns were restored
to full opegation. During ths time the email system was ot down butvas slowethan nomal to
respondd requets.

After working with NWS Headquarters and SUN Computstesys oran upgrad¢o our e-mail
servers we ekcted to go with the SunFire V480 server. This wae to our current needs and
possibleupgradesn the future. These newstgms should meet our needs forrke&t four to five
years. We had sent the specifications to get quotes on the new SUNsg@mwmaryMessaing,
BackupMessamg, ard PrimaryDirectay Serveryto threevendors.The orders were placedth
GTSilfor the guipment ad should aive inlate October. We will keggouposted onar progess

to switch wer to thenew sgtems.

Severalproblemswvere r@orted tls past mortwith Corp ofEngineers (COE) offices corutang
to our FTP servers. The problem was eventuakplved by wiking with theCOE IT division.
They had implemented sombanges to their firewalls, and th@lution was to opea retun path
for theACK packet request from our inside FTP servensy thne you have problems with th&*
servers, please contact G&gtroski or Don Pham at SRH/SOD.
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UPPER AIR. CharlieLake (SRH/SOD) perforngea survey othe comparative stand and upper
air system at WFO Norman. keas able to identiffthe comparative stand to be 5.8 degi@a of
tolerancan azimuth and the trackingstgmwas 1 degreeut. The new angles have been ddig
office staff.

Thepylon shortag created additional siem downtime for Shrevep@mhdNorman this past month.
Therewas a two-daylata loss for WFO Norman and a six-daegs for WFO Shreveprt, while
waiting for pylons.

NWR. The first Southern €Jion1000 wattArmstrorg transnitter was installel at East Pat,
Floridathis month. This new transmitter replaces an archaig@erx transmitter, and has been
placedin newcoopertor faglities. Manythanks g out to thecoopertor, Dick Plessingr, forhis
generouscontribdions and mvite for NWS to utilize s facilties. Thiscompletepackag will
provide excellent NWR service for the Tall ahassee dfice and Frarklin County.

AWIPS. Scheduling and installation of the Linux Gouomications Processors (CP) has begun.
The purpo® of the new linux CP is to inease pocessig sped and poweand to icreasedata
storgge capady. The n& Linux CP will provice an ordeof magitude incease wver the ¢d
hardwaren these areas. All hardware hasmshipped anitistallationmust occur before upgrading
to AWIPS Build 5.2.2. ESAshould schedule their officestallaton date vith the rgional ANIPS
program manager.

SRH Electroncs Program Manager Steveraker, and AWIPS progm manager Eric Howieson
installed AWIPS Build 5.2.Beta software on the SRHssgm. This nevbuild is expeted to ix
approximéely 11 pages of discrepancies andhiifg numerousvorkarounds for future repairs. The
build took about six hours with only minor mistaps. All recommendations have been noted and
weresubmitted to the AWIPS Program Offidaring the Build 5.2.2onference calls. Though not
performedat SRH, this build is accompanieath anew tool called ICAT. This tool will be utilized
for preserving and restoring thige’scustom localization during upgrades. Somthefhiglights

of the new build include:

Units Conversion application within D2D

Sunrise/Sunset calculator within D2D

New LSR application

WWA runs under Linux

Automatic Record Event Report (RER) generation

Severalfixes to AviFPS, SCAN, ad FFMP

New functionality r RFC applications including OFS RFand ESPADP
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS. Communictaons serices @ WFO Huntsville have progressed
fairly well. All of the admmistrative and office telephone lines have been instaled ase
operatonal; the Norstar téephone gstem with voce mail ha been inglled aml is operaonal,
pendingminor programming byhe office; the 800 numbers which wereeyad are cuently
operatonal;the office cell phones agell as program specific cell phonesve been delivered and
areoperational, including the emergy cdél phone; and th&olycomconference phone has been
delivered and i©perational. The installation of the Frame R&ayIPS wasalso completed and
testedlast month. The otuitsfor the four NWR transmitters for the Huntsville office will be
orderedthis month to precide any diys in the installation, considerirthe holiday season
appraching. We will montor the irstalled telecommunications services for this office in the
coming weeks to insure the quality of the rvices and to corred any problems immedately.

The NWR circuits for Uvalde, Texas, and Booneville, Mississippienestedand acepted ths
month. The NWR cicuit for Eastpoint,Floridawas sucessfullymoved to tb new trasmiter
location. The NWR cicuit for the Seminole, Texas transmitter has been instafdgb, e&h site
mentionedhas a ROAMS line installed or ordenedh each circuit. The cell phone servioethe
New Mexico remotetransmitter sites has been set up and will be tested sd®NlI8yfor the area,
Phil Shideler.

Weidentified 73analog circuits (72 NWR and 1 i) requiring a new circuiDl asa result of the
errorsmade byMCI WorldCom in the order process. The naweuit IDs have ben distibuted to
the fieldoffices.

Creditsfrom MCIWorldCom ae beingoosted tdNWS accouts for ower-billing chages. Also, the
yearend credits are bing issued per the FTS2001 contragureements. Also, credit for the
erroneous billing of the analog voigeade circuits was posted last month.

NWSH requested andas provided informatioan SR site locations which have hardware subject
to the National Telecommunications Imfaation Agency (NTIA) mandatd narowband
requirenent. The hardware includes NWR UHF links anddrtyequipment operating the M162-
M174frequencyange. Each officeespondilefor these locations was contacted and provided input
to complete the wurvey.

Lookingforward, we ae prepang a eview ofour cellphone ad page inventaies in areffort ©
better seve and spport ourfield offices.
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OBSERVATIONS AND FACILITIESBRANCH

INTERACTIVEVOICEROSA. Ateam fom SRH evalated poposaldor the Interative Voice

RemoteDbservation System Automation (ROS4¥stem to repladbe PC-ROSA systeourrertly

in use. Theeam reommendedhat MASC aard thecontratto Franks Solutions, In¢o develop
this new dta ingest system.

Thenewinterative voiee ROSAwiIll use vace tedqinologyto querythe voluneer obsever fa daily
observatiordata. This system will be vesymilarto systems useat banks where a voice asks for
specificinformation and usese keypad on theéelephoe to respnd. The gstem will alo askthe
obseaver to verify the erntered values to improve daa quality.

Oncethis sywtem is avidable fa use bythe volunéer obserersit is expected that the quality and
guantityof near real-time data wil | increase damaticdly. Testingof the n&v system shouldbegin
by the end of thisear.

KEY WEST WFO DESIGN STATUS. The WFOKey West officadesign has evolved bayd
the 15% stage this past Mayith the 35% design review now scheduleddotober 23 athe office
of architect Guidry Beazley &Associates in Lafatte, Louisiana. Theotal cost has risen
approximéely 9.5% eva thoughsomeparts of the overall design have beealedack, partly due
to an error in the contractor’s lower Magtimate of $2,398,990.

KEY WEST UPPER AIR SURVEY. Measurmentsor upper air transmittéimiting angles and
balloonlaunchflight obstructions were takentatee locations at the new propengowntown Key
Westat White and United street§he conclusions frotihhese measurements indicate the transmitter
antenndase should be mountatian eleation 0f40 feetprimarily to look over the adjacent school
maintenancstructure to the east of our propeepd the balloon launch platform heigéduld be
optimizedat 42 feet aba ground level (AGL). Since this survdfie architects have proposed a
cost-s@&ing measure to lower the berm foundation two feet which should still allow assfigice
launch at 40 feet AGlvith winds at or below 40 knots. The use of GPS sondésyaiVest will
furtherreducehe conern of liniting argles cased bynearbyobstrucins.

KEY WEST SECURITY PLAN COMPLETED. Wendy Monroe of the MASC SecuriBffice
completedh new seurity planfor WFO KeyWest basgon faciity drawing and cowersatims with
NWS personnel in SR afdWSH. As other NWS facilities, Key West is classified &epartment
of Justice Class Il fality requiring lighting with emergencyackup, receiving and shipping
procedues, current life safety standals, high securitylocks, visitor control and screening
procedues, emergencypower to critical sstems, occupant emergenghans and traiing, law
enforcementiaisons, and background chedks service contract personneln addition to the
above NOAA has additionahccess control and surveillance requieats that were also part of the
security plan. A sieé visit by Wendy will be male and mw result in futher seurity
recommendations.

15 Southern Topics 10/2002



NWSNATIONAL NOISE SURVEY,PHASE Il. Arepresentativieom the Dallas office of the
PublicHealth Sevice dong with SRH envirmmental ad safeg programmanagerTerry Brisbin
visited WFO Albuquegue RDA and ASOS facilities to place noise dosimeters to determine
employee’soccupational noise exposures. Two additional gowtill be measured when
AlbuquerqueETs perform maintenance on t$WSR-88D antenna artle ASOS located near the
Albuquergueairport runway A similar study at Dallasdft Worth NWS facilities found no
excessivenoise expagres rguiring the implenentaton of an OSHA Hearing Conservation
Progran. One difference between #etwosites is the louder military airdtat theAlbuquerque
airport.

RADAR DATA ACQUISITION COOLING UNIT REPLACEMENTS. Six WFO locations
havehad or are in thproces®f havingtheircooling units replaced, as well as ducting modiitces
approvedvy the RadaOperatons Centein some locationsThe six sites are Amarillo, Lubbock,
Brownsvlle, Miami, Melbourne and Huntsville/Hytop (HTX In addition, the HTX site will be
receivng repacemat conderers forthe equiment room kebert ooling unts.

EPA SPILL PLANSIN THE WORKS. In anationwicge contrat managd througg WASC,
employee®f TetraTech Corporation will be visiting 12 SR WHOseither new oupdated sill
plans. Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) ptenspecified bi£PA and are
designedo preventand/or mimmize the imactsof any fuéspill from reaching fresh or salt water
habitats. The sitesare Tula, Norma, Melboune, Mobile San Juan, $aAngeb, Shrevport,
Amarillo, Lubbock,Austin/San Antonio, Albuguerque, and Nashvillach new consticted WFO
wasprovidedwith an SPCClan but lased site were nt. EPA rgulaticns requie these flans to
be updated evelfyve yeas.

CPR TRAINING. Twenty SRH empl@es attended two CPR training sessiam early
Septemberand Tom Kircler at WFOFort Worth arranged for arlger numbeof both WFGRFC
and SRH employees to take th@ning at the Fort Worth office.

HOUSTON/GALVESTON PROJECT. A meeting will be held in Ogber to plandr a new
desgn layout for the Glaeston County Emergey Managment and Communication Center
(EMCC). Forthe lastdur monthsGalvesta Countyhas beem the praess of equiringpropery
adjacento the existing Office of Emergentanagement building. Plats awarda construction
contractfor the @nter a& now @pected byate Féruaryor eary March 2@3. The ne facility is
expectedo open in May 2004The couty would be salyrespongsilefor all the constuction csts
associted with tle new EMC.
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FACILITIES REVIEW OF MODIFICATION NOTE 67. Modification Note 67 involves
connectinghe telecommunicationmk atall WSR-88D sites to the Transition Power Maintenance
System(TPMS). After receiving a copyf Modification Note 67, SRH Facilities reported to the
Office of Opeational Sgtems thahserious ad unsafelectrcal system condion wouldbe created

if installedas spedied. Themodificaion pro@dure otlined to @compli$ this tak does not
complywith the recommendations set forthAnticle 408 of the National Electric Code (NEC),
IEEE Standard 1100-1999, IEEE Standafd-1993 and IEEE 446-198The current requirement
posesadange to equipnent and prsonnkby installingpower fom two diferentsourcesnto one
raceway wirewayand panelboard.

Boththe NEC ad IEEE recomnend wirirg from dfferent source be kept mtirely independent of
all otherwiring and ealipment ad shall nbenter tle sameacewg, cable, box, ocabin¢ with
otherwiring. The TPMS isdd byboth commecial ard UPS powesources The cicuit which will
supplypower tathe teleommunicéions link mwst be instied in a sparateconduit from the non-
UPSsuppliedpanelboard. This separatiwill satisfy the safeg concernsmeet theequirenents
of the code and stashards, ad providea greger degee of mwer quéity and reliability to theritical
systems of the WSR-88D radar.

Thenature of NWS computer-based equipment combined withfewsaving nission regires all
operatonallycritical facility systems, especially théeetrical distribution system, meaintainedo
the higlest standrds simiar to hospials and ther emegeny managemeat facilities.

ASOSAUGMENTATION/BACKUPDUTY RESPONSIBILITY TRANSFER. As of thedst
dayof September, two sites in Southern Region Wegt and Amarillo) wereeady to trasfertheir
ASOSaugmentation/backup responsibilities tof#é\ on October 1, gser the national agreement
between NWS and FAA. The remainifogir sites (Lake Charde Brownsville, Midland, an&an
Angelo) still are waiting for the FAA to install the needed phomeust which will interface the
ASOSwith the AA ASOS/AWGCS DataAcquisition Systemwvhich is required for the automation
of thunderorm and Ightning reporting from these sites.t Is anticipated that a delagf
approximately two weeks will takdace at these sites before the transfenade. Details will be
worked out localy and with SRH. All necessarysurfa@ obserer cetification and traing is in
place for the transfer.

REAL-TIME ARCHIVAL OF NEXRAD LEVEL-II DATAUSING THE INTERNET. As
partof the NASA Tropial Rainfdl Measuing andMonitoringProject, SR workedvith NASA to
install special Local DatdManager (DM) computers at WFOs in Miami, Ké&y/est, Tampa and
Melbourne. The LDM is used® route NEXRAD base datan realtime from the NEXRADORPG
BaseData Disribution Sytem, thragh NCDCto NASA viathe hternet Archival reliability ha
beenin the 95% plus range BICDC as compared o the usial 70%  range wing the jukeboxes. In
addition,thereliability has enabtkthe local WFOs to suspend the use of the jukedorésve-Il
archival until further notice. These interfaces will be allowed to staplace een afterthe
implementation of the ORPG to AWIPS LAN LAN interface.This means real-time NEXRAD
basedata made is available to the NWS, NCDC, NASA and to universities, as well a priva
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interess using the Internegt no addibnal costto the NWS WFOMelbourre hopes tingesthese
datainto a local numerical weather model in suppdrtheir forecasts and warnings, with spéc
emphasi®n aviaton foreasts.

LEASEFORMIAMI WSR-88D. The existig land seagreenent between the SR and theJ.S.
Army for thesite whid houses th Miami WSR-8D expireson Decenber 31, R02, beausethe
Army is abandnoing thepropery. SRH is working with MASC to secte owneship fran the GSA
at no costor the te acre tact.

KEESLER AFB WSR-88D RELOCATION. The National Weather Service Southern Region
will break grourd for a nev WSR-88D Depler ralar site m Brandon, Mississippon October 28.
Transferredrom Keesler AFB, the nevadarwill replace the existing radar at Jack$aternational
Airport. The new location will enable WFO Jackson to provide enhanced lohskxare weather
detectiorfor the dtizens of Mssissippi.Special guests for the groundiaking include Third District
Representativ€harles “Chip” Pickering R-Lauré), NWS Dejuty Director John Joas, NWS
Southern Region Chief Program Offiddac McLaudplin, and the director of Air Force Weather
Brig. Gen. David LJohnson.

ASOS SENSOR RELOCATIONS. The ASOS Combined Sensor Group (C8@$ relocated
in College Station, Texas in late September. An aifpacurel contrator will relocatehe CSG
in Tallahasee iOctober. All necessaBAA approval andonfiguration managemenm@roval has
been received for the Tallasdsee move.

WFO HUNTSVILLE RADAR COVERAGE. Narrowband communicatidmes have been
installedat both WFO Birminghanand atthe Columbus, Mississippi WSR-88D RDA shelter.
Theselines will provide WSR-88D data to tmeew WFO in Hatsville. The wideband T-1 line
interfacing the Hyop WSR-88D andVFO Huntsille will be installed in November, prior to the
January2003operatonal opemg of WFO Huntsvile. Coincdent with his, SRHis coordinating
with the ROC on the needed installation of an ORPG with Build 2.0 at WFGWVlbatin mid-
December.

WEST MEMPHIS, ARKANSAS AIRPORT ASOSINSTALLATION. Inresponse toreew

FAA requirenent, SRH isvorkingwith NWSH, the FAA Southwest Regioand WFO Mephis

to site, instd and conmission a n& FAA spasored A0S in WesMemphis WFO Memihis
would be resposible fao site mantenarce. The location of the Combined Sensor Group and the
Acquisition Control Wit have alreadpeen deerminedand the equiredairspae cleaance foms

and leases are pending with the FAA. pheconstruedn meetig was hid at the de in late
Septembermwith the ontracor to arange d needel site prearation, trenting, cabling and
foundationwork. It is anticipatal that thenstallaton and NWS eceptace willbe done by thenel

of this month, allowing the site to be commissioned in December 2002.
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ASOSPROCESSOR UPGRADE AND PLANNED PRODUCT IMPROVEMENT. Several
SRHsites continue to participate in the Operational Test and EvaluationE20f&ghe new ASOS
processoupgrade. Aftea brief hiatus due to persistent problems with loclamqaswarm starts, the
newWatchdog Timer Software (Version 2.6A-5¢leen installed &ur sites inSouthern Region
(Austin/CampMabry, Clinton, Oklahoma, Mobile amdemphis). Lockuproblemsat both Molle
andClinton forced the removal of this software and reinstallation of the old seftiMae relability
of the software at sitether than ASOSingle cabinet sites has been unptaiale, placing a burden
on the ET waffs atthe OT&E sites.

MAINTENANCE OF THEWSR-88D INPUERTO RICO. Inresponse tarequest from SRH,
andwith FAA approval, the Radar Operations CenfR® ) sent a team of techniciaassist the
local FAA technicians to ensure that both microwagenmunications cinnelsare operational
betweerthe remote WSR-88D location Cayeyand the WFO located San Juan. This has been
problemaic in the @st.

SRHisworking with WFO San Juan and the local FAA Airsdgcilities technicians as well te

FAA Southern Region artle ROC on the implementatioha new LocBOperational Agreement
for maintenance and notification responsibilities for the FAA alared maintained WSR-88D.

ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT DIVISION

DIVERSITY/EEO AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

WFO BROWNSVILLE. DAPMJim Campbell was the guest speaker at a luncheon hodtesl by
Historic Club of Brownsville. He showed a presentation on hamés andliscussed past seasons
aswell as the ongoing seasoEmphais was plaed onhurricane haardsand séety plaming.
About 30 people were in attendance.

Jimwas also invited to speak to students and faailtiie Science andealthDepartment of the
Universty of Texas at Bownsuille. He brefed the stuants m this year'shurricane season and
discussedhurricane hazats and say plannirg. After the presentation he hosted a question and
answessession and discussearees in meterology, and the WP's rolein the warning process and
the partnership with the local news media.

WCM Jesus Harcand SOO Shven Benrett partcipatedin numeras live anl taped Sanish
televisioninterviews for the Rio GramdValley Univision affiliate to advise local residents about
theexpected and possible impactdainer hurricanesladore. The WFO continues to haygeat
relationship with this news saurce which is the most-watched in the Ro Grande Vall ey.
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WFO SAN ANGELO. The WFO San Angelo outreach teamd &SA PauBurke prepared and
installeda very nie display athe Annual Abilene Fair anRodeo, wile others staffed thieooth.
Theydistributednagned, brochuees, andiisited with many customersdm west central Texas, and
evenneighloring NWS offices. The both wasstaffed from September 6-14. Three Ituesinesses
donatedveather radios which werevgnaway a grand prizesRepresetatives fom the Rd Cross
and SKYWARN also shared the booth with the staff showing the importancepdrthership.

WCM Hector Guerrero g& a presetation on NOAA Weather Radio to members of thexdl
Emegency Planning Committee (LEPC) of San Angelo. #iscussed the difference between
SAME and Tone Alert. He also encoueaighe LEPC to find wayto acquire weher radios fo
Day Cares ad NursingHomes. The group was vengceptive. In fet, a surgeon from Shannon
Hospital wlunteeed to findfunds to ptchasewveathe radios

WFO SAN JUAN. On Septeilmer 10, MC Isael Mate conduted a huricaneprepaedness
presentatiorfor 120 4H Club Agricultural and Farm Services students at thgeh Ortiz School
in Barmnquitas

OnSeptember 14, WCM Rafadiojica amnducted threehour wather met badge training session
for 15 Boys Scouts from San Juan Troop 42. Thatsavere provided with a weather pras¢ion
which covere severaveathe, tropial cyclones, ad a sees d locally producd videos. During
theirvisit, Tropical Depression 1@as appvachingPuerto Rio, and wewere &le to demnstrate
AWIPS and 88D.

ProfessorMarla Perez from the Universitpf Puerto Rico,Mayaguez @mpus Socblogy
Departnent,visited andoured WFO San Juan with one of her graduate studBats$ng her visit
sheinterviewed WCM Rafael Mojican the rad of the PartoRican media during weather redd
disastes. This inteview waspart of abehavioal studywhich involvesall of the Puerto Rican
media, and the results are planned for publicatiosdbly net year.

WFO SHREVEPORT. DAPM Marion Kuykendall attend® an annual appreciation luncheon
hostedby Chanrel 5 KALB TV of Alexandria, Louisiana, for storm spotters ambperative
observes. Marion was also interviewed lye local TV station on thenportance ostorm spotters
andcooperative observers to tN&V/S. Tom Kavecka, the TV weathermanygauta few legth

of serviceawardgo his wether wathers.Also in attendanceas WCM Roger Erickson from ka
Charles.

HMT Christian Stapleton gave a talk at Univer&tgmentary School in Shrgwat. Christian
discussd safetyrules, NWS peratios, and haa questin and aswer sesion on huticanes.
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SOUTHERN REGION WORKFORCE TRANSACTIONS

September 1-30, 2002

Southern Region L osses

Name From (Office) | Action/Transfer From Title/Grade

Richard Hitchens WFO HGX Transfe to NWSH Senior Forecaster, GS-13
Greg Clatelain WFO LIX Retirement Facilities Tech, GS-11
LawrenceBlanchard WFO SJT Retirement HMT, GS-11

Thomas Buntain WFO HGX Retirement HMT, GS-11

Southern Region Gains

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade

Ryan Knutsvig WFO BRO New Hire Forecaster, GS-9

Robert Handel WFO MFL Transfer from ER Forecaster, GS-7

Daniel N Valle WFO MEG Transfe from CR Forecaster, GS-7
AnthonyB. Schott WFO MRX New Hire Forecaster, GS-7

Within Region Transfers/Actions

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade

Michael Edmonston | WFO JAN Promotion from TAE Senior Forecaster, GS-13
Clay Anderson WFO BN X Reassignmearfrom ABQ | Forecaster, GS-12

Kati Sommer WFO MEG Promotion from EYW Forecaster, GS-9

Jason Johnson WFO SJT Promdion from FVR Service Hydologist, GS-12
Brian Kyle WFO HGX Promotion from HGX Senior Forecaster, GS-13
Michael Berry WFO SHV Promotion from SHV Senior Forecaster, GS-13
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