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A groundbreaking cemony for réocation of the Jackson WSR-88D was held onoDet 28at
BrandonMississippi. Participating in therogramwere Congressman Chip Pickering from tfe 3
CongressionabDistrict, NOAA Administrata Vice Admiral Comad Lautenbaher, NVS Deputy
DirectorJohn Jones, USAF Director of Weather Brig. Gdrigaaid Johnson, Brandon mayoopr
temYvonne Bianchi, WFO Jacks®iC Alan Gerard, ad Mac McLauglin from SRH. Anumber
of emegencymanagment offcials fom Mississipi were n attendace as wll, along wth local
andstate media representatives. MiaBrandorand the Jdson WFO siff, epecialyWCM Jim
Butch and ESA Mike Ryan and his daff, did a geat job in preparing the ste for the ceremony,
despite sveraldays of rainbefordnand ancheavyrain thenight béore themorningevent.

Theradar relocatiomwasmade possible after the Southern Region learnedlitlrce WSR-88D
atKessler AFB, which had beased foitraining had beameavailalbe for ug elsewkre beause
new technologywas being used to conduct the USAF tragniThe SRH stith then worked wth
NWSH and the Air Forcto facilitate the transfer of the radarthe NWS. Theavailability of the
radarmeant that a relocated Jackson WSR-88D could be accomplished \aittyalgdwntine in
radarcoverage. Once thedar is operating at the Brandon site, thesteng WSR-88D at the
JacksonAirport will becomeavailalbe for otrer uses vthin the NVS. Congraulations b allwho
areinvolved n this projet, whichis beirg accomplished with minimal cost and will result in no
interruption of service.




MEDALS AND AWARDS. Onegroup ¢ DOC Bronze Medhrecipients was indvertenly
omittedfrom the list whichappeagd heren last mort’'s Topics Thefollowing Southern Region
individuds were part of the team responsible fovelepingthe National SignificanRiver Flood
Outlook:

Ben Weiger Hydrolagic ServcesBranch Chef, CWWD
Kent Frantz SoutheasRFC, Atlata

Jonathan Atwell SoutheasRFC, Atlata

Keith Stellman Lower Mississipi RFC, Slidd

SouthernRegion employes also cotinue to behonoredby the profassional soieties,along wth
individuds andpartner groups without whom we could not provide such exceptionalesterine
public. Im pleasd toannoune the folowing were reognizel at thismonth’s National Weather
Association Annual Meeting, held here in Fort Worth.

Pat Welsh, Scienceand Opeations Oficer & WFO Jacksoville, will receve the
OperationalAchievement Awardindividual) for the outstandinigadership héas
providedto his office n the aras of aplied scierce resarch aml tecmology
innovation, and the far-reaching imp#ue results of his efforts have haddWS
operatons.

G. Alan Johnson, senior forecaer at WFONew Orleans Area and Charidember
of the NWA, will be recognized as Member of thearfor his many outstanding
contributions to the NWA ovehe yeas, and in particular for his work thiegr as
chairman of the Membership Committee.

TheWalter J. Bnnett Pulic Service Awardvill be presentedhis year tothe Texas
South Plains Storm Spotting Team, under the leadership &endall $Sanalawl, in

recognitionof the eam’s dired¢ assistace overmanyyears to theNWS Foreast
Office in Lubbock. The team wadso recognized thisear byNOAA with one of
their fav “EnvironmentaHero” avards.

The Southern Region was well represerdaéthe Annual Meeting ihose making oral and poster
preserdtions,and serving on committees of tR&/A. | want to thank all those locallyho worked
hardon arrmgemets to makelte meetig so sacesdil, partialarlyMike Vesdo (WFO Fort Worth
SOO) who was the program chairman. Attad to his months Topicsis a summary of
preserdtions athored orco-autlored bySR partigpants
(http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-33.pdf
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| was peased to b@ne of the keynote speakers to kick off the NWA meetaigng with Jack
Kelly and NOAA Deputy Aiministrator JimnMahoney. | focused my remarks on thgitical role
thefield offices play in providing fagcasts andervices. You can link to the slidelsused formy
talk from my welcome page on the oBthern Region Wb sie
(http://www.srhnoaagov/welcoméntm). Click on the presentation title on the sidelErthat

page.

SHARING ACCOMPLISHMENTSAMONG OFFICES. Southern Rgion dfices frequenty
shareggood ideas relatdd operéions,administative amnl budgématterssystems, failities,and so
on,asa meansto operate nore df edively and efficiently. Muchof this sharing occurs through the
routine SMART Meetings, and a number oMICs and HCs have commented thdyave
significantly improved office pdormance with ideas learned from their cofjeas. We have
developeda Web sited facilitate that saringof best pactices. All offices shee up to ive best
practiceghey have implemendealong with no more than téimnes of é&scripton. Pratices cald
bein the aea of opeations,customeirservice facilities, sgtems, admmistrative/budget, IT, etc.
Almost any good farcticewould qualify, and wéave asked that a sentence or two be indlode
the positive result of the practice.

The best practices will be dispty on the following Web site:

http://sradmin.srhnoaa.goybestpratices/inagx.htm

SoutherrRegion lest pratices (ad narréives) wil be displged on the Welalong wth recognition
for the contributing office. Since this will be an ongagimmggram, nevideashat are developed and
implementedn the future are candidates for this bestfwadNeb site. Eventugl this concept
will apply acrosshie NWS.

FP

w

OnOctober8, an FPSmilestone was passed when an NWS Public Inform&iatemen(PNS)
wasissued to announce that an experitakrersion ofthe Natimal Digtal Forecast Dabase
(NDFED)will begin to be available to external users beginiagember 2Read th@announcement
athttp://mww.nws.noaaov/om/tif.htm This expamental vesion of NDFD will initially contain
onlydata fom aportion of the contiguous United States, &ordnly a fev weather elements. Over
time additional regions and weather elements will be naaddable. By makingthis experimental
NDFD availalbe the NWS hopes to begin a dialogue with customers/partners on the aftiftg
NDFD, as well as needed improvements amodifications to help ensure the NDFD will have
maximum vale to uses.

A newNDFD Web site is taing form athttp://www.iws.noaa.ge/ndfd/inéx.htm The site is linkd
off of the SR IFPS page
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CLIMATE, WATER AND WEATHER DIVISON

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES BRANCH

OKTOBERFEST SHOWCASES NWR. WFO San Angelo participated in the annual
OktobefestHealth Fair aBan Argelo'sSunset Mdllast month WCM Hector Guerrero set up an
NWS booth and used the traveling NOAA Weather Radio (NWR) didplayovide visitorsvith
NWR literatureand to demonstrate how to program SAME NWR receiversbdbi display was
alsostaffed by MC Buddy Mchtyre, foreaster Jonathan Brazzell andk@ASA DonnitaGarcher.
TheNWSteam passed out numer@eyveraveathe brochues alog with loalized saétymagnes

to the attentive crowd.

MIC BuddyMclintyre and théocal StomReadyadvisoryboard pesentedwo StormRadysigns to

Dr. Royce MoneyAbilene Christian University (ACU) psident. ACU received the designation
of “StormReady” fom WFO SanAngeloin a speial cerenony, and is on} the secondiniversty
amongmore than 4,000 universities in the United States to receive this designatlaition, the
President’'sCabinet ofACU, the Cisis Response Team, residence hall directors and building
managersvere present. Buddyas interviewed byhe three local TV Stations KRBC, KB,
KTAB of Abilene, Texas.

SOOAmMy McCullough and hgrologist Jason Johnsgave a tour to 80 Goliad Element&ghool
students. They also provided theafety ruls and a tornado video. The students eegegeing
the Co-Op Station, and they wdntrigued bythe station’s 24 hour clock.

SEMINOLE OUTSIDE OF FLORIDA. A new NOAA Weather Radio statiocompletd its30-

dayacceptncetest at Seimole, Texas last mot Station KNG-562 becomes tlest NOAA

WeatherRadio site to serve West Texas. Residents of Gaines, southernnbghgrn Andrew,

westerrMartin, and southern Yoakum counties will now recaiaudiobroadcast originating from
WFO Midland.

SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS AND OUTREACH

Children’sDay in Key West isall about Hurricanes. WFO KeyWest partipatedin a highly
successfubutreach event dubbed “Children'syf29©02,"a fun yet ducational day in thpark with
anestimatedattendance of 3,000 Keyesidents and their children. Famikéso vsited theNWS
boothwere &le to lean about hrricane prepeednessand play adcally-develged gane lightly
dubbedHit the Hurricanem the Eye.”Also, in thespiritof the Halloween festivities, staff members
handedut prizes suchs frisbees and pencils imprinted with &S logo ad the WFKeyWest
Website addess. Every plagr won a prize andver 250risbee and 200 @ncils wee awaded to
the “Childen’s Dg" attendes.
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATION

OneNew StormReady Site.  SoutherrRegion began FY 2003 with one new StormReady county.
WFO Atlanta recognized Coweta County in weg-central Geargia as StormReady.

TornadoWarningson Bank and Road ElectronicSigns. WFO Huntsile WCM Tim Troutman
coninuedto work on a collaborative pilot project with the DeKalb CouAtgtbama Emergency
ManagementEM), Alabama Depamentof TransportatioDOT) andnorth Alabama banks to have
tornadowarnings scrolled on eleohic mad and bank signs. the pilot project is deemed
succedsll, all eleven countyemergncymanagment agnciesm north Alabama plato work wth
localbanks to prvide theornado varningserviceo areaesidets. Also, atleast 20 arth Alakama
DOT eledronic rad signson state ighways are expeted to fash tormdo wanings to taveles.

NWS Team Promotes NWR Expansion in Deep South Texas WFOBrownsvlle WCM Jesus
Haro,DAPM Jim Campbll, and HMT Alfredo Vegame with Star County emergncy mangement
coordinatorRomeo Lopez in Rio Grande City to disciss potentiafuture NOAA Weatler Radio
expansionn Deep South Texas. The cooperative meeting betthedVFO Bravnsville trio and

the Starr Comty emegency management brought additional discussioramdigg alternative
methods of NWS data retrieval such as EMWIN andnternet.

NWSBorder WFO Participatesin Cooper ativelnteragency Meeting. WFO Brownsville SOO
ShawnBennett, and forecaster amérine focal point Jeff Philo letheir suport to thel.S. Coast
Guardand Texas General hd Office byparticipating in th@nnual South Texas Coasfaine Area
Committeemeeting Attendes incluéd numeous fedeal, stat and loal ag&cies, pivate
corporation®s wellas Mexican agencies. The purpostefmeeting was to coordinate enggrgy
responsdo terrorist attacks involving biological and chemicalbpens, asvell as hazardous
materids releases or spills in the coastal zone environment. More than 30 officialsnvere
atterdance athe Suth Padrelsland neeting.

Southern Region at National Emergency Manager s Association Conference. The Soutem
Region was well representedtia¢ annual NationdEmergencyWanagers Association confece

in Asheville, North Carolina with appearancesiyector Bill Proenza andtdfing of the NVS
booth display byWFO Morristown WCM Howed Waldron With Tropical Storm Edouard
threatenindg-loridaand Llouisianathe NWS both was aig hit, featuring NWS Web pagaad the
newlIMET response PC which duplicates mahthefeatues in ANIPS, includng aD2D display.
During some of théoreaks the regional director demonstrated thsesof navigating around the
NWS Web pags while lbiefing severhof the stée emergncymanagment diretors.
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Fall Tornado Season Kicks Off with a Drill.  WFO Shreeport coducted ti's siccessful
semi-annualFall Tornado Dill” to kick off the starbf the second tornado season over Oklahoma,
Texas Arkansa and louisiana Schools within the warning area of the Skheport weather office
participatedin the drill to hep chek their capalility to receive andproperly rea¢ to anNWS
tornado warning on a reaine basis. Deemed a success, the drill met its gohélping uncover
areadn those preparedness plans that needed improvement thef starbf the tornado weather
season.

MEDIA/PUBLIC/EXTERNAL CUSTOMER SUPPORT

Semi-Annual “Dry Season” Media Briefing Conducted in Miami. WFO Miami, spearheaded
by MIC RustyPfost, WCM Jim Lushinand SOO Rao Santosprovidedheirsemi-annual weather
mediabriefing to at leas 12 mediaattendes. The €mi-annual tradition coincides with the
beginning of south Florida’s two seasons, one wet and the other dry.

The WFO Miami management tem provided preserdtions on wnter weather poducts,
improvematsin the hydrologigrogram andocally producd graphicaproducts. Also, a recap of
the2002 rainy sesonalong with aroutlook on the projected impacts of a moderate El Nifio pattern
on South Florida through the upcoming wet seasanpsavided to the attentive audience.

Univer sity Receives Stor mReady Recognition. WFOSan Angelo recognized Abilene Christian
Universty (ACU), with a studat populaion of moe than 5,60, as a SttmnReadycommuniy.
ACU is onlythe secnd univesity among wer 4,00 insttutionsof higher learning in the United
Statego earn the highlgelectiveand prestigious NWS StormReadgagnition. WFO San Agelo
workedwith ACU toensure SirmReadyrequiements were met and implemented. StormReady
helpscommunityleadersstrengthen their local hazardous weatparations by ensiag they hae

the tools needed to receive life-savingrmings in the quickest possible time.

National Weather Association Conference Comes to Southern Region. Personnel from
Southen Region Hadquaers tamed up wh staff membersrom the WessGulf RFC b staffa
largeand impresive NWS both at theNWA Annud Meetingwhich wa heldin downtown Fort
Worth. Southern Bgion WCMWalt Zaleski, abng with hydrologts Gregg Waller and Alana
McCants,interated with sgeral of the verdors, meth, acalemic ad private meteortogist
attendeesvho provided s&eral positive canmens regarihg the sevee weatler and lydrology
themeof theNWS display The bodt featured severe weathburricane and flood videos projected
ontothe display, alongith a plethora of thiatest NWS inland flood and severe weattrechures
for distribution.

West Gulf Power Squadron Goesto Weather Class. WFO Brownsville forecaster/marine &c
point Jeff Philo and forecaster Tim Speece provided a margagher presentation to at least 30
attendee$rom a local Power Squadron in Harlingenxd® The marine presentation focused on
varioustypes of wetler patterns founoh the southern third of the United States and how¢hay
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impactlocal weather antdoatingconditions over the western Gulf of Mexico. Also, the attendees
were informed of the different pes of marine produs and warnings geneed by WFO
Brownsville and made available to all mariners to improve bsafety.

Hoop Draws Crowd at FLASH Event. WFO Tampa Area brought out thesketbdlhoop to
helpincreaeparticipation at an NWS booth during a safaiy organizedy the Fderal Alliance

for Safe Hores (FLASH) inYbor City (Tampa). Aenergetic children jocked for position at the
hoop,WCM Dan No&a and ET [vid Chafin informedtheirparents about the positives in owning
a weathe radio and becoming prepared for bardous weather in the Tampa metro area. The
interactivebooth disphy provideda unique pportuniy for the NWS staff to inform onlookers of
the hazards of Florida weather and methods in which fmapedor their wrath.

WFO Gets Familiar With Aviation Counterparts. WFO Key West aviation fat points and
forecaster®ill South and Laura Kaper male a fanliarization trip to the NWS Center Weather
ServiceUnit (CWSU) and FAA AutomatebhternationdFlight ServiceStation (AFSS)in Miami.

The purpose bthe tripwas to inteact aml learn he need of the local aviation customer and
improveproductsand serices at W KeyWest. Bill and Laura met with CWSU Miami MI Stan
Hollandand foreasteHarryPetaist@ndlearned about CWSU forecaster responsibilities and shift
duties. Also, at the Miami AIFSS air traffic magerLeonard Hopkins and his stagdfovidedBill
andLauma a tour dtheir facilities, and disassed howAIFSS personnkinterpret NWS aviation
forecats. The duo’s experiences and lessons learned fronvidwgoa “fam” trip will be pass@to
fellow WFO forecasters at an in-houséasion workshop.

NWS/FAA OFFICERECEIVESTHIRD QUARTERAVIATION SERVICESTROPHY. The
NWS office at the FAAAcademyin Oklahoma City earmkthe Southern Region Aviati@ervices
Award for the July-Septembeperiod. Office staff include MI Armando Garza, Teresa Deeid,
MarcoBohorquez, Doug Streu, Mike BendBgbert Prentice and John Jarboe. The NWS ataff
the FAA Academywas recognized for outstanding feemancein their daily efbrts to elevate the
Pilot Weather Briefer (PWB) standards, while improvidg/S and FAAworking reltionshifs.
Theywere $so0 cited br playng a ke rolein providing avidion outreach matgals forall NWS field
offices.

The group also remains a finalist for the NWSH Aviation Servicaadh quarterlaward.

NEWS FROM ALBUQUERQUE. On November 5 WFO Albuquergue hosted a customer
meetingfor state and federal firgeatheragencies in their CWA. IMETmBnt Wachter discussed
newproduct brmatscoming in December. Brena showed performanstatistics related to red
flag warnings and fire weathevatches. SOO Deirdre Kannwgaapresentaon on IFPS/GFE
capabilitiesdeing developed to provide better information tditieaveather agemes. Finally, MIC
CharlieLiles presergd rel@gionships letweenENSO, thePDO and howthese infuenceswould
likely affect the 2003 fire season in terms of doraand intensity. Aound-@ble discussion

7 Southern Topics 11/2002



followed andcontinued until the sun skehind Mt.Taylor. Custoners remeked the thoroughy
enjoyed the opediscussion.

MARINE

Kudosfor WFO Jacksonville. WFO Jacksonville received the following thanks fracustomer
in search of marine data. Marinedoaster Andrevhashyesponde with links to several NOS
and other NOAA sites which provided just what the customer dee@desat work Andrew.

| am thankiil and appeciatve of your efortsto provide me with water temperature
in thelocal St. Augustine aredam also impressed that ragiginal communication
to Cheryl Demers, NOAANationalBuoyData Ceter Webmater wagorwarded to
your office

The information that you mvided me is extremely helpful and it is obviousuy
spent a certain amount of time geniagathe report gu sent me.

Thank you for gur efforts on my Hdealf, it reflects well on the NOAA.

WFO MobileisaBetaTest Sitefor SAFESEAS. WFO MobileforecasteDave Eversole is the
SoutherrRegionrepresentative on the Marine and Coastal Workigi@for AWIPS Applications
Team. One of thesubjects the tam is workng on is a applicdion callel the Sgtem on AWPS
for Forecasting and Evaliian of Seas and Lakes (SAGEAS).

Basicadly, SAFESEAS is to marine warning operations WB@AN is to radawarningoperatons,
andit is based on the SCAN approach. Other than the eventudildgpa monitorradar elocity
dataover the marine area, we not agvaf ay functions 6 SAFESEAS that will diplicatethose
alreadyexisting in SCAN.In thetest \ersion of SAFESEAS, whch WFO Mohile will be receiving,
the ability to monitor adar dega will not yet be implemeted. SAFESEAS is beig desigied to
monitor current marine warnings and obssions and alert the fecaser to conditions that have
meta set list of threshold criteriaych asSmall Craft Advisory conditions). Davesprovided
regionalinput onmany diffeent preferencesoncerning the operation of SAFESEAS, sutvhat
data will be monitored and how alarms will be displhy

PUBLIC
Sister-Sister Backup Plan.  January 14, 2003 will be the date SR offisavitch over from
long-fusedandshort-fused backup responsibiltty sister-sistebackup. Instead ohdnoperative

office having a long-fused backupfick and several short-fuseduntiesof different ofices to
backup, WFOs will now have onbgne WFO to backup.

HYDROLOGIC SERVICESBRANCH
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WFO ALBUQUERQUE ATTENDSTHE NEW MEXICO WATER CONFERENCE. WFO
AlbuquerqueMIC Charlie Liles operdthe4 7thAnnual New Mexico Water Conference in Ruidoso,
New Mexico witha presetation onthe relatonships between ENSO, the PDO and New Mexico
precipitation.His presentation included a 26ay forecast for wateupplies based an integrated
PacificOscillation Factor he developed. The Newxie Water Conference is oéthe biggst
eventsof the yeafor the engineeringndsciencecommunityin New Mexi®, with aproximatey

300 people in attendance.

NEW MEXICO FLOODPLAIN MANAGERS ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE. Senior
servicehydrolagist Ed Poaskogale a pesemation on NVS programs anthe tyes of hgrologic
productsWFO Albuquerque issues to the Fall New Mexico Floodplain lgarsaAssoi@tion
(NMFMA) Conferencen Ruidoso, New Mexico. In addition to providing data on flash flosses

in New Mexico over th@ast five yees, Ed showed thdlbod-related éaths sioe 1959 tiled ony
lightning-relatedatalities in New M&ico for weather haards. For two yars Edhas addressed the
NMFMA, whose 150 voting members include EmergeManagers and Professional Engineers
working in land use and water reldtigelds.

POST STORM SURVEY. WHFO Tallahassee servicedrplogist Joel Larer and HMT Bob
Dugganconducted a post floodusrey in the townof Donatonville in Seminole Conty in

SouthwesGeorga lastmonth. Thg me with Travis Brooks (Seminole County EMA),&By Rice
(GEMA field coordinator) and John Adams (Seminole Cowntymissioner).

Donakonville, Georgia was hit by severe flash flood as a result of Troplstorm Hanna a
Septembel4-15. Atotal of 18 to 20 inches of rain accumulated #8ghour eriod. Q@ that toté,
14.59incheséllin a seven-hour period from 10:30pm Satumdgituntil 5:30am Sinday moning,
asmeasured at the Donalsonville Sewage Plant COOP westdiien. Asa result bthe ranfall,

a local creek called Fishpond Drain floadever 200 homes rad 38 businesses in and around
Donalsonville,includng the Sewage Traaent Plant. The water level came up to the bottom of
the rain gauge at the SeyeaTreatment Plant.

During the survey, Gg Rice @qve a tour of the flooded area. PictureBSGeadings anfiood
elevationmarks were recorded in seaklocations which will be used later to determine the extent
of flood innundation. he Semina Countyemergencynanager and the GEMA field calimator
werevery happywith the warning and forast supprt provided by WFO Tlhassee during the
event.

PERSONNEL CHANGESIN OUR HYDROLOGY FAMILY. We havehad some personnel
changes in our ldyology family during the pst few months.

Barry Baxter is the new hydlogy foal pointat WFO Miami. Barrywas a meteorologist at Sea
World Florida for two yarsbefore working aNWSH as an AWIPS contractor from 1997-1999.
Healsoworked atWWFO Atlang, the NCF at NV8H, and WFO (@veland befee he arrived at \WO
Miami. Barry was ingsumental n starting ughe criticalweather watch ahe NCF.
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TracyHowien isa new hydologic forecaster at West Gulf RFC. She emntéhe NWS in May
1993as a coogrativeeducan studenassignd tothe NorthCentral RFC in Minneapolis. During
herfive years aNCRFC Trayexperi@cedse\eral exteme hgrologic eventsincludirg the hisoric
1993 Mississippi River flooding and tleering sowmelt foods alog the Ré River ofthe North
in April 1997. Tracyoined the ABRFC in Tulsa in 1998 anas involved in mangrojects which
includedwater supply farcasting and the operatiomalplemenation of tle Advaned Hydrologic
Prediction Services along the Upper ArkanRaver in Colorado.

Welcome Burryand Tray to your new psitions.

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

NEW JACKSON SOO. We welcome Jeff Craven as the newest Southern R8@iah- at WFO
Jackson. Jeff assums his newob this mort from former Jackson SO@\lan Geard, neWy
appointedMIC of the same office. #er beginning his NWS carees an intern at WFO Lake
Charlesin 1991, Jdfworked subseqgentlyin two othe NWS regons aad NCEP. He sefed as a
forecastem DodgeCity, becamehe firstSOO at WFEIko, Newada, ad for thepastsix years has
beena mesoscale/outlook forecaster at the NCEP/Storm Predidéioter in NormarnQklahoma.
During his time at Norman Jeff earned an M.S. in meteoroligye University of Oklzoma.
Congratulations, Jeff, and welcome (back) to the SO&sra

CSTAR REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS. The NWS CSTAR prograrfCollaborative Science,
Technology, and Applied Research) plans to issue an RFPabyary 1 to solitproposals from
universitieghat will address criticapplied scienceesearch needs of the NWS, particuladyhey
applyto regional warning and fecast operations. THie2003NWS budget permitting, CSTAR
will endeawr to fundup to fourl-3 year prgosals, sbmitted byteamsof at leat wo univesity
reseachersfor regarchmvolvingsubstantiecollabaation with NWS foreast offces -WFOs and
RFCs- and/orNCEP centers. The RFP will identifgverall NWS science priorities as well as
regiorally specificneeds adh priorities whichthe propeals shoul address. For moreformation,
contact SSD.

NWA MEETSIN FORT WORTH. The local National Weather Association Chapter hosted the
27" Annual Meetingf the NWA in Fort WorthQctober 19-24. A list of presentationstbg many
Southern Region mrticipants is included as a technical attachmen
(http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-32) phis month.The meeting agendar be
foundon the NWA W site ahttp://www.mwas.org It was avery sucessfulmeeting, in large part
becaue of considerable effort on the part of the mangividuals who assisted with local
arrangements and aigization. Congratulations to all who were involved.

GPS-DERIVED PRECIPITABLE WATER UPDATE. As partof this year's NWA meeing,
SSDworked with staff othe profiler office at OAR’s Forast Systemsabin Boulder to arramge
aspecial sessiotealing with wind profilers and the use @dlgal positioning systefGPS) sensors
for atmospheirc moisture soundings. (See thdech attachmemn

10 Southern Topics 11/2002


http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-32.pdf
http://www.nwas.org

(http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-2§.pdfthe latter subject whiskas included
in the September 200bpics) Utilizing GPS satellites foprecise mapping and geo-positioning
hasresulted in nothing less than a revolution in etreng fromthe avdability of high-resolution
on-line mgs tohow wars are fought. Who knewieaw years ag that anndirectbenefif becase
GPS signals are attenuated lymospheric moisture, would be acdarand high-resolution
observation®f integrated precipitable wat~or more information, review the pajpethe latst
issueof Weather and Forecastir{@ctober 2002)*A LightningPredictiom Index that Utilees GPS
Integrded Precipitable WaterVaporpy R. MazanyS. Businger, S. Gutman and W. Roedghmis
paperdescriles the deelopmen of a GPS ligtning irdex, the gal d which isto increase the
forecast skill and lead time for prediction offast strike at Kennedppace Center. Verification
resultsshow asignificant decease indlse alam ratefor first strikes within a 12-hr forecast period.
The index also improved the desired KSC lead time by. 10%

QUALITY CONTROL OF U/A OBSERVATIONSAT NCEP. A recent incident calleohto
guestionthe roleof human mterverion at NCEP in qualitycontrdling upper air dservabns.
Studiegndicatethat automated procedures naye reached the point where that malpnger be
necessary. More details on this are providedn a tchnical attachmen
(http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-35.gdé month.

MORE SATELLITE MOVES. Lastmonth we metioned tlat GOES-2 wouldbe taken oubf
storage-in-spacand moved eastward to 75Where it wil replace the aging GGE&8 as the
operationalGOES-East satellite. The move should be completetde end of né March. While
thatis occurring, another move will be undeywaver the Pafic Ocean, as GOES-9 will be taken
out of storage and begin a shift st&ard in mid-December to temporanplace GMS-5. That
moveal should beconpletedMarch 3L, with the ind saellite location @ 155E. TheJganes
MeteorologicalAgeng's GMS-5 wa launchd in 1995 ad has preided da& over Jagn, the Wst
Pacific Ocean, Australia and Asialn oder tosupport the operation of GOES-9 from 155E, a
command and control ground station is currebding built in Fairbanks, Alaska.

FAWN SITES EXPAND. The "mesonet" of FAWN sites in Florida continues towg The
Florida Automated Weather Network was initiated thye state and the Universiof Florida’s
Institute for Food and Agricultural Sciences to provide wWea support for agriculture{sged
interess, with a particular emphasis on cold protection. The Florida WF@degerninvolved wth
the FAWN netwolk since it's begiming sveralyears agoybm providing advce regading locatiors
for the autorated suiace olservingsites (to omplemen ASOS and ther existhg datd, to
integratingthe 15-minutedata intcAWIPS for reatime access biNWS forecasters. There are now
25 FAWN sites statewide, including four just acte@dt Thosenew sites are at Jay in thinfda
Panhandleand Maranna, Quincy and Live Oak, # in north Horida. Three moe sites in arth
Floridaare epeced tobe ativated wihin the n&t month, atMonticello, Bronson, and Macclenny.
Additional sites expded to beome opeational withn a few months will be at Sebring and
Kenangille in central Florida, Carrabelle in the Panhandlied ®#almdale in south Florida.
Expansionof the FAWN network t@a total ¢ 32 sites was made available fiynding from the
FloridaDepartnent of Commnity Affairs, Divisionof Emerg@ncyManagmentand FEMA.More
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http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-28.pdf
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-35.pdf

informationabout thenetwork locatian of all thesites, ad acces toreal-time data are on the Web
at http://fawn.ifas.ufl.edu/

SYMPOSIUM ON FIRE AND FOREST METEOROLOGY. It's nottoo early to considehe
AMS 5" Symposium orrire and Forest Meteorologyhich is plannedor November 17-2@ext
yearin Orlando. The theme bthe symposium will be to share experiescnew techniques and
technologiesn such areas as fire weatherdcasting, applicatioof local numerical models for fire
planning, developrent of wether brecass for prescribed fire planning and burningmoke
managemerdndair quality mitigation, and uss# climatological information for wildfire decision
making. The Southern Region has an active firativer program, and our fa@sters have been
involved in many of theseraas. Thedeadlire for submitting abstracts to the AMS for the
symposiumis June2, 2003. Mee infomation is ontainedn the Calffor Papes which sincluded
as a telenical atachmenthis month

(http://www.srh.noaa.gov/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-39.pdf

NEW NWSLEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM. TheNWS is developing new Learing
ManagemenBysem tomanage, track and deliveritrag to all its employees. Thiedt part ofthat
sygem,which incudes acess to extesive libraies of @mmercidonline taining ourse, isnow
availabbe for test ad evaludon by voluntees from ouw field offices. An attachment
(http://www.srh.noaa@v/topics/attach/pdf/ssd02-33. pidithis months Topicsoutlines tie hisbry
and plangor this nev system.

TERMINATION OF OLD MRF MOS PRODUCTS. On or about Agt 1, 2003, he NWS
MeteorologicalDevelopnent Laboratoy (MDL) is planning to remove all obsolete MRF Model
Output Statistics(MOS) forecast gidancefrom praduction. his includes the alphaomeric
bulletins, forecasts n BUFR and GRIB famat, and any graphical poducts daved from these
forecats. The alphanumeric bulletins are listeader the AWIPSD FMRxxx andWMO Headers
FOXE40-60,FOXC40-73, FOXS40-68, FOXW40-63 KWBC, ar®@US20 KWNO.The BUFR
productsare available under the WMOeHars JIMT51-59 KWBC. Afte the renoval, thee
productswill no longer be available from the NWS Gateuwihe NWS ftp server (fp), or from
the MDL Web pags.

This early notification is prowded at this timeto allow wistomers pproximatéy six months to
transitionany procssingthat is curently using theobsoletdMRF MOS poducts. The new NRF
MOS forecastguidance(AWIPS D MEXxxXx) is avalable, and links to tlese prodcts andheir
descripion, canbe foundathttp://www.ws.noaa.ga/mdl/syop/prodcts.htm

The MDL has developed a neOne Stop Web interface to the various MOS products. You can
accesshis featire fran: http://www.nws.noaa.ge/mdl/syop/prodwts.htm

AMSMETEOROLOGICAL MONOGRAPH NO.50. Chuck Doswell (NSSL) is the editor of
this latest in a series of AMS monographs, titkel/ere Convective StormBhe 561 pge véume
is a compendium on the subject, and thedgth long memories will recall a similarlgamed
monographpublisted in 1963 Severe Local Storm®avid Alas, ed.)which thisone most
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effedively updates.The new vlume alsancludesa chapte(“Sevee Local StomsForecasting”)
authoredoy WFO Fort Worth senidorecater Alan Moller. The books availalte from the AMS,
which ofers a gynificant discant for menbers.

PAPERSOFINTEREST. Inaddition to the refereee mentioned above, the OctoWérather and
Forecastingcontainghis papewith Soutlern Regpn co-aithors:

“Recognitionof NegativeMesoscke Facors for Sgere-Weather Pantial: ACase
Study,” by C.A. Doswell (NSS), Don Baker (WFO ubbock) andCharlie Liles
(WFO Albuquerge). Emphsis is gren to thechallemye of ecogrizing posgle
negativeeffects created byesoscale effects.

The Jure 2002issue ofWeather and Forecasting devoted entirely to pargederived from the
National Symposium on the Great Plains Tornado Outbreak of May 3, 199, which was held in
OklahomaCity on the first anniversanf that extrardinaly event. Paprs inthat issue reflect the
themeof the symposium, which was to stimulate crasi$ieg discussions for linkig sepeate
disciplines (méeordogy, engireering,socid science, plicy making, insurane, publichealth and
sdety, media, and so on) in wayo promote future interach. Note n particular the following
paper:

“WarningDecisionMaking: TheRdative Roles o Conceptua M odels, Technology,
Strategy, and FoecasteExpertiseon 3 Mayl999,” byDavidAndra(WFO Norman),
Elizabeth Quoetone (WDTB) and Bill Bunting (WFOrEWorth).

All NWS offices have ben provieéd with online acess to ta AMS jounals Weaher and
Forecasting, Monthly Weather Rew, andJournal of Hydrometeorology.

SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION

SYSTEMS INTEGRATION BRANCH

AWIPS. We have begun scheduling and installingrte Linux communications processors
across the region. Thus féneresponsgfrom offces on tle installéion pro@dures ad benets
have been quite favorable. ARS8 Build 5.2.2beta was installed &RH last moth, producing a

few concerns. More etailed instructions would be beneficial for the pre-installation section.
Communic#éng to tre field offices that the pre-installation section should be dateyar two in
advane of the pgrack will make the instiation go much smoiher. Asde from tlose conerns,

the ingtall ation wert fairly smoothly.

ELECTRONICS. Steven BakeSRH electronics program manad®as beermeryinvolved wth

the WFO/RFC Rgional Hectrorics/Mainenance Staff Position Description Team which has
finalized the last daft of the PDs. The team charter was established in June 2002. Since then
membershave reiewed,redefned, updeed and vidated tle positiondescripions for the ESA,
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electronicstechnician, regional maintenance @pést and facilities engineering teacian. Tle
team’sreconmendatbns must be reviewed and acceptedneyNWS Workforce/Human Capital
Committee ad furthe approed at theNWS Corporte Boad level.

ASOS. Hurricane Lili cratedmany ASOS problems in theake Charles countyarning area.
Themost sigificant were to N& IberiaandSalpoint, Louisiana. Ittook the local electric company
14 daysto restore power to the Netdria ASOS. Saltpoinwas under water for two weeks. @nc
the wate recaled the Es replaed the [TU cabinéand senw's.

SRH regonal maintenance specialist James McDaniel assisted NWS Headquarterd=@nd W
Memphisduring the pre-anstructiormeeing forthe new RA ASOS ingallationat West Memhis,
Arkansas. This system is schedlie be fully operonal this month.

UPPER AIR. SRH regnal sytemspecialist Charlie Lake attendl@n upper air Radiosonde
Replacenent System seminar at Sterlingjr§jinia last month. This seminar contained saver
relevantdiscussions on deployment schedules, datéinuity testing, training, dture plans and
WFO involvement wih the newsygem.

WSR-88D. SRH regnal systemspedaalist Joe Villescaz conducted an onsite inspection of the
WSR-88Dat WFOAusgtin/San Anbnio alongwith addessing Mdification Note &. This note
involvesthe relocation of critical circuit brealseat the RDAshelter. There lave ber notable
concernsas to the potential electricalode compliance and the involvement of installation
requirenentsby electronidechnicians, field engineeririgchnicansand/or a licensed electrical
contractor. A request for furtheswiew has been submitted to NWSH.

NWR. Booreville, Misgssippi and Seminole, Texas have been fitted with the new dual Crown
WRG-1000W NWR transmitters. The Booneuville site is a relocation andegadinated by &rry
Tennisonregional maintenance specialist. Tiev facility povidesNWS a location with greater
stability and reliabilitydue to improved electrical and telephone sendnd an emergen@ower
generator. The Seminole site is a new install and will provide NWR cowefag Gainesand
surroundingcounties. RMS Phil Shideler provided the guidancecaoddingion withthis install

Both sites are currentlynder a 30-dagicceptance test.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS. The WF(Huntsvilletelecommunicationservice are opeationd.
We are prearingthe ordes for the four NWR circuits to be transitioned to this office from the
Birmingham office. We are geesting these circuits be installedrbyl-December.

Ordersfor NWR circuits for Bogalusa, duisiana, Las Cruces, NeMexico, and Dilley and
D’ Hanis, Texas were submitted recently.

MCI has completed the changeowéthe 73 ocuits that wereidentified as neeidg a ne&v circuit

ID. Thefield offices wae notifi ed with a preadsed idertifying the new circuit ID for cirauits in
their area o regponsbil ity.
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OBSERVATIONS AND FACILITIESBRANCH

PC-ROSA REPLACEMENT PROJECT. TheSouttern Region Source Selection Boardélad
to Denver to héd a preperfomance oordinaton meetiig last math. Kelly Rima, MASC
contractingofficer, also attended the meetirigrank Solutions, Inc. (Fpprovideda draft copyof
the design specifid@on ddiverable prior to the meeting for gavenent review. Government
commentsvere dscused alang with fournew, aut of scope requremens thatwill be aded thiough
acontract modificatiorio improve the system. Actiotems from the meetingey to be completed
include:

NWS to identify all observation elements reqdiby November 1, 2002.
FSI will provide a final poject stiedule &er thedesign pecifications ag approed byNWS.
An operational systeneady ad installed for field testing is expected Jgnuary 15,

2003

ASOSAUGMENTATION/BACKUP DUTY RESPONSIBILITY TRANSFER. Lastmonth
all applicable Service el C ASOS sites in SRH completed augmentation/backup tiherMNS
to the FAA. Unfortunatehat several locations throughdbte county NWS WFOs and regnal
officesare r@ortingnon-compance wth Fedeal Metewological Handlmok #1 andFAA airtraffic
procedureso bothFAA regional dfices and NWSH. We g workng closly with both ofices to
improve performance whereeuzd.

LEASE FOR MIAMI WSR-88D. The existig ten ace land useagreement for the site which
houseghe Miami WSR-88D with the U.S. Army in soutthwest Miami expires on December 31,
2002. The Armyisin theprocess of abandoning the propectymplicating the renewal of the land
useagreenent. SRH isvorkingwith MASC to secure ownership of the same ten accéftan the
GSAat no costoNWS. GSA/DOD have agreed in principle on a nettandransfe to the NWS.
MASC on behalf oNWS sent GSA the official request and is curreatlyaiting the return of the
signed documents.

KEESLER AFB WSR-88D RELOCATION. A preferred tract of land faelocation of he
KeeslerAFB WSR-88D has been secured infigtan, Mississippi. A no-cost 20-yeardedas been
approvedy thelocal city attorneyand city offigals, and the Mississippi attorneyngeal’s office.
The three digit station identifier of “DGX” has beeapproved by the FAA National Fight Daa
Centeifor the WSR-88D, and the frequeraaythorization has been apprové@tieRadar Operations
Centeris now woking in earnest talismantle thexisting WSR-88D at Keesler AFB and begin the
relocation and installation at the Brandon site.

ASOS SENSOR RELOCATIONS. Under the guidance of SR&hairport procured contractor

relocatedhe ASOSCombined Sensor Group (CSG) at Tallahassee last mbnémnecessaifyAA
approval and configuration mareagent approval had been recelve
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WFO HUNTSVILLE RADAR COVERAGE. Narrow band communication lines have been
installedat loth WFO Birmingham ad at the Clmmbus, Misssippi WSR-8D RDA shéers.
Thesdines will provideWSR-88D data to WFO Huntsvill&he wideband T-1 line interfacing the
Hy-Top WSR-8® with WFO Huntsville has also &en insthed. Coinadent withthis, SRH is
coordinatingwith the ROC on the needed installation of aRR®G with Build 2.0 at WFO
Huntsville.

WEST MEMPHIS, ARKANSAS AIRPORT ASOSINSTALLATION. In responsdo a new
FAA requirenent, SRH isvorkingwith NWSH, tle FAA saithwest egion,and WFO Menphis to
site,install and commission a new FAA sponsof&DS in West MemphisWFO Mempls will
add site maintenance responsibility toetr inventory. The NWSH contréor completed the
Combined Sensor Group installation and Acquisition Control Unit install&gimonth. Minor
outstandingleficiencies are beingrrected locallyallowing the site to be camissiored by January
2003.

ASOSPROCESSOR UPGRADE AND PLANNED PRODUCT IMPROVEMENT. Several
SRHsites continue to participate in the Operational Test and EvaluationE20f&ghe new ASOS
processoupgrade After a brief hiatus due to persist@gmbblems with lockups and warm starts, the
newWatchdog Timer software (Version 2.6AHgs been installeat four sites in Southern Region
(ATT, Clinton, Okldnhoma; Moble, and Menphis). lockup poblems at bth Mobileand CSM
forcedthe removal of this software and reinstallation of the old softwétee relialdity of the
softwareat sites other than ASOS single cabinet sites afttaliation has been unacceptable placing
an unnecessarpurden on the E staffs at the OT&E sites. NWSH continues to work with the
regiors to identiy the problens and expad the numér of OT&E sites

RADAR MAINTENANCE OF THEWSR-88D IN PUERTO RICO. In response tor@quest
from SRH, and with FAA approval, the ROC sent a team of techmscia assist the lat FAA
techniciango ensurdothmicrowave communications channels are dpmral betweenthe remée
WSR-88D loation in Cgey and the WFOocatedin San Juan. Tit was sucessfuly completed
in late Semberand the radar and both microwave communications ch&wooetinued to perform
well as the Atlantic hurricane season drew tbose.

SRH is also working with WFO San Juan, the local FAAvays failities technicians, FAA
SouthernRegion, and the ROC on the establishment of alrmaal Operational Ageement for
improved maintenance and notification proceduoeshife FAA-owned WSR-88D.

SURFACE OBSERVATION PROGRAM. During September and into ea@¢tober Southern
Region eceivel 140 regests fron the aviion commuity for new ertificates,cancellations and
changesn type of suface ertificates. An incease oinew cetifi cate rguess contnuedthrough
Septembecaused byhe scheduled ASOS augmentation transfer of Sehewel C sites to the
FAA.
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UPPER-AIR OBSERVATION PROGRAM. The September upper air rankingsSouthern
Region offices continue to be excelle@eventeen of the twentliree SR offices receivestores
abovethe national average of 288.61. Sixteen offices hatksa@above 290 with apect score
being300. WFO Little Rock led Southern Region with a Septendigry of 299.04 edging out
Lake Charles scormef 299.01. Both offices continue to set the perforrmaneasure higher.

Other offices deserving notable mention include WFO El Paso.13p7 Jaksonville (296.51,
Miami (296.23), Nashville (295.70), Brownsville (295.60), Fort Wo@95.59), Birmingham
(295.56),Corpus Christi (295.51), Midland (294.60), Del Rio (293.88), Mésst (291.60), New
Orleans(291.45), Jackson (291.44) and Amarillo (290.41). Nation®lyO Lake Charés’ 12
monthaverage continude lead SR flices with a top scar of 29473 just ahad of Fot Worth with
293.30. Other thara few urontrolleble equipment problems, all SR upper air programs are doing
an excellent job.

RSOIS. Radiosonde Surfaceb®ewring Instrumetation Sgtem (RSC#) has beedeliveed to
WFO San Juan and is currently beingtalled by loal staff. Once installed, only WFO Nman
will remain toreceive and insll theirequipment completing Phase | of thgplementation Plan.
In Phase Ikites continued to install concrete pads tawers dead of quipment eélivery. These
locationsinclude WIOs New Oleans, lake Chdes, Shreeport, Corpus Christi and Amarillo.
Two of the thee remming loations in SR ave aleadyreceied theirRSAS towers ad are
currently in the prcess of having them installed.

As an alternate to thRSAS ralio/basestation poblems, NWSHhas give the remining feld
officesthe optim to use a fiber optic cable to connect the sensors to a PC in the &éveral
officesin SR have taken adviage ofthis offer. These sites include WFOs Tallahassake L
CharlesAlbuquerque, San Juan, Corpus Christi, Little Rock and Shrevépace theadio to lase
stationproblems are corrected, it will also allow offidesdisplaylocal surface data at a second
location in the office and be used as a backup.

RRS DEPLOYMENT MEETING. A seond Radisonde Rglacemat System (RRS)
deploymenplanning meetingvas heldastmonthin Sterling, Virginia. A new requiremend@ed

to the orignal RRS prgram isto condut a data ontinuity evaluaibn in suppd of the ¢imate

community. At this time it is not known if the evaluation will delay thelbgment ofthe RRS.
Detailsof thisevaluation have been worked out with all parties involvetblldw-up meeting was
scheduledor late October at NWSH with end-users to refine dgpirements ahgods for this

evaluation.

When RRS deployment is complete, the ngper-air radiosondgystem will automaticallgend
archive data electronicaltp the National Climatic Data Cent@CDC)via ftp ower the hternet
This proceswill allow the transfer of verlarge archive data files thaill be generated from the
new upper-air sgtem. Furthermore, it will be easier for NC to ingest data into their archive
sydem if sert electronicaly.
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WFO JACKSON. The lst week of September, the Southern RegionrTigam comprising
WFO Corpus Chisti DAPM Dave Davenport and SRH upper air pegsgmanager Alton Abernathy
traveledto WFO Jackon to condct dataacquisiton trainirg for the new dea acqusition staff.
Overa veryshort peiod WFO Jakson lostall of their experienced data acquisition staff including
theDAPM. Becawse of thisapid turrover in pesonnelstation pgormarce begn to sufér. SRH
proactively, in conjunction with the MIC, activatatle Tiger Team to help train anark with the
new staff. Due to the onset®fopicd Storm kidore, he data equisitiontrainingwas limitel to

the upper ai and suiace pogramsonly. Duringthis time, s&eral special upper air flights weer
requestedvhich gave the Tiger Ben additional opportunities to work with the staff on proper
procedues,quality contrd and documentation. In adlition tothe training, several copies of the new
upperair training tape, “Anrtroduction and Practical Guitie UpperAir Duties” was provided for
the entire staff to review.

FIRST EMERGENCY PHONE USE IN SR. The eacuation &st month of WFO
Midland/Odesa due to a nearbHAZMAT fire resulted in the first-eveofficial use of the
emer@ncycell phores provied toall WFOs bySR/SOD lastiscal yea. Employees we out of
the WFO for fourhours, btiused the phone to communicate with the operational servikagac
office (WFO San Angelo).

The emergencyell phone was also used to commurdocatth SRH ad to keep WFO Midland-
Odesseemployees infornte on an hourly bas of when they would ballowed back into the
building. The phone also praed the WCM ad SOO acess to ta ASOS forcurren on-site
EmergencyOperations Center weather information duting HAZMAT event.

KEY WEST 35% DESIGN REVIEW. The Key We$35% cesignreviewconfeence wa held
atthe office of the architects and @mgersn Lafayette, Louisiana last montiRarticipants included
NWS employees tim SR and NWSH, CASC engineers, and condradromthe two Louisiana
A&E firms involvedin the deggn. Manyitems were identified for further definition ke
governmentnd the contractors prior to the 95% desigmesg which is currentlyscheduled for
December 12, also in tayette.

NOAA TIER I ASSESSMENT DISCREPANCY REPORTING. The fird draft of the NOAA
Tier Il environnental conplianceand safgy assessmerswere made available to NWS for comment
by Internet acess onlyothe designateaspondile offidals at eah locaton, eithe the MIC or ECS
focal point. Unfortunately, Huitane Isidore, followe the very net week by Huricare Lilli,
limited the participation of @ame of the GuUf Coast ofice stdfs in reviewing the assesors’
comments.Howeve, therewill be an additional opportunity fogview of drafttcomments before
thefinal NOAA ECS findings are completed. One importantdain closingthe findingswill be
thecorrective action completiathates, which will be determined theNWS offices visited rather
than the NOAA contractors or staff.

SPILL PLAN SITE INVESTIGATIONS UNDERWAY. Personndgrom NOAA and the
contractorTetraTech are survieyg 14 SR offices for thpurpose of preparing apdatinguel spill
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plansper EFA guidelines. Most of these offices are leased sites that did nateexall plans
duringconstruction. The remaining sites are beipdated asequired on @hree-yar basis. The
WFOsbeing survegd are Tulsa, Naman Austin/Sarmntonio, San Angelo, Lubbock, Amido, San
Juan, Memphis, Nashville, Albuguerque, Huntsville, Shreveport, Melbourne and Mobile.

WFO HOUSTON/GALVESTON PROJECT. A meeting was heldnoNovembe 6 to revse
current plans for the new design andday for the Galveston County EngencyManagement and
CommunicationCenter (EMCC). Over the past five months Galveston Cduawybeen in the
procesf acquiring propertgdjacent to the existin@ffice of Emegency Mangementbuilding.
Planningand design of theew fadity will occur at a r@id pacecondenmg the sheduleas much
aspossible. A contract award for constran is expected by late Braiary orearly Mach 2003.
Thenew fadity is expected to open in JuR@04 priotto the huricaneseason. e countys solely
respondile for d the construction costs associated withrieew EMCC. NWS Southern Region
will fund the move. The NWS has agreed to provide the exiéfif@ buildingto Galveston
Countyunder dease-fre@agreement. This agrment requires Congressional lamggiantroduced
in the FYO3 appropriations bill. Approval is expected soon.

ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT DIVISION

DIVERSITY/EEO AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

WFO BIRMINGHAM. The National Weather Service FastcOffice in Birminghamvas one
of two dozen sponsors of the third annual Project Impact ComniwmgyeresDayin Birmingham
on October 10. Inclenmt weather and the threatt rain orced tle normaly outdoor event inside
to Boutwell Auditorium. But being inside did not redutiee enthaiasm andnterestof the narly
1,800studentsthat visited the various booths. MIC Ken Graham and WCMnBPieters have
workedwith the Poject mpact Comnittee sine last Mayo plan and execute tleent for the third
time. The tents to be used fitre various displays outside in the Edpwntown park wererought
inside thearena tying a \eryfestive & to the whole evat.

Birmingham foreasterFaith Borden ad DAPM Dae Wilfing along with Brian andken worked
the booth. Théurricane toss designeaad built ly Faith and lr husbad was a ig sucess with
thekids and may of the adilts atterding. Besids the exposwe to allthe fifth graders, the Weather
Fore@astOffice in Birmingham had prepad packets foall of theteaches, so thg went backo
thar schools with a treasure chest of materials for instruction. Aviclgaby energency
managemergave arandprize paidrip to tour the National Weather Service in Birmingham. The
city will pay for the lus trip anl lunch fa the ente clas.
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WFO BROWNSVILLE. DAPM Jim Campéll, Lead Foecaste Tim Speece HMT Dana
Watkins, ITO Janes Raleyand WCM Jesusiaro, povided towus of WFO Brownsvlle to

approximéely 300 fifth graders frorenator Eddie Lucio Middle School. The childrerevshown
local office operations, given PowerPoint presentatregading NWS ojratiors, and alg tours
of the office upper air facilities. The toursreemet with an enthusiastic responsehgychildren
and teachers alike.

WFO SHREVEPORT. MetinternJason Hansford demonstrated a weather balloorsesfen
thethird and fifth graders and tda at South Hyhlands Elementar§chool in Shreveport. The
Alliance for Education provided funding for tdears topurchae weather balloons and helium
throughoutthe school yeaso that their students can make ballogleases. Jason explained how
upperair releases showed how twénd drection changed with height, how the jet atredrives
various weather sgems, and how important it is in forecasting weather.

Jasonand foreaser Bill Parker participated in Bossier CiBair Dayat the Bossier City Center
Many juniors and seniors from schools in the Bossier €#yish high schools visited th8VS
booth, as Jason and Bill explained careers in metegsgldiscussed universities which have
meteorologyprograms, and described the as involved.

Foreaster May Keiser @ve a tik, alongwith slidepregntdions on tre opeations ofthe NVS
to the seveth and eignth grade students from Stanldigh School of Stanley,duisiana, and the
seventh ad eiglth grae sciene studerd from Linwood Middle Schobin Shreveort.

SOUTHERN REGION WORKFORCE TRANSACTIONS
October 1-31, 2002

Southern Region L osses

Name From (Office) | Action/Transfer From Title/Grade

Glen Heaton SRH AMD Transfer to UES Admin. Officer, GS-13
Henry Laskosky WFO SJU Retirement Senior Forecaster, GS-13
John Salmen WFO EPZ Trarsferto WR Forecaster, GS-12
William Finn RFC FNVR Transfe to State @pt. Hydrologst

David hle WFO BMX Retirement Forecaster, GS-13
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Southern Region Gains

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade
David Hennig WFO AMA New Hire Forecaster, GS-7
Paul Halleck WFO MLB Trarsferfrom WR El Tech, GS-11
BradleyBryant WFO JAN New Hire Met Intern, GS-5
Gary Jones WFO FFC Transfe from PR El Tech, GS-11
Phillip D. Scheibe WFO ABQ Transfe from CR HMT, GS-11

Cyril Robinson WFO EPZ New Hire El Tech, GS-10
Terrence kbo, Jr. WFO LCH New Hire Met Intern, GS-7
Sean K. Daida WFO EYW New Hire Forecaster, GS-9
Jennifer M Yost WFO LCH New Hire Forecaster, GS-11
Donnita Gardner WFO SJT New Hire ASA, GS-7
Within Region Transfers/Actions

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade
Bruce Sherbon WFO TSA Promotion from SHV Forecaster, GS-11
Mike Hughes WFO TBW Promotion from TAE RMS, GS-12
TracyHowieson RFC FNVR Reassignment from TUA| Hydrologst, GS-12
Keith DeArmas WFO LIX Reasggnmert from LIX SFT, GS-11
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