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REGIONAL DIRECTOR

NEW DEPUTY DIRECTOR. Itis mypleasurdo report that Steven Coapgeas ben appointed
Deputy Director of theNWS Souhern Region, behind Gay Grice who reired recently. During his
24 years with the National Weather Sevice, Steven has consistently demonstrated outstanding
leadeshipskills. As Chief ofthe Meteoblogical Services Division and then Chief ¢tie Climate,
Water and VWéathe Division,he playd a critical rolen the modernization and resttuang of the
Southern Regn and led thevayon numerous, innovative@gams. Alongwvith formerDRD Gay
Grice, Seven o-developedthepopular BLAST (Building Leadersfor A Soid Tomarrow) program,
andheplayed apivotd rolein nurturing many of the SR imovationsincluding therecent and highly
swecessiul Tum Around, Don’t Drown ™ program. While hisexperience, expetiseand leadership
skills have been instrumehtar manypast succsses, Steven'’s skills will be even margortant
as weface the oppdunities and challeres that lie aled. Pleas@in me in congatulatingand
welcomingSteven to his new position.
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NEW MICs. Justin Weaver has bee appointed Metologst-in-Charg of WFOLubbock.

Justin obtained a 8 degeein metewology from Centr&aMichigan and begn his NWS caregeas

an intern aWSFO Lubbock in 1990. Heaned anVIS degeefrom Texas Teb and sered as the
servicehydrologst andlater asenior forecster athe WSFO before moving to VWO Detroit. He

returnal to Lubbock in 200hs the TO. His duties havgiven him broad eperience wth all types

of sevee weathe, and in ddition he has the somewhaique eperience ofcoordinaing with our

partnesin boththeMexican(Interndgional BoundaryandWaterCommgsion)andCanadianl(ake

Huron) meeorolodcal sevices.

| am also verpleasé to ainounceheappointment oEhawn Bennett as the new Meteorologist-in
ChageoftheTampaBay AreaNWS Forecast Ofice. Skawn will assumethepasitionin mid-April,
behind ta Brenne& who rdired this month. Bawn bmgs awedth of experiene to the nevposition
and will be a strongsset to citizens in all of westrteal Horida and its marineommunity A 17-
yearvetaan of NOAA and the NWS, Shawn’s background includes work at NOAA'’s Office of
Atmospheric Ressech headquders ad NSSL He joined the WS in 1994 as the Sciee@and
OpeantionsOfficer at WFO Sanuhn, then tnasfered to WFO Bownsville (1999) werehe seved
as the SOO until his promotioa MIC in Januay 2003. Please join me in caagulating Shawn
and wishinghim well in his new position.

FP

w

EXCHANGE OF ISC GRIDS. It'simportantto share gur ISC grids with yur neidnbors. When
you make hanges, sendgur ISCgrids. The grids play vital rolein collaboraion and should not
be hdd until the last mnute. Theeis anoptimal balance tha can bestrudk beween serling ISC
as soon athey have been edited versus not sending them & al until all grid editing is complete.
Also, there is noga need to ship derivlgridsvia ISC, sahosecanbe eliminateddr eficiency
gains. Note thath comingbuilds of FPS there vl be a helpful GU to assist in configumg sites
and gids for ISC raffic.

PINPOINT FORECASTS A HIT! SRH has been inunddtevith positve emds albout the
serviceour WFOs have providedia the Pinpoint Forexsts. To view theustomer comments see
the IFPS wisomer Web page: http://www.srh.noaa.gov/srh/cwivmsd/customer.html

CLIMATE, WATER AND WEATHER DIVISION

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES BRANCH

UNIFIED DEFENSE 2004 EXERCISE. Naiond Weathea Service Souhern Region recently
competed support to the Unified Defense '04 Exercise This exercise invdved over 50 federd,
stae and local agendes, and over atwo-week period tesed the government’s ability to deal with
multiple radiological events coincident with the simulated landfall of a Category 4 hurricane in
Texas.
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Southern Reign provided telbnical expertise in deterining the simulated huoanetrak and
intensity WFOs Bownsville, @rpus Christi, Houston/Galveston, AustiarSAntonio, and the
West Gulf River Fagcast Center oonstructed ove300 simulated weher produts for use dung
the exercise SRH stdf created the dissanination tools and utilized the SRH Web farm to
provide # participatingagencies with the simulated weathaformaion during theexercise.

During the heitpt of the exerciseSRH staf were depoyed to both FEMA Rgion VI and the
Texas Division of Emergncy Managment, as is done dng real huricane thrats, to provide
weather briefings and sypport the operaions of the various perticipating agendes. The SRH
Regonal Opeations Center providkbriefings on a dailybasis to keep pesinformed of re&a
wedher dangers. This prove to be espaally useful, as a “unplanné” high fire dangerin the
Texas Rnhandle produced agrass fre tha came within two miles d the Pantex Weapons Rint,
a nuclar weapons ssemblyand disassemblfadlity. The ROC aed quicklyto connetthe
Texas DEM, FEMA Region VI, and Texas Forest Sevice to WFO Amarillo so they coud
provide the ltest fire weathe information to he front lines. The work othe NWS helped
firefighters contain theife quicklyand minimiz the dager to the public.

The erdse provided Southern Rieg with the opportunityto fine-tune wether opeations
while supportingour vital partnes and astomers. Ourfeorts drew wdegpread commend®sns
from the paticipating agerties, as well as diregraise fom the Govenor aad Lieutenant
Governor of Texas. Each o the offices thet paticipated in the exercise (and in the real world

inciden) should be proud of thar work sypporting our patnes. This entire exercise was a
succeas due to gur had work and dedicéon.

MARINE

New Orleans Boat Show. WFO NewOrleans, the TropicaPrediction Center, rad the
National Daa Buoy Certer provided stéfng for the 2004 Mw Otteans Bat Show for aotal of
33 hours of opation. The WFOsuyplied the dis@y, and the WFO rad NDBC supplied
handout matéal. NDBC also assisted with posters for the disgiagkdop.

The booth wa staffel by one to two pesons throufggout the boatl®ow’s hours of opations and
was located visibly on the “man floor” which resulted in alarge number of visitorsto the NWS
booth. Approximately 1000 boat show attendees visited the booth. There was dgnificant
interest in findingdifferent means toaess buoydata ad marine éreasts. TheNDBC maps of
buoy and C-man locationsin the Guf as well as cata buoy reference cards listing meansto access
buoy information via Web sites and phonesne very popular. Awide vanety of marines
stopped off aithe booth, with the primarygroup beingsmall boat opetars mainlyused for
recreationd fishing in the coastd wateis. The rapid expangon of the Internet was quite evident.
Many booth visitors wee aware of the maine forecast ad observaon data on thenterne, and
others wee desiring ways to retrievea varety of datavia the htemet We had many
compliments on the marinersees provided bythe National WeatheService
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This event oférs te best opportunityffor WFO New Oteans/Eaton Roug to interat with a
gred number of the lcal marinecommunityin a reatively short period of time.

Miami International Boat Show. A booth at the annu8iami Interndional Bod Show, one
of the largest in the United States with an esimaed atendance of 138,000, was staffed by NWS
meteorologists from WFO Miami and the Tropical Prediction Center last month. The NWS
exhibit was acomhined fort of NWS and four other NOAA agendes.

PUBLIC

Updateto Modernized PILS Transition. The Communicatiordentifier End State Transition
(CID Trangtion), i.e., the"Trangtion to Modernized PLs;," is darting to move forward. Thefirst
sd of produds is shieduled to be changed-over May 25. All PILs will be changed to end-state
by the end of theyear. We will be sending out product lists for your review and we gppreciate
your help in careding arors befoe NWS Headqugers notifies oucustomers If you have ay
questions, please contact MelindaBailey or Eric Howieson. The CID Web dte is ot competely
up-to-date but the schedulehas bea updated whic is Appendix B and located #&
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/datamgmiN$ CID Transion_Plan.html

FIRE WEATHER

Fire Weather Training Provided by WFO Morristown.  WFO Morristown fire weaher
progam manger David Hotz gae the AAtmospheric Stabilty and Cloud&and AGeneal and
Local Windggections of the S-29Marse athe YMCA BlueRidgeAssembly Black Mountain,
North Caolina in Jawuary. The course was held & the home base of the Asheville, North
Carolina Hotshots. Mangf the 30 students we from the Asheville ad Augusta, Geagia,
Hotshots, but somwere also from the Noth Carolina State Festryand U.S. Depament of
Defense.

WFO Tampa Bay Develops and Initiates FAM Fire Visits.  Fireweaher progam manger
Rick Davis, WCM Dan Noah and te®rologst Jennife Colson completed the étin a series of
fire FAMiliarization visits in late Januaryand edy Februaly with fire officials who ae
responsible for prescibed bumsin the WFO TampaBay forecast aea. The gods o thesevisits
include firsthand forecast werification, rdationship bulding with fire officials, and personaly
seeing the importance fire weather and spot forecasts have on fire planning, control and safety.
This progam is a penership with he Florida Division of Fastry the Florda State Park
Savice, and loca county government dficials.

WFO Miami Participatesin Collier County Wildland Fire Round up. The Colier County
EOC, Naples Ierida hosted a iWdfire suppression workshop in Hsruay. Workshop
paticipants included people from federd, state, county and muricipal agendes thet operate in
Collier County. Presentes discussed wha could be supplied and what special operations could
be peformed to suppies fire br a longdurdion wildfire event. WFO fireweaher progam
leaders JoelRotfuss and Eric Chiistensen poke abaut the WFO Miami Fre Weahe Program.
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The discussion focused on how the WFO would hande thelong-term fire event. Additional time
was spent on the day-to-day fire weather operations, spot forecasts for HAZMAT incidents, and
the acessingNWS products via the Web.

FAA ACADEMY BEGINSFLIGHT SERVICE STATION PROFICIENCY CHECKS. In
eaty Februay the NWS infructors/evalators at the KA Academyresumed mficiency chedks
for FSS controllers. Each geone or two BS Dbcations a& seleted put of a box) for a
proficiency check. Orce afacility is ®lected, theingrucor will natify thefacility manager thd,
sometime duringhat day the NWS will conduct gproficiency che&. The ingructor will then
selet a route ot an eay one) ad requet a standardbriefing from the FSS controller. Upon
completion of the brieng, the instructor will provide a gadeand comments to thewtroller on
the brieing. The instructors tathe FAA Academy are planning to conduct at least one
proficiency che& at egh FSS nationwide beforsummer.

WFO AUSTIN/SAN ANTONIO PARTNER’S WORKSHOP. The WFO pesentd a
Partnes Wakshop in San Antonio on Febary 19 and agin in Austin on Felwary 24. The
workshop foas was to ncresse awaenes of the manynew and improved foecast service
provided bythe WFO to the mediand emegency coordinaion officials on felerd, state and
local levds. Ead meetingconsisted of fivegpresatations. MC Joe Atellano hidnlighted the
importanceof patnerships andaye a overviav of the most costlyveaher events of 2003 for
South-CentralTexas. [reaster MonteOaks then msentd an oveview of fire weather
services. Foreaste Clay Anderson and SOQod Zeitler introduce the new gaphial, tabular
and pinpoint foreast products. Serwchydrologst Mark Lenz gae an oveview of the new
AHPS flood products aviebde on the Web. WCM arry Eblen finished the neting with a
detailed seere weather and tornado histotgilored to eeh metropolitan @ea The wokshop
lured seveal membes of the mdia as wdl as emergency coordinaors and memberof the
Lower Colorado River Authority Texas Depament of Trasportation, Texas Homeland
Security Texas Pdes and Wildlife, National Park Service Austin WaterDepatment,and the
Texas Flood Plain Manags Assomation.

WFO TALLAHASSEE INTERACTSWITH STUDENT TV BROADCASTERS. Student
diredor Johnathon Conant and WFO lledbasseesenior faecaster T.J. Turnag mannd the
discussion desk durinthe 30min FSU student cuent wegher TV showFebruay 25, 2004,
seen ddy on WFSU-TV. Duing four spots dhnathon dsed T.J. about the Tallahassiooding
during the reent miny spell. Other topics discussencluded the Tallahassdornalo, hail and
sevee wind climatologes, the NWS ®&rmReadyProgam, and Tallahgsee$ winter wather

NEW KEY WEST CLIMATE MESSAGE. WFO Key Weg has intiated a twice-daily
climate message product for Marathon, Horida. The product is being appended to the existing
climate messag for Key West and can beiewed undethe MIACLIEYW product. This now
makes daily climate data avalable for cusomers in the upper Keys, and it is being prominently
aired on NOAA Wedher Radio.
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WFO TULSA ISSUES NEW SEASONAL OUTLOOK. WFO Tudla has begun issuing a
new longrange Site Specific Seanal Odlook (SSSO) product. The WF@as compaed the
correlation of tempeaturefor certan specific breast pointawithin their CWA with thoe of the
Climate Prdiction Center (CPC) MegClimate Divisions. flthe @rrdation is significant, a
regeession equ#n can be deeloped br each site for each thre-month foecast period. Using
the monthlyCPC forecast, aProbability of Exceedace POE) table is thenemented br the
forecas point. The \alues ae then gotted an a geph to form a FOE cuve. At preent WFO
Tulsais issung this experimentd product for Tulsa and Fort Smith. A sample of the produd,
alongwith the product dgcription document cabe viewd at
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/tulsalimate/downscale/climfcst.php

Southern Region is hopeful this product, or something similar, will be embraced nationally to
help fulfill the NWS Regional and Local Climate Sensdelanwhich cdls for the devepment
of locd climate produts downscaledrém CPCforecast produts bythe end oFYO05.

This is the seond long-range dmatdogical product being issied by WFOs wthin SR. WFO
Melbourne ha been issuingan experimental lorgange dry season m@cipitation foreast for
centralFloridafor ove two yeas. A sample of this prodycalongwith the product decription
document can be viewed & http://www.srh.noaa.gov/mlb/enso/mibnino.html

HYDROLOGIC SERVICESBRANCH

FFMP TELETRAINING. Hydrologc Services Branch hyrologc sewices progran managr
Kandis Boyd in collaboration with WFO Morristown senior service hydrologist Brian Boyd
conductd four teldraining sessions on the AWE Flash Flood Monitoringind Preditton
(FFMP) application last nmonth. Brian dso seved as the ingructor for the teletraining sessons.
FFMP software deelopes Tom Filiagi and Michaé Churma from MDL, and Mike Mecer
from OCWWS HIP dso paticipated in the teetraining sessbns & technical consutants.
Bernard Meisner §RH SSD) provided telenical support with integting the FRMP presentation
materia into the Visitview teldraining softwae pa&age. TheNWS Training Centeprovided
online reggstration support for the telaining sessions. TheAMP presentation materiawill be
posted on the Southern Rexg Intrané. We will noify you when it is available

Thanks to everyone involved for ajob well done. A special thanks to Brian Boyd for serving as
the instructor.
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NEW MEMBER OF SR HYDROLOGY PROGRAM FAMILY. Peter Corrign is the new
senia service hydrologst at WFO San Juan. Petezportel to work in Puerto Rico the wk of
March 8. He holds a B\.. degeefrom the Univesity of Rhodelsland and & M.S. degeefrom
the Univesity of Ddawar. Petebegn his NWS carean 1988 as a@seach meeorologst at
NWSH in the Office of Hydrology. He worked on ProbableMaximum Preipitaton and
predpitation frequercy studies and also generaed National Hydrologic Oulooks from WFO
Spring Flood Outlook issuanes. He spenttwo yeas at WGRFC & a hydrologic foreaster
before assuminghe senior s@ice hydrologst positon at Des Moines in 1998.

Peter o-authored the PMP reports for thd?acific Northwest and Qdornia. Heworked on the
transition and implementation 8WIPSWHFS a@ WFO Des Moines. As the supping sevice
hydrologist for the WFO a Lacrosse Wisconsin, he comlucted field work and coordination to
help update theNFO’s hydrologc databae inform#&ion for all river forecast points. He
provided traning to the stdf at WFOs De Moines and WFO d&aosse on all modernied
hydrologc support sgtems. Welcome to the Southern RBaghydrology progam fanily, Peter.

CAREER DAY PRESENTATION. WFO New Orleans senior service hydrologist Pdricia
Brown visited the St. Tammaniunior High Schoolin Slidell last month to participate in the
Annual Carer Day activities in conjunction with BldcHistory Month.

Pdricia spoke to achdlengng classioom of about 25 eighth graders. Ste led the discussion with
information about NOAA the National WeathmeService the weéher sevice fore@ast offie at
Slidell, and the riverdre@ast ceters. The first pat of the visit coveed basiometeorolog and
hydrology, as well as otrer careers within NOAA. Pdricia covered the educationd requirements
necesaryto become aNOAA sdentist and e other opportunities that arise with aogd
mathematicsrad/or sciene eduation.

The seond part of thediscussion revolvedraund the pesonal skils and habits necgsaryfor
succes in life. Pdricia shared some of her own experiences as a student and as aworker. The
discussion covetkseting goals, integity, acountability, dealingwith failure, positive thinking
and ations, and the methods for makirgpod life decsions. The convsation stressed
avoidane of sucess blockers,” such & drug, alcohol, unsaf he#th practices and negtive
influences.

The children asked many questions and freely shared their weather experiences, as well as their
career gods. Most intendto go to college. Nice job, Pa.
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MODELING LAKE OKEECHOBEE DATA. On Februgy 26, SERFC HT John Fédt and
WFO Miami MIC Rusy Pfost visted the South Florida Wat&anagement District (SWMD)
in West Pain Beach in orde to share informaion concerning NWS, SRVMD, and U.S. Army
Corps of Enmees efforts to model lake (keedtiobee. Te biglake is a vital weer resourcefor
almost 6 million people in South Florideof waer supply agiculture, ecreation, and lbod
control. An important byrodud of the meéng was an ageanent betwee SFWMD and the
NWS o sharered-time mesoscaleneteorologal and lydrologcal data including obserations
from Lake (keetobee dia platforms. This infornteon will be availableto WFO Miami (and
hence to dl Florida WFOs through AWIPS)in 15-minute increments which should bendfit real-
time mescscak andysis routines. Future liaison between SFVMD and the NWS, especially
SFWMD modelers and SERFC, is plannedthe nar future.

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

FLORIDA WFOS COLLABORATE ON ROAD WEATHER INFORMATION

SYSTEMS. WFO Jaksonville MIC Steve Letro and SOO Pat Welsh were invited guests
reently for the delication of anew building for the College of Computer Screes ad

Engneeing at the University of North Florida Their participaion reflects the extensive
collaboraion of the WFO staffwith UNF and its Applied Global Sstems labordory. Of
particula note is that one ofhe sygtems engineemng laboratories is the Advanad® Weather
Information Sgtems labordory, so named lmuseof UNFs involvement in mesoscalecathe

data and communicatons research in Horida. For the sane reason, UNF was gven aleadership

role in the HRorida Deartment of Transportian's nev Road Weatheinformation Sgtem
(RWIS), which is part of theational htelligent Traasportation Sgtem (IT'S) initiative. Florida
NWS offices age also havily involved.

This important role for both theWS and UNFdid not justhappen, but is the dreresult of a
series ofresardh projeds centeed on wirdess mesoscaleveadher déaa communication,
begnning with a COMET Padners projet with UNF professor J David Lambet which funded
the original research. That project led to the RWIS ‘"research facility”

(http://www.foridaroadweather.org), and a initial network of senserat microwse towes

located dong the north Florida irterstate system that was kuilt by UNF and Florida Stae

University with collabaaton from te Jaksonville and Tdlahasse WFOs  Sies rearest

Tallahassee hae sens@ at multipk levds to support additional rearch at FSU bang led by
Drs. Henry Fuelberg and Jim Elsner, both of whom have bee involved in the NOAA/NWS

Cooperativerstitue for Tropicd Meteorology.
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The next phase ofthe piojea will be toreformatthe RWVIS data ard include thremin the MADIS
(Meteoological Assimilation Datarigest Sgtem) at NOA/FSL, which will allow sharingthe
data via thésouhem Region &rvas. hstallation of the firstdperdional” section of the Forida
RWIS in central Florida, in WO Melboumnes CWA, will beggin this sunmea. Future gods
include providingshort-term gdded foecats on the Web and at kiosks seleded rest aeas
alongthe interstate higvays. More &dout the projetcand how it developkis at
http://www.floridaroadweather.com/rwis/reportl _reports.xmi

NCEP ETA MODEL CHANGE. On Tuesda April 20, 2004, the cordguration of the
NCEP’s Eta Model will be modified to allow 0-84 hdarecast to run in thewrent 0-60 hour
time sla. This will be apermamnt change. The expected new delivery times for Eta products
are as follows:

24 hr produs:  5-10 minutes earlier
36 hr produs:  15-20 minutes earlier
48 hr produs: 15-20 minutes earlier
60 hr produs:  20-25 minutes earlier
84 hr produs:  35-40 minutes earlier

More pecisetimes will be provided when tlgebecomeavailable Details on the chargcan be
found a: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/nfittations/in04-07eta comression.txt

TEST OF DOWNSCALED GFS OUTPUT TO DAY 8. In support of agquest fom the
IFPS Science Starg Tean (ISST), from Marb 15 throudp April 15 interestedffices an
participdae in a rsk redution test of new extended Migesolution numeridamodel guidace.
The intent o this DGEX (Downscaled GFS with Bta Extengon) project is to kring quick relief to
forecasters by providing a physicdly consistent ard seanless option for initializing high
resdution medium range forecast gids

Once each daythe NCEP will run the Eta model startingforecast hour 78rad provide output
from 84 hours throug 192 hours (Day 8) usingboundaryconditions provided byhe Global
Forecast System (GFS). This,in essence, will produce dowscalel (12 km) GIS output every
six haurs. A Smartlnit procedure will be digributedto participating offices tofurther downscae
the output to 2.5 or 5 km, theame resolution as the gds the offies produe for the National
Digitized Foreast Dathdase. Should this test be sestul, startingin June the NCEP will run
themodd twice each day and thedownsaled madd output will be added tothe AWIPS Séellite
Broadcast Network. Training and the requisite AWIPS configuration files will then be made
available to dl offices.
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Two dfices from each NWS CONUS region will formdly paticipate in this ted. Ohe SR
offices mg receive and use the guidance, but without naiond support. Contact our ISST
member Andy Patrick (SOO, WFO Corpus Christi) oeBiad Meisner(SSD) for moredetails.
The model output is also availalde
http://wwwt.emc.nep.noaa.gov/imhimmbpll/etapli8day/index.html

UPDATED PRISM CLIMATE WEB SITE. The Spdial Climae Analysis Savice (SCAS)

at Oregon State University announces a completely redesigned Web site:
http://www.ocs.oregonstate.edu/prism/This site provides a1 unprecedented wealh of timely

spetial climate dda sds for a variety of morntoring and research needs. You can use this site to

acess curent and historical monthlymaps of preipitation, air and d&point temperture

analses and anomalies forthe conteminous United Sftes. You ma also download
publication-quality mgp graphics for many years and morths explore the daa online and create

time series gaphs ad tables foanygrid cdl with their Intemet Map Serve Also avdable ae

new maps of 1971-2000 mean monthly and annud precipitation and tempeaature. Camplete

4-km grid coverage of every month and year from 1895 to the present can be accessed from this

site, via free download in thepopular ARC/Info ASCIl GRID GIS format.

These daa sds were created with the well-known PREM dimate mgpping systen. PRISM is
unique in tha it incorporates asyetial climate krowledge base tha accounts for devation, ran
shadows, temperaure inversions, coastd effects, and more in the climate mgoping process. Daa
set documentan (including F5SDC metadaty reports and paps on PREM and other SCAS
projeds are &ailable fom the Web site.

SYSTEM S OPERATIONS DIVISION

SYSTEMSINTEGRATION BRANCH

IT SECURITY. IT seaurity continuesto be amajor focus in the region and commands large
resaurce commtments We have formed a tiger team of regional headquarters and field experts
to help local ofices revork their LAN structues in-orde to meet the equremernts for the
cettification and acredtation proces. Whie these dices wereoperaing in a seure manney
the inability of the Haris softwae (IT secuity tool) to s@anseveal, or in somecase any of the
PCs onlie LAN, required usto take &tion. h some cses threer four people hae helpe out
for afull week. The routine operationd requirements placed on our IT stdfs & the local levd is
such that it would take orte two months irorderto accomplishthis upgadingif not assisted by
thetiger team.
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AWIPS. All Southern Rempn sites have suessfully installed OB2 ad all OB relaed
maintenane rdeases. OB3 vas sucessfullyinstaled at WFOs Mobile and Shveport. A Ew
bugs havebeen identified and several have aready been addressed and fixes will be in place for
naiond deploymert. Ore ise is the change in the spell checker dictionary in OB3. This
chang caises the spketheder in XNOW to no longefunction propdy. A patch ha alreay
been developed for XNOW and can be oltained & http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ama/xnow/frohtml

All Southern Rempn offices have sutessiilly installed the inux workstations this past month.

WSR-88D ORPG BUILD 5 STATUS. WFOs Fort Worth, Albuquerque and Norman will be
participding in the béa test for ®RPG Build 5. Thedd will start in Febuaryand edy March
with national deplognent schedukkto begn March 29.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS. A number of new NWR site orders are in the queue and ee

being monitored ard coordinated with the telcos to gettheminstalled We have been kegoing a

close wach on the dbrt to install the St. @ix, Virgin Islands circtt from the San Jdan ofice.

It has bee challengng but progess isbeingmade. The Seads, Florida NWR telco cosims ae

beingaddressed throulg close oordination with the=lorida Depatment of Trasportation, who
owns the faility wheme the transmitter will be housed. Anfether arcuits arefollowing along

with no problems articipated including in Texasthe Beaumont move, the nrew Carrizo Springs

start-up, ad the Plainview cingit. The circuit for the El Paso Spanish lalage transmiter ha

also bea installed and tested.

We continue @ do modifications and updateto the frguency databae to insure la our

transmitters are in compliance with regulations. We have keen working with the Hydrology

Division concening the narowbandingeffort for hydro transmitters rad alert systems and
gauges. As updageareapprovel and confmed, the frequeng databae is looking bier and
will become morenanagable

We havesent a survey to eat office askingabout their arrent telephone stem. We are
looking to yogradereplace these systams, as funding alows duing FY05. Most d these
telephone systans ae reaching the end of life expectancy and are becoming more expensve to
maintain at optimum level. As the informatioorn the field is gtheed, wewill determine the
best coursef adion for the rgion.

IV-ROCS STATUS. The Interactive Voice Remote Obseation Collection Sgtem (V-
ROCS) collectedrad distributedl 3,868 obsentans from Southern R&mn volunteer obse&ers
last month. Thiss an aveageof just over 478 obsevations perday This, coupled with the
approximately 175 doservations pe day tha are trangmitted through WxCoder 11, represets a
large quantityof high qualitydata br the WFOs to support thefioke mission.
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COOP METADATA SUBMISSIONS. In Februay 85 metadataipdates wee submitted,
approved and archived usingthe Cooperave Service Station Automation.  Another 21
stbmittals ae currently in the gpproval process. In adtion to the coop program medadaa
updates, 66 identifier recordswere updaed using theNWS Location Identifier systam.

POSSIBLE MOLD ABATEMENT AT WFO MIAMI/NHC. A recomnendation to mnmove
mold-stained wallboar in the WFO Miam realy room was tyen by a cetified industrial
hygienist who toured theatility recently looking d areas of pat water denage caised byroof
and window leks. The Public Hdth Service indoor airquality investigaor from Ddlas who
previouslyvisited three SR officewas aske to reviewthe Mami report for concurenceand
saidremova of the afected wallboad mayalleviate enployee halth concens, but the EPA does
not requireremova of areas less than 10 squarded if it can be trated in plae. Estimates for
thewadlboad removal are bang saught by Miami/NHC pesonnd.

EPA SPILL PLANS VS. BEST MANAGEMENT PLANS. Nine offices in SR hae Spil
Prevention, Control, and Counterrsaee GPQC) plans orignally done byFluorDaniel whe
the offices wee nev, but have novexpired and & in reed of revision. Due to newegulations
relaed to total on-site diesel fueapaity and some rade beingat ranote locations, two of the
nine nev ill plans can be done in the less expersive Best Management Han (BMP) format.
The otherseven SECs wil requirea site visit bypersonnkefrom an eéwvironmental contretor
such TetaTech, Inc. which has provided surveyn previous gas. The BAPs can be donby
SRH.

RADIOSONDE BATTERY WATER ACCEPTANCE BY POTWs. NWS is required to
contact publically-owned waste treatment plants (POTWSs) and receive gpprova prior to
disposing of adiosonde Htery waterin the municipal sewge systens. A dréaft letter to the
POTWs ha been pepaed for regions to modfy and provide to the POTWSs with references to
the chemica andyses d the Sippican and Vaisala lattery activation water, which contain
elevated comentrdions of copper For upper & sites wherethe offie is not connded to a
muncipa sewage systam, this water mug be collected for evaporation o commercial disposal.
Ead office with a POTW willbe contated egardingcommunications forgproval to dispose of
the ativation water.

OBSERVATIONS AND FACILITIES BRANCH

WFO KEY WEST CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS. An orde for WFO Key Weg
constiuction was sgned & WSH and forwarded, dong with new drawings and specifications, to
the Navy Facilities Canmand for presentation to bidders. The construction contract award could
be made in April with groundbreaking in early May.
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NATIONAL WEATHER CENTER IN NORMAN. Last month Soliern Regon’s System
Operations Division (SOD) participated in a NOAA/NWS maeeting via video conferendng to
discuss relodaon activities to thenew National Weather Centein Norman. Themeeting
focused on designing NOAA/NWS IT infrastructure. Having such a large NOAA/NWS
presence on the University of Oklahoma campus and mesting DOC IT security requirements
presats a major cHeenge to the protam. Repesenttives from S travded to WFO Norma
to work with thelocal WFO gaff to findize Souhern Region’s requirements  The NWC facili ty
is expectal to be complete indbruay 2006.

NEW OSHA RULINGS ON CONFINED SPACES. At the rguest of NWS, OSHA has
ruled that the NEXRAD dome is a permit-required confined space that may be reclassified as a
non-pemit confined spae with agpropriate séeguards oflocking out “all main funtions of the
antennd The ROC is prepaing an instruction on how to implement thedk Out/TagOut
requiranents and wildissemnate this to te fidd soon. Presumabipe uppeiir domes will be
classified thesame a NEXRAD ad will follow a similar proces for Lock Out/TagOut
procalure development, which begn this past weeat WSH byfadliti es engheeing and the
upper & progam office. A letter from OSHA wa reeived br the lager WFQRFC air handle
units, requiing that the eletricd disconnects be I&ed out and taged bebre the HVAC
contractor could enter theair handler formaintenane.

RF RADIATION HAZARD FOR ROOFTOP NWR ANTENNAS. A small number of
NWR antennas with 1000W transmitters are mounted on high-rise building rooftops. The RF
radigion emitted byan opeating transmitter could possiblgxceed theecanmended maximum
values of GHA, FCC or IEEE exposure limitsfINWS emploges ad members othe gneal
public aretoo close to the amt@a. This is most Kely to occurwhen buildingmairtenrance
personnksuch as roars orHVAC tednicians a@ woking on theroof nea the NWR antenna.
Forthese sites, s will be made that wa of apotential RF rdiation hazard.

After review and discussion with NWS and NOAAdiation safety personnel, warningigns br

potential RF rdiation hazard &as vl be placed & four rootop mounted NOAA Weathe
Radio antennas with 1000-watt trangmitter power ratings.

ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT DIVISION

DIVERSITY/EEO AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

RFC Atlanta HIC Jhn Fddt participated in the Principaf the Da program sponsored bythe

city of Atlanta public skools. He spent aull day shadowing the pncipal at Woodson
Elementay School in the middle of the cityWoodson Elementarigas a school-wide Title |

program and sevices 370 students
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The Piincipal for a Day program places pivate sector and government dficials into an Atlanta
city schoal to expeience what goes a during a typical day. Same activities during the visit
included, touring the school facility, visiting classrooms and participating in the discussions
meeting sdhool saff, giving moming and dismissd announcements, sharing lunch with gudents
and stdf, and addressing or teaching a class.

To follow up, the school will send afield trip to the Nationd Weater Service Office later this
spring.

WFO Tallahassee senior foecater Ron Blok participded in various acviti es cateral around
Bladk History Month. The attivitiesincluded discussing minority opportunitiesin metearology
and hyrology at a yuth fair in Quincy Florida, and ta “Celdrating African-American
Heritage” event & the Leon Cowunty man library. Along with SCEPPhi Shakr, Ronseaved & a
judge at the Remnal Sciencerar bringing togetherthe best middle antdigh school iene
projeds from acoss north Flada and ecommendinghat sevaal meteoology projeds from
aaoss north Florida alvarnce to the gate competition. Ron also lectured to the Rckards High
Sdhool Internationd Baccalaureate advanced stience students on the role of mahemdics in
meteorol ogy.

WFO Tallahassee staff continue to teach a course at the co-located Florida State University
meteorology department entitled “Introduction to the Nationd Weather Service.” This hi-weekly
course has 19 gudents with lectures augmented by invited NOAA/NWS eperts, and provides a
unique overview of NWS areer opportunities and operations

WFO Shreveport forecaste Patrick Omundsonral DAPM Marion Kukendall gave & office
tour to a goup of 14 CulScouts and pangs last month. The gup was hle to watch @alloon
release ad toured the opations aea.

WFO Shrevport forecaster Bl Murrell participated in Caree Day at Ruston High School by
presating meterology as a areer to the students. ilBtalked about the NWS msion and
operations

WFO Brownsville DAPM Jm Canpbell, forecaster Cal McEroy, ard HMT Alfredo Vega
gave atour to 24 winter Teans stayg & the Rio RV Rrk last month. Jm gave a pesenttion

on NWS operations and how wather affects life in the viley. He @qve aquick tour of the
National WeatheiServiceWeb site andshowed @ch peson how to acess infomation from
thar nearest Westhe Service Office. Jim enphesizal the importance of NDAA weather radio

and how ach homewnershould own one. Manwf the visitors had aecaver in their RV ad

were familiar with NWS broadcasts. @rl gave aredtime weatherbriefing and showe some of
the produds heuses to prepare his forecasts He answered many questions dout the weather in

eadt individual's hometown. iIn and Alfredo gave atour of the uppeair facility. One lucky
lady then réeasel an old seuwe weathe balloon.
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WFO Brownsville DAPMJim Campbell gavea presentation to 38 students and thfaelitators
from te Junio Leadeship in Brownswlle last morth. The group develops leadership skill's
amongoutstanding hilg school students in the @wnsville aea The meetingwas hé&d at the
Gladys Porter Zoo. Jm talked about the histoyf the WeatheService our locd operdions and
weather thatféects the Vley. Severhstudents approhed Jm afterthe presentation andsked
about internships at the afé.

Jim also g&e an ofice tour tothe Leaership Bownsville goup. The goup consists of up and
coming community leaders represening a variety of public and private sector interests  Jim
provided an overview of NWS operationsto the 40 attendees and the group was treated to a redl-
time weather briefing by SOO Kurt Vanspeybroeck . The group then toured the NWS
Brownsville upper air facility.

WFO San Juan forecaser and maine focal point Soott Stripling recently visited the University
of Puerto Rico marinsciene depament at the Mageyes kland andconducted gresatation.
Dr. Rabin Williams and 18 faculty members and graduate students were briefed on NWS
operations, the marine program and strategic gaals for climate nonitoring.

The WFO vas visited bythreefaaulty menbers from the Univesity of Puerto Rico, Magguez
Campus to see the morning uppe ar radiosonde rdease discuss the onrgoing amaospheric
sdence program, and becomefamiliar with the WFO operations

WFO San dan HMT Jesu§igueroaconductd an office tourfor 30 students of thdose Nearez
Landron Public School from the municiia of Toa Baja.

WFO San dan foecaster Hetor Rivera conducted aone-hourseminar on the ntlaematical
foundaions of Numerical Wedaher Prediction madds for 18 graduate students and faculty
membae's of the University of Pueto Rico Plysics and Chamical Physics Pogram.

WFO Sn dian forecater AndyRoche visied he Univesity of Puerto Ricorstitute for Tropicd
Ecosystem Studgs of the hemistrydepatment to lecture on neorolog and the importarecof
the meteaslogical paametes for dmospheric mesurements sciee ad resardl. As part of
his present#on for eidht graduatestudents and their pfessor, Ady discussed air pollution,
sahaan dust and voleac ash.
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SOUTHERN REGION WORKFORCE TRANSACTIONS
FEBRUARY 1 - 29, 2004

Southern Region L osses

Name From (Office) | Action/Transér From Title/Grade
Frandsco Baea Balleste WFO SJU Retirenent DAPM, GS12
Albert Pietrycha WFO AMA Transfer toCertral Regon Foreaster GS12
Southern Region Gains

Name To (Office) Action/Transér To Title/Grade
ChristgpherJduckins WFO MFL Transfer fromNCEP ITO, GS11
Kristen Hurley WFO BMX New Hire - SCEP Program Forecaster, GS9

Within Region TransfergActions

Nane To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade
JohnWarrelmann WFO JAX Transfer fromWFO LIX PMO, GS-10
Steven Snart WFO CRP Transfer fromWFO OUN HMT, GS-11
Dan Gregoria WFO MFL Transfer fromWFO SJU Meteorologst, GS-12
JustinWeawer WFOLUB Promotionfrom WFOLUB | MIC, GS-14
Steven Cooper SRH RD’s Transfer fromSRH CWWD | DRD, GS-15

Office

16
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