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We have had three recentiansinvolving Southern Region personnel thatantto call attention
to...

Alan Gerard has been namelde new Meteorologist-in-ChargeVFO Jacksonylississippi. Alan
assumethisposition fom JimStefkovich, who is now MIC at WFO ChicagolaA joined the staff
atJackson aasenior forecaster in 1996, and has been the&e@ndOperations Officer there for
the past fouyears. Plese join me in congratulating Alan ¢ims new assignment, and in wishing
Jim well as he assumes new responsibilities in the North.

| would alsolike to tale ths opportunity to introduce and \eeme Mark Hunter to the SRH
AdministrativeManagment Divsion. Mak is our new budget officer. Heins us from outside
the goernmentwhere le has baean acountant. ¢ has deges inboth accounting and lawin
addition, his background in computer applicaticarsd da& base maagemat will be especidly
helpfulas hegoes to wak immediaely with the impementaton of CAMS. Welcane to he NWS
and the Southern Region, Mark.




It is a real pleasut® commendPaul Kirkwood on his selection as the NOAA Empé®yof the
Monthfor August. Paul, formerly ouregioral AWIPS progam managr and nw chief d the SRH
DisseminatiorEnhancemenfeam, was cited for his outstanding ambvative work in developing
andimplemening AWIPS ®ftware, and in particular for the sess of his efforts to enhance the
capabilitiesof the new Weather Event Simulator. &sesult of Paul’'s work, all NWS field offices
will have archive capabilithat will significantly improve the ufidness othe WES for lo@l case
study development and ining. Congratulations, Paul, on this well-deserved neitiog.

The NOAA Employeeof the Month Award rotates among the NOAA loféices ech monthso
anothelNWS emploge will be ecognized in a few months. We all know there araymiaany
dedicatecemployees inthe Southe Regon whoseaccomplishments merit such recognition, so |
encouageall of our offices to respond with nominations when the announcasissted fothe
next National Weather Service NOAA Empémyof the Month.

|FPS

IFPSWeb Site. The SR GFE Text Formatt&€eam has a Web page nowo-tg thefollowing link
to see wh in Souther Regionis workingon which brmattes:
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/msd/textformatterteam.html

Also find some new documents on the main page of\thb site. Elix Navejar (SOO WFO L&
Charles) has provided his forecast methodolgy GFE editing techniques.
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/msd/html/ifps.html

Customer Interface Team Meeting. On July23-24, 202, a numbr of SR feld personnel met
atWFO Memphis with representatives of the user commumityscuss ways to utilize existing or
soon-tobe developd technabgy to sharegriddel fore@ast infomation with intereseéd users
Participatingwere Chris Buonanno (WFGQittle RocK), Jason Burks (WFO Huntsville), Gerry
Rigdonand Greg Garrett (WFO Mwphis) Alan Gerard and Stevedtemaa (WFO Jackson),
StepherParker and David Hotz (WFO MorristowBrad McGavock (WFO Tulsa), Clark $&fd
(WFO Atlanta) and Keth Stellmanand Dawl Weldh (RFC Slidell). Web technologyna
geographicainformaton systemyqGIS) wergust two posible toolsconsideed as viale methods
to share and display tleformation.

CurrentWeb sites and their interactive capabilities were restdyy the participantsUsers shared
theirinformation needs, which were documented] many suggestions were pdorward. Among
concernghat were discussed were potential limitations in the present datartratesfever existing
networls, the need to purchase, obtain accessrtdevelop peded software; and, providing the
necessaryraining for all involved.
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Thegroup will investigate optiorisased on their findings over the coursetefaativetimeline they
agreedo follow. Inclueed in heir timeline are periodic conferencalls and meetings to refine
theirprogress. Lastly, thegroups findings and reemmendabns wergresergd byJason Bls to
the East Continental SMART team MICs on July 25.

IFPS/NDFD Vision Teletraining.  Note in the SD sedbn of this nonth’s Topicsthe daes
when this ¢letraining will ke offered during August.

CLIMATE, WATER AND WEATHER DIVISON

METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES BRANCH

SPACEFLIGHT METEOROLOGY GROUP. Weather -and skillful forecasts - plag major
rolesin both the launch and landing of the shuttle Endeavour on its June mission. ldaamdbee
5the STS-111 mission continued the constructiahefhternaitonal Spae Station.Thismission
alsoserved as a taxicab for tH&S Expedition crewsThe ISS Expedition Four crew, wket a US
recordfor time h spacetal 96 dag, was replacedith the ISS Expedition Five crew. The two-Wkee
mission concluded with the touchdown of Endeavour at EdwardsofRBine 19.

For ISSrendezvas missionspnly a ten-mimite launb window isavailalbe eachday For thdate
May/earlyJune launch dates, the ten-minute launch winféthsluring the late afternoon, a/tared
time for thunderstorms in Florida. Thest launch #gempt on My 30 was scrbbed dueto
thundertorms. Timing of the weather worked out for thexhkaunch date aJune 5.Forecasts were
obviouslycriticd for each launt attempt.

Weatherdid not cooperate for a landing in Florida persistent upper trough over the Gulf moved
little during the three possible landing dayp mid-June and each dagilngs, showes and
thundertormsdeveloped just prior to the mid-morning landing times. A “0beg day thre forced
thelanding to Edwards AFB, whetkeweather was perfect with cleskies and light windsLead
SMG meteortogist fa the STS-11 mission s Rich lafosse.Tim Garner was the assistaead
and Dors Rotzoll waghe leadechniqes devapment urtimeteoréogist.
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MARINE

WFO Jacksonville Marine Outreach. Al Sandrik gavea marinepreserdtion forthe Amela
IslandSailing Cub on July2 with 30 peple in atendance.He discesed NWS manme produats,
datasourcesthe MAREPprogran, new buoy 41012 lotad east of St. AugustindOAA Weather
Radio,and the Web sitesThe talk was about 45 minutes with a fimenute question and answer
period. In addition &LOSH simulation of the 1898 hurricane wasspreed with a brief session
on local hurricane history as it pertains o Amelia Idand. Al also gave a presentation for a
Jacksonvie area HAM/ARES meeting. The topic waghat's New at the Weather Serviceida
he covered enhancements to our sewiasing AWIPS, GFE, NOAAVeathe Radio, and the
Internet.

MVERIFY Presentation. David Eversole, WFO Mobile forecaster amndhor ofthe MVERIFY
program, gave goreserdtion on Julyl9 at NWS lalquartes on his n& MVERIFY progam,
which was viewed bthe Marine Branch, MDland MPC. His presatation ad enthusismwere
well received, and the questions from the paogners and natiohanarine \erification team
membersstretchd the 1 to 1 ¥Yhour preentationinto overtine. The national verification team
membersn the audience wegratefd for the exchangeof ideas, and especiallyanted to find out
moreaboutDavids choice br an "guitableskill/threat scoré' Davewill also be cordinaing with
MPC and MDL on how MVERFY will fit in with the national marine verification program being
dewelopedby MDL.

The new version of MVERIFYincludes tools for improving marine forecastingd adetailed
statisticalanalysis which include®mplete flexibility on selectioof every possible wind, aeand
temporal parameters. Some of the marinecistng aids includanalysis of model parmance
over the last ten model runs and arsadyof all model runs at a seked run time. Forecaster
performancecan be easilgompared with oderved and/or guidance dat&orecaster and model
performancdor pasteventscan be easilperformed with these tools as wellhe new version of
MV ERIFY also includes many new statistical raeges, and includes verification for Hurmnea
ForceWarning,and Trojcal Stormand Huricane Wanings. The statistical measures include, but
arenot limited to, Percent Correct, Equitable Skill Score, Bias Error, Root Mean Squaved Err
MeanVector Error, Mean Aldute Eror, Staadard Deiation of Error, Grreldion Coeffcient,
SkewnesKurtosis, Chi-Squard&lrobabily of Detetion, Fake AlarmRatio, ancCritical Siccess
Index.
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SEVERE WEATHER PREPAREDNESS AND OUTREACH

WFO San Juan Partnerswith SAM’sClub in Hurricane PreparednessExpo. WFO San Juan
WCM Rafael Myjica am fore@aser Andy Roche participated in a multi-partner hurricao
sponsorethy SAM’sClub in Humaae. Hmacaeslocated in the southeast portion of Puerto Rico
where most hurricanes historicaityake landfall. The WFO San Juan diaffed arNWS booth
that was full of hurricane and lightning pices, equipped wh amateur radio equipment, and
stocked with hundreds of safdiyochures and hurricane tkawg charts for public distribution.

Retirement Village Employees Learn About Hurricanes Through PowerPoint. WFO
Brownsvlle DAPM Jim Campbell teamed up with the Harlingen Police Depatttogirovide a
PowerPointurricane prepeednesgreserdtion toover 60employees of thBun Valley Retirement
Vill agein Hallingen. Tle presetation stessed @paraibon for the upcomig hurrcane sason while
the police representative stressed actions to take ivéme @ a natural disaster.

Cub ScoutsLearn About Weather BalloonsfromthePros. WFO Corpa ChristiHMT Steve
Smart provided three local Cub Scouts, Den Motheraanalssista the oppdunity to watch and
learnthe importance of releasing vilear balloongwicedailyinto the &amosphee. The Culscouts
learnechow NWS meterologstsuseinformationobtainedromdelicate instruments aboard altitude
climbingweathe balloors, coupld with a hat of datagathering tools, to produce acate weather
forecasts and warnings relied uponthg public.

WCM Goesto Summer Camp. WFO Nashville WCM Jerry Orchanianopided a weather
presentationo over 40studentsges six to twelve at the Manchester Baynp. Jerrglazzled the
youngstes with a display and explanation of props sushwaeather balloons, radiosondes and
variousother weather instruments. Jeatgo provided the studentsteotough pesentation on
thunderstornhazards sucas tornadoes, lightning, hail and flooding includmigrmation on how

to receive NWS warnings about those hazards via NOA&tker radio.

Southern Region ProvidesMediaTrainingfor Key West. Southern Bgion Headquéters piblic
affairs officer Ron Tumbla providel a trainng semmnar enfiled, "Rad to Sucessful Melia
Interviews"to WFOKey West staff memlos. Severainembers of the WFO Kag/est team, from
the operational to the administrative, participated in role pletyvities and regved advice on
interview preparation for television, radio and published medi&etsar
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EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATION

Nine New StormReady Sites. The StormReady progm continued to grown the Southrn
Regionduring July! WFO Jacksonville reanged three Georgia counties; Atkinson, 8aard
Clinch as StormReady, while WFO Atlantacognized three additional Ge@rgounties; Fulton,
Laurensand Paulding as StormReadtormReady recogion was achieved ke city ofSapulpa,
Oklahomathrough WFO TulsaRinellas Canty, FloridathroughWFO Tampaay, and Mitclell
County, Geora through WFO Tallahassee.

There are now 3iiew StormReady sites in Southern iRagn FY02.

U.S.Virgin Islands Get a Dose of Hurricane Preparedness.  WFOSan Juan MIC Isrh®atos
traveledto St. Croix, US. Virgn Islands, tohelp localgovernment officials and emency
managersinderstad and pla mitigaton stratgies fo the cgastroplic impacts of gotential major
land-fallinghurricane.Hurricane preparednessesurvival of a categorfpur or five were the key
messages parlag to decision makers of the USVI e MIC.

New and Updated Central Alabama Schools to Get “SAFE” Rooms.  WFO Birmingham
recenty collaboated withthe ChiltonCounty, Alabama, Emeegcy Mangement Agenc{EMA)

in a proposal to make schools saf@iscussionbetween the WFO Birmingham and the EMA le
to a letterof proposal to equire ‘Safe Roors” in anynew schol built within the comty and to
consiceer including saferoomsfor gudents inanyolde sclools diring renvations. Thke NWS
“letter of suppot” was sat to the CHton Couny EMA for a formal preentatiorto the Couty
Commission which passed the sde room proposal unanmously.

Annual HurricaneDrill and Workshop in Puerto Rico. WFO SanJuan MIC Israel Matos and
WCM Rafael Mojicaconducted a three hour in-house hurreavorkshop for the nedirector and
sevencabinetmembers of the Puerto Rico Emergendanagement Agency The workshop
providedWFO San Juan the opportunity to discuss its’ tropicaboe plan and operations, describe
hurricaneforecat uncertainties and limitations, arits coodination wth govenment ad media
partners to the new emerggmanagment team of Puerto Rico.

Thenext day WFO San Juan conducted itsuahhurricane drill, in coordiration withthe Puerd
RicoEmergacyManagment, oer a five-dayperiod inearlyJuly. WFO Saduan’s huicanedrill
providedthe rookie emergenanpangement tean berefical exposue andorientaton to NVS
tropical cydone products prior to the peak of the hurricarasse.
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EMsLearn Historical Perspective of Hurricanesover Georgia. WFO Jacksonville forecaster
Al Sandrik provided local emergenoyanagement a historical perspectiviaotifalling hurricanes
affectingthe southastGeorgia coast during thel@entury. To hig the local emergenayanagers
understandaind comprehend the power of wind drivertewaAl provideda moderrday SLOSH
modelsimulationand analysis of how storm serfjom the 19 centurystorms wold have affected
the outheast Georgia mastli ne today.

WFO Searches for Place of Last Resort. WFO KeyWestMIC Matt Strahan, SOO Andrew
Devana, and WCM Jon Rizzo met with Mark Wl Monroe County Shéf's Office General
Counselto disauss the posgbility of usang the County Sherif Administration Building on Stock
Islandas a pesilde refugeof last resort for NWS employgantil the neWwVFO facility is completed
in 2004. The SherifAdministraion Building iscategory5 hurricane compliant, offers computing
netwaking, and has geneal commurcations nfrastucture hat mayenableWFO Key West to
provide Imited opeations inthe evenhthat a mgor huricane theates the integty of the current
temporary WFOQlocated at Keyest International Airport.

MEDIA/PUBLIC/EXTERNAL CUSTOMER SUPPORT

First Hybrid MAREP Training Session Provided by WFO Miami Team. WFO Miami WCM
JimLushine provided his first lyid “MarineReporting” (MAREP) trainingessiondr localsouth
Floridamarnersin sugort d the NWS Marine Program. Th&vo-hour training session, attended
by 50 local mariners and patterned after land-based NWS SkywarnSpoter training, focused on
observingand reporting select marihazardsch as weerspous, downlursts hail and lightning.
The hybrid MAREP training should result in a sificant increasen the reeipt of timely and
accurge marine eportsso WFO Miamwhich shauld result in improvement of that office’s marine
warnings, forecasts and marineifieation.

Oklahoma Highway Patr ol GetsAdvanced Skywarn Training. WFO Oklahoma City /Norman
WCM Rick Smith provided “Advance8kywarn Spotter Traing” to 70cadets who attended the
OklahomaHighwayPatrol (GHP) Traning Aademyin Oklahoma City. The trainingrovided the
cadetyaluable severe weather obseg educain insupport of the NWS severe weather warning
program. This waghe third yeathat “Advanced Skyarn Spotteifraining,” provided byhe local
National Weather Service Office, hacebepart of the official OHP curriculum.

Weather Training for Sudent Marinersin Corpus Chrigi. WFO rpus Chisti forecaster
Tawnya Evans provided a marine safgiyesentation to over 200 international students who
competedn the OptmistRegattaVorld Boding Championship irthe waters o Corpus Christi Bay,
Texas. The purpse of thetrainingwas to preide the tudent mamers an understanding and
appreciatiorior meteorological conditions, such as wind direction anddstiestcould have a direct
effecton thesuccessful piloting of an Optimist (a flat-bottomed sailboat design&iis) in Corpus
Christi Bay.
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MESONET under Development AcrossNorth Alabama. WFOHuntsville SOO Tom Bradshaw
and WCM Tim Troutman began the initial ground work fdevelopmat of a noth Alabana
MESONET. Each of the eleven north Alabama egegicymanagers are in the preseof asking
for fundsto purchase amateur weaher stations in their counties in support of homeland security.
TheNWS, NASA, Lhiversityof Alabama in Huntsille, ard theemergencynanagemermonmmunity
will be cooperative partners involving the use of tbenty weathedata.

WFO Goes Cable. Membersf WFO Keg/ West's maagemat and tebnical stf met with
Monroe County Emegeny Mamgement drector Irere Taner, planrer Jery OCatey and the
Monroe County techraal dvision to dscuss prgrammirg on a ountygovenment-owed cake
channé Channel 16outinely provides local infonation from various local, state and federal
agenciego the public, as well as audio from the WFO NOAA Weather Radimsmitter on
SugarloafKey. Coincident with a cimge in format of the channel tatérret ard Web-based
content, WFO KeWwest plango supplygraphcal andtext information to Maroe Couty's cable
system at freque intervals during periods of hazardous weather.

NOAA WEATHER RADIO

NOAA Weather RadioDay Declaredin Sweetwater, Texas. The weekl\NWR station KWN-37
tonealert test kicked off a speciatommissiomg ceemonyin Sweetvater, Tegas in July County
JudgeTim Fambrough and May Pro-Tem LarryMay wee present to sign a special proclamation
that July 9 would be designated AIOAA Weather Radio Day Sweetwater, Texas amblan
County. Special recognition wagven to emergenaypanager and fire chidérry Huffman ad staff

for utilizing USDA - RuralUtiliti es grant money for fundg the NWR poject. WFOSan Anglo
MIC Buddy Mchtyre and WCM HectdBuerrero weren hand to provide a special press confexenc
on the NWR programthe Voice Improvement Project, and the record number of thwaa that
touched down acros westcentrd Texas ths pastspring.

NWR Expands Across Tennessee and Arkansas. Middle Temesge &pancd itsNWR
broadcat coverage byhe recenthdeployedransmitters at Centerville and LobelvillEhese two
siteswere funded bythe USDA - Rural Utilities grant moneyrough theapplication ofthe
Meriwether Lewis Electric Coopetawve. WFO Nasville MIC Derrel Martin, WCM Jerry
Orchanianand staffwere instrumental in assisting the cooperator iragiicdion pro@ss. This
month also marked the completiori the Fountain Hill, Arkansas NWR thirty dagcceptance
period. This donatedite will continue to srve theresidets of Crosett and Alley countiesn
Arkansa.

CraiglstheTalk of theRegion! Therecent NWR QuarterlReport indicates that most Southern
Regionoffices have completdtie installation of the recent Voiaaprovemensoftware load. The
concatenatethale voiceCraig appears to be the initial favorite for short é&mp-fused wamings.
The survey also sugests a split between the useGvhig and the émalevoice Donnafor more
numerousoutine poducts.
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SEVERE WEATHER WATCH WEB SITE KUDOS. WFO BirminghanMIC Ken Graham
receivedseven phone calls and several peopleagmbred him from his neighborhoaldout the new
Severe Weather Watch on the Southern Region Web site. Belowxaraple.

Justa noteto commend you onoyr improved Web site. The information provided
is extensive but yet eagyough for the genaruser to understand esgciallylike
the"Severe Weather Watch" pagith theanimated radar.also like thehome @ge
mapwith the ountieshighlighted that are under warning. Asuknow, we folks
in the Huntsille area are vey attentiveto the wedter and this site is very
informative.

Keep up the good work.

CWSU FORT WORTH RECEIVESAVIATION SERVICES AWARD. CWSU FortWorth
earnedhe Southern Region Aviation Servica®gram trophfor the 2¢ quarter (April, MayJune).
Thisrecognition was awarded to tB&VSU for sustained superior performance during tstentg
and evaluation period for upgrad® the WARP (Weather and Radar Processatesy.

Of significant notédrom April through June 2002, CWSU Fdvborth served as an instrumental lead
in achieving the FAA'’s nationabgl of displayingVSR-88D radar data at the traffic controller’s
radar console. TIs important testing and evaluation phase came in advah¢he national
deploymenbfthis enhacemento the WARP sstem. Thé&AA rdied heaily upon the Brt Worth
CWSU team to evaluate dnvalidate the WARP sytem softwre andts functonality prior to
national implementation.

CWSU Fort Worth is a finalist fathe national NWSH Aviation Services Brargnarterly svard.
Congraulations b the CWSU st MIC Tom Amis, Jams Ott, Dog Reno ad CharlieHayes.

The next awardperiod is July through September 2002.fic@6 should be logging sigicant

accompkhmentdn the aviation prograrfor consiceraton for thenextSouthern Region Aviation
Services Award trophy

HYDROLOGIC SERVICESBRANCH

AHPS BROCHURE. An Advanced Hgrologic Prediction Services(AHPS) brochure is now
availalte at the National Logistics and Sup@enter (NLSC) in Kasas City We encourageoy

to order tlese brobures fo your office soyou can distribute them t@yr customers as partybur
office educational outreach activities. Please use one abltbesing numbers when orderirtge
brochure.

NSN (NWS0-20-650-0001) or ASN (YPA-200258)
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SITE-SPECIFIC MODEL TELETRAINING. The NWSH Cice of Service (OCCWS)
Hydrologic Services Division, in collaboration thi the NWS Taining (nter, pans to bgin
teletrainingsession®nthe WFO AWPS site-spafic mocdel in August. We will povide you with
additional information on these sessions as we receive it from NWSH.

WFO AHPSWEB PAGE IMPLEMENTATION. Advanced Hgrologic Predidbn Services
(AHPS) are new information and products provided thtotige infusionof new scence and
technology. These services improve flood wangs and water resouraaécasts to meet diverse and
changing customer/partneeeds.

SouthernRegion las begn configuring, esting,and evluatingthe WFO AHPSWeb page. The
mainconcept of this projeds tocreatea coheent AHPS pesentabn acres all of tie regons. This
includesa ommon look and feel, a unif orm diredory orgarzation andseamlesgavigdion. All
staticAHPS graphics will be consistent and all AHPS pagéave thesame baseline structure.
Thethree beta test sites, WFOs Austin/3aronio, Little Rockand Lubbock have artget date of
thefirst quarter of FY02 for completion of thestng. The latest version of the WFO AHPS Web
page isavailalte at: http://www.crh.noaa.gov/cgi_bin/ahps.cgi?dvn

PRECIPITATIONIN CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN TEXAS. Week-long torrential rains that
beganJune 29 totaled as much as &&in parts 6south-entral Texasjn particdar the exas Hill
County northwest of San Atonio. WFQ San Anglo, Austn/San Antaio, Corps Christi,
Houstam/Galveson, Fort Worth and Brownsville provided multi-tiered support to the emesge
managemerdommunitythrouglout the eent, bri¢ing local emergncymanagment coodinators
mediaoutlets, andhe general public on the weatlagd river conditions to be expectethis vital
weaher informaton enabdd localemergncy manages to makethe best mergecy respnse
decisions possible.

During the eent the SRH Region Regional Operabns Center was a round-the-clock one-stop
sourcefor weather information to organizations sashFEMA, Texas Department of Emergency
Managemat, and the Red Cross. The ROC consolidated information from theab&VEQOs
involved, along with the Fort Worth RFC to pride a cohesive message to il and national
interess so they could makenportant decisions concerning manpowad aesource allocation.
Furtherinformation about the floods which followed these tremendous rains caute &t the
following Web pags:

WFO Corps Christi:http://www.srh.noaa.gov/crp/hydrology/flood_2002/July/default.html
West Gulf RE: http://www.sh.noaa.@v/wgrfcjuly02/july_floodshtm

The NWS Hylrologic Informatian Center:
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/oh/hic/current/TX.July_2002.shtml

In addition, the fdlowing Web pageprovides preliminary da from the USGS about the peak stages
and dischrgeghat ocarred inthe varous riverbasins in guth-cetral Texas:http://tx.usgs.gov
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SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

TECHNICAL ATTACHMENT. This month we are re-running tteeh attachmerity Mark Fox
and Steve Fano \WFO FortWorth) whch appared Ist month in tuncatedorm.

NEW PAPERS. Congratulations to authors Tim Troutman (WCM WFO Huntsville), Larry
Vanrozzi (MIC WFO Lubbock) andlohn Fleming (Florida Division of Emergendanagment)

for their paper titled, “Thenhportarce of Educatig the Pulr Regading NOAA Weatler Radio
Receptionand Placement Within a Structure,” which was publisimethe latesissue of the
National WWeather Dgest

The following new Southern Region Technical Memadahave ben recatly distributel to all
offices:

NWS SR-218A GIS Flood Inundation Map Based on a Dynama/&/(FLDWAV)
Simulationof the October, 1998 Flood on the Lower GuadalupeRiTexa, by
Michael Shultz (West Gulf River Forecast Center).

NWS SR-219A RiverFlood Climatology of the Arkansas aRed River Basindy
John Schmidt and James Paul (Arkansas-Red Basin River Forecast Center).

NWS SR-220 A Categorical Flod Forecas Verificdion Syste for Soutkrn
RegionRFC RiverForecass, by Robert CorbyWest Gulf River Forecast Center)
and William Lawrence (Aansas-Red Basin River Forecast Cgnter

TELETRAINING IN AUGUST. Below are VSIT teletraining sessions scheduler the
remaindeof thismonth as part dhe Integreed Sensor Training Professional Development Series
(ISTPDS). VISIT is the Virtual Institute foBatellite Integration Tming. Offices can ragter for
thesesessions by sending email tovisit@comet.ucar.eduro access tte teldraining cakendar go

to

http://www.dra.colodate.ediramm/vist/ecal.asp.

- Lightning Meteorology Il(advanced) August 22

- Lightning Meteorology I(intermediate) August 21

- Cyclogenesis: Analysis utilizing Geostationary Satellite
Imagery(basic) August 27

- Subtropi@al CycloneAnalysis wth Satellie Data(basic) August 20
- Experinental Satkite Derived Tropial Rainfall

Potential - TraP(basic) August 28
- Mesoscale Analysis of Convectiveather Using
GOES RS@Onagery(basic) August 29
Also - IFPS/NDFD Vision August 20, 26
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Thenew session abovB8ubtropi@al Cyclone Andysis with Stellite Daa, was developed biray
Zehr(NESDIS Regional and/iesoscale Meteorologgranch - RAMM) with assistance from Dan
Lindsey and JohnKnaff (CIRA), Mark DeMaria (RAMM), Jack B&an and Jiann-Gwo Jing
(NCEP/TPChand Brian Motta (NWS/OCWWS)This session coveislantic subtropical cylone
climatolagy, subtropical cyclone intensity analysis usng satellite imagery, amd
scatteometer/nicrowawe satellie winds.

ForecasterbBave shown tremendous interest and support foSfheDS and/ISIT progams,and
you are encourageid contactvisit@comet.ucar.edifi you areinterested in a session that has not
been doa recatly. Theywill try to meet pur reqest.

NCEP SOOs. There have been afew changesrecently, so below we provide a list of the Science
andOperation®fficersat the NCIP centes. Thesendividuds can povide impatant links for ther
countepartsin theWFOs(and DOHSs at the RFCs) on matters related to the natiom&rseand
vice-versa.

Joe Sienkiewicz Marine Prediction Center
Pete Manousos Hydrometeaological Prediction Center

Rick Knabb Tropical Prediction Center
Steve Weis Storm Prediction Center
Fred Mosher Aviation Weather Center

HURRICANE GUIDANCE MODEL TRAINING. Berrmard Meisne (SSD) has recorded
teletrainingsessionsaveringthe varous huricane track and intensityuidance models used by
NHC. Theyare avdable at http://www.sh.noaa.@v/ssd/TketrainingHurricanes/ The sessions
can be downloaded and plegt on a omputer,and inclde an acompaning naration wih
annotatbns. Just follow the instructions on the Web page. Additiseakionsoverirg ensenbles,
thespatial vaation ofmodel erors, aul tropica cyclone obsrvatia tools will ke addedater ths
month.

GOV ONLINE LEARNING CENTER PROVIDESFREE E-TRAINING COURSES. The
Office of Pesonnel Management (OPM) hasatexl a new Web site offering &renline training
coursedor federal emploges. The OPM calls the creation of the @mline LearningCenter “the
first phase of the President's Managat Agenda e-Trainingitiative.”

Courseofferings rangerbm communication and customszrvice, leadership, and maeatent for

the diverse workforce, to Microsoft Offe 2000. Course lengths vargome courses can be
completed in as little as two hours, while others ma&g eight hours to complete.
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The Gov OnlineLeaning Center isdesigned as a virtual building tHaduses free training courses
and knowledge resoues in eachof its roons. Visit http://www.golearn.govfor registration
information.

By the way, the W/S Learning Maagement Sstem, scheduled for access later tleigrywill be
locatedon the third floor of the NOAABuilding (http://e-learning.noaa.goybn this same virtual
e-learning campust Wwill have a similar user interface.

COASTAL STORMS INITIATIVE BUOY LAUNCHED. A new weather buqgyfunded
through NOAA's Coastal Storms Initiative, was demdyon June 25, near thegedf the Guf
StreamA2 miles east of St. Augustinélorida The buoy, identifiedsa41012, joins two similar
buoys off Florida's Alantic Cast. The boy will give NWS meteaslogistsin Jacksowmille more
informationto develp bettermarine veatherforecats, as wie as givirg oceanographge and
biologists improved data on water movements below the surface

Databuoys collect ra-time observations of wind speed, wave heights, ananasea surface
temperéures.Buoy 41012 also ports the water's salt content, a first for NDBuoys. bng-term
salinitymeasurements help scientists monifoangs in the nderwaer eceytem,includingfish
andplant life. The new buoy real-time weather observations will be posted underRbeent
Data" secion of the NDBC Web site. The latest observations also are avatlatdagh the
Dial-a-Buoysystem, (228) 688-1948.

Thenew buoy, laurteed by the NDE and thdJ.S. CoasGuard, will give a vertical profile of ean
currentmeaswvemens ushg an Acousic Doppler Current Profiler, which operates much like a
Dopplerweather radar. The profileends sound waves irfférent dire¢ions toward the ocean
floor, and helps dict shifs in ocea currats.

TheCoastal Stansinitiative, @ministeed byNOAA's NationhOceanService isresponsible for
awide range of activities in the Jacksonville areeluding improved measurements of the depths
and currents of the St. Johns River.

ADDITIONOFCLIMATOLOGY TOMRFMOS(MEX) MESSAGES. Since 1200 UTC on
July 30, climaic normas for themax/min tempetureand prolbility of pregpitation PoP)have
beenincludedin the MRFMOS MEX mesages. These viaes ae thesame climatic nomals
includedin the obsolete MRF MOS FOX messaged are not available for all stations. Unither
columnlabeled "CLIM O," the "X/N;" "P12;" and 'P24" lines for somestations Wl now cortain
climatic normals wlid durirg the 96- 120 h paod, whid is appraimatelythe mid-pint of the
projectionsincludedin the MEX message. The normal min and max temperatwdsaaed on
30-yeamormals (1961-1990) provided B\CDC. The normal observed relative frequiesof 0.01
inches or more of precipitation were computexhfrl3 years of da (Octoberl 972 toSeptember
1985), and are documented in NOAA TeclhhReport NWS 39.
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Pleasenote thatho date ggarator(]) is placedbetwea the last drecas date andhe "CLUMO"
columnsand that each climatic normal can be up to tdrgigswide. Missing values are indicated
by 999, andfibothmax/min or both 12-h PoP valuage missig, theCLIMO column wil contain
999999. For futher infamation se the MRF MOS Techical Procedues Bulletin at
http://www.ws.noaa.ga/om/tpbA60.htm

FORECASTERVISIT TOSTORM PREDICTION CENTER. As part othe NCEP/SPQdld
visitation progran, WFO Mellwurne srior forecaste Scott Kdly travela to SPC in July Scott
presenteé seminar on severe weather in tlegiéfa peninsula, with aamphasisn the chalenge

of forecating aml warnirg for sunmertime plsesevere convection. He also discussed thed@ha

of the easnd westoast sea breezes as thelgte to the locatioaf the subtropical ridge axis and
different thermognamic profies. Scott describedloud to ground lightning as the primdhyeat

to life duringthesummer and gave examples of enhancedcss to the public, such as the WFO'’s
ExcessivelLightning Alets and the Guzhical Hazardous Weather Outlook. The seminar was
attendedby severaSPC forecasters and the center’s techniqueslamwent staff, bong with
membersof NSSL’s Mesoscale Applications Group. Digrhis visit Scott participateth SPC
operationsand inteacted or-on-om with forecasters to discuss WFO-SPC interaction and
coordinaion issues

Such visits are always mutualdgneficialfor the national center staff and ourdoasters. Along
with NCEP’s support the Southern Region will continue to encourage and tsuisgisrby our
forecasters to the NCEP centers - and-vieesa - when resourcekoav.

HAVE QUESTIONSABOUT NCEP MODELS- GET ANSWERS. Online newsgroups were
launchecearlierthis year toenhane commurgation anong fidd foreasters ad those eNCEP -
particulary the Environmental Modeling Center (EMC). The nawsgs are run bCOMET &
part of the overall NWS training in the area of nuoaweather prediction.

Previoudy, forecasters and SOOs with questions or concerns aboutGB® [Eta and Global
Fore@astSysem modelsvould sed email toEMC, promping EMC torespondd that indivdual;
andfield notification of model changes ocoedonly thraughestablished model change notification
procedues.The newsgroups now provide an opemforwhere evegnecan see and benefit from
the quesons and aswersand whee model dficulties and ENL develoment efbrts toaddress
themcan be scussed For exaple, six weks befoe the Jun&9 emergncyfix to the Etamodel,

a message was posted explaining the problentaheitionsunder which the model made a poor
forecat,and how to identifyhose situations arabrrect for it. This was followed three vksdater

by an explanation afxperimets undenayto fix the problem and an approximate time frame for
the testsd be compmted andhe fix to beome opeationd.
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StephenJascourt and Bill Bua monitor the Eta and GFS newsgroappectively, mviding
informationand researching questions. Botemployed b OMETbut assigned to NCEP so that
theycan inteact diectlywith the NWP model deglopers In effect, Steven and Bill work for our
forecaters,and they ermurageNWS forecaters to miee use otheir asstance not onlyto ask
generalquesions aboutthe malels, but ako to bring cases okither exceptionally @pd or poor
modelperformancéo their &tention. heywill invegigatethe cases and when appropriate tgve
Web-basedrainingon foreast issueglentified in those ases.Questionsire adoessed siquickly
as possible -- often by the xeday -- althoup follow-up cevelopmet into traning caes will
typically take longer.

The newsgroups can be viewed omn a link on the COMET Webpage
http://meted.ucar.edu/nwp/newsgroupghich will invoke the Web brower’s enail progam.
Messageare read and new mesesagostetike email; however, thego not get mixed with regular
email. This Web page also has a link to complete instructions for subscribing tavtgmeos.

Cases that have been dewged into Web-based training can be fourdat
http://meted.ucar.edu/nwp/pcu3/casegh more being addesh a continuing basis. These include
bothcases lmught to lhe attetion of Stgphen andill bythe field and cases that thegve identified
on their own.

NAS DISPERSION MODELING WORKSHOP. On July 22-23, Jack SettelmaigsSD)
representethe Southern Regioat a Nanal Acalemyof Scienes workbop entitlel "Toolsfor
Tracking Chemical/Biological/Nuclear (CBNIRelease in the Atmosphere: Implications for
HomelandSecurity." Hld at the NAS' Erik Jonsson Center in Woods Holas$Achustts, this
workshopwas hoste bythe Boad on Atmogheric Sences ad ClimateBASC),which isone of
manyboards of the National Academie€Bhe meetinggoal wa to investjate vays for paticipants
to contribue to the federal government initiatives related to cauteeorism and homeland
security More alout BASC an be foud at:
http://www?7.nationalacademies.org/basc/Homeland%20Security.html

Many individuds from diverse bekgraunds paitipated in the meeting, all with potential
contributionso make toward the goal of the workshdter overview presentationgere shared,
participantswere askd to join inbreakoti groupsto conside more indepth oneof threemain
topics;1) atmospheric transport and dispersion modeling, 2) olisersand data assimilation for

the atmospheric transport and dispersion studiad, 3 theinformation needs of emergency
first-respondes. The final day of the waokshop dbwed fa sharig of the breakoti groups
recomnendationswith the BASC. These recommendations will be considered as input for a
subsequet NAS rejort.
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SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION

SYSTEMS INTEGRATION BRANCH

AWIPS. Eric Howieson from WFO Tulsa will be reporting to SRH in late usigs the new
AWIPS program manay for Southern Region.

Lastmonthwe completed the next step in tR&/IPS migration to a inux-based system with the
installationof the Pre-Processors PX1 and PX2lenSRH systenBeta testing will be performed
thismonth on these new systems. We will alspédoming algha testingpn the AWPSarchiver
systemwhich will be instdled ealy this month. PauKirkwood will be setting up and testing the
softwae in coodination wth NWS Heaquartes.

IT. Late this month we successfully downlcaded theSSL Sever Cerificate from NWSH. This
certificatewas installed and initialized on theessagingerver This impovementm secuty will
allow users a secure SSL Indor messages via theternet. Currently ezhave both the SSL port
andthe original http port 80 turned oim the future we will onlgupport the securdtps for enalil
logons from outside the network.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS. The newHuntsville WFO pojectis moving along. A dange
orderwas approved to facilitate the installation of the conduit andsadoe the comunications
serviceso the offce. h the commg weés, the loal teleommuni@tions arrier will install the
cablingto the office telco room demarc andiaate servicdor the téephone gsiem. MClis also
awaitinginstallation of facilities at theew locationin orderto install tle new fame relg drcuits
for the regional WAN and AWIPSRequest for bids to install the telephone system araignof
thephonesets and data wiring will lmubmitted son. Hopéully the telepone sgtem andiccuits
installations for the WAN and AWIPS will be completed this month.

We continue to worlon orders for NWR circuits installations. Some of the installations have been
delayedue to building deliverissues and lease problems. Theséeaireg worked obythe NVR
program manager.

Representativefsom the NVS accounteam of MCI visited SRHastmonth to discuss the current
statusof the canpanyin light ofits recent bankruptcling. The briefing was verinformative and
we were assured there would be nordégtion of services during the periodrebrganzaion at
WorldCom. We also discussdillling issues, rgional nventores,and new services being aféel
on the F 52001 con&ct.
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Laterthis month a video teleconference is scheduled with, M@IS Headquarters and the other
regionsto review progress and update status on the billing issuesradits receged fromMCI
recenly. The flat file training received in June has allowedearer understanding tdie MQ
billing process andvhere tle credis are psted and bw to reoncile ad verily invoicingissues
We continue to monitor and review these issues to insure wetareggvhat we are payg for.

NOAA is almost done with the hierarclopde changes for ISRO01 acounting. Oncethis is
completejt will allow us toreconcile chargesd credits back to each particular ciitoor service.
It will definitely enhane our ality to trackchargs agmst thesecircuits andallow us to more
easily reoncile disputes.

UPPER AIR. ObtainingAzimuth andelevation drive asembliess becomig more dficult.

NLSCs inventory of motors for thesmits is at a zero balance and the expected replatg e
not scheduled to arrive until August 30. On two occasibizsmonth v wereable toobtain pas

from the NWSTC wb canniblized theirtrainingsysemto assist our ield offices. We geatly
apprea@tesuch supprt from hie Trainng Cenér. Eveyone involhed is workng had toresolvehis
issue, but we may Wee faced with an extended outage of thistay in the future.

NWR. Three new NWR sites were installed last moftbuntairHill, Arkansas, an€entervie
andLobelville, Tennessee. obntain Hill and Lobelville have been fitted with @no 1000 watt
transmittes,andCentervile houses a 300 watt Crown transmitter. Major NWR improvements have
beencompleted in Mississippi. Buddackson, Bse Hill, and Inverness, Mississippi, have had
transmitterpower ircreass, in addibn to remirs on the coaxcablingand antenas. Thee
improvemats to the transmitters antbwers in Missisgppi will greaty improve tre NWR
performance and coveya for the Jackson CWA.

EMRS. Last month Steve Baker, Southern iBed=lectronics Program Mager,attended the
EMRSEnhancment Confeence.The teanconversed on EMRS sstemimprovements, betterways

to do business, and plamg for future expansion and implementation. Overall, the trip was
worthwhie and shold resut in improvel operabns.

OBSERVATIONS AND FACILITIESBRANCH

ASOS AUGMENTATION/BACKUP DUTY RESPONSIBILITY TRANSFER. SRH
continuego work with local WFOs and tHeAA regiongo implement the October 1, 2002, transfer
of ASOS aumentatiorbackup dties at si Service level C aiports thahave cdocatal WFOs.

UPPER AIR RANKINGS. Ladg month, 18 of the 23 Southern Region upper air sites received

scoresabove the national average. WE&ke Charles has thedidwelve-month eerag in tre
nation with a score of 296.65 (300 is perfect).
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ROOF-TOPUPPERAIRATWFOTALLAHASSEE. The WFO Tallahassee wgair program
startedflying bdloons from the new rooftop location on the FSU camgdu3000UTC on July 1.
Initial results indicate thesgtre achieving excellent heightsdadata.

COMPLETION OF IHOP 2002 PROJECT. WFOs Albuquerque, Amarillo, Fort Worth,
Midland, Norman, and Shreport completed 230 special upper air observations in support of the
Internationd H,O Project (IHOP) whichreded on June 25.

NASA CRYSTAL-FACE SPECIAL PROJECT. The NASA-led Cirrus Regional Study

Tropical Anvils andLayers -Florida Area Cirrus Experiment (CRYSTALAEE) began on duly 3

acrossSouth Florida.Three WBs (Tamp, Miami, aad KeyWest) supprted NASA on this project
with specialupper ai sounding betwer July3 thru July30. On Speial Intensive Expement

Days, two additonal speial soundngs wee taken. At the sare time SR/SOD ha workedwith

NASA to install pecial local DaaManage(LDM) computes at eah of theWFOs. Thd.DM is

usedto route WSRB8D basealata in eal-timefrom the NEXRAD Base DateDistribution System,
through NCDC and on to NASA via the Intet.

RSOISUPDATE. NWSH has rquestedhat deliveryof RSOBE be delagd until aproblem vith
thebase st#gon datadisplayunit is corected Until corected\NWSH will notship anyRSOIS mits
to any new stations. Theigrity now is gettinghe existing RSOIS units in the field reea as
soonas possible. Several of the RSOIS Phiesiéelsin SR are preparinthpeir site for a tover to
install RSOIS, including installation of a concrete paith wower.

TRAINING UPDATE. Due to tranfers and retirments of tvo HMTs and a DRM at WFO
Norman,a requst was maddo Saithen Regim to train new stdf personnel on conpleting a
theodoite comparative. Al Abernathyhe SR upper air focal point, was able to train five staff
memberon theodolite comparisonsasgll as techniques on leveling and settinghgtheodolite.

HOUSTON/GALVESTONPROJECT. Galvestm Countyisinthe pocess odcquirng progrty
adjacento the exsting Office of Emagency Mangementbuilding. Plansto award a construction
contractfor the GlvestonCountyEmergacy Managment ad Communictons Cente(EMCC)
arenow expected bhate Féruary2003. tis plannd for thisnew facility, &pected to open in May
2004,to also housthe WFO Haston offce. Thecountywould be slely respondile for dl
constructiorcosts asxiatedwith the nev EMCC. Uneér a leae-free agrement, tk NWS would
provide the existing WFO Houston buil ding to Gavegon County.
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WFO TULSA. Over the last several months thelsSa WFGRFC has experienced an above
normalamount of computerequipmenfailures which ircludes powesupplies, disk drives and
CRTs. Most of these failures occur during or immediatefter the relocationfoequipnent,
furniture, or installing new data cables. Previous cdivecactions includeorrecting grounding
deficienciesat the generator, closeiyionitoring the ectrial power and tidgiteningall loose
electrical connections in the operations and equipment room. A fourth site inspection deveale
groundingdeficiencies asociatel with the aisal computerbor. Next month SRH will begin a
procedureto improve grouding of te raised floor tiles and improve the electrical distribution
wiring.

INTERACTIVE VOICE ROSA. MASC has rieaseddr bidthe development of the Intetave
Voice ROSA datecollecton system whit will repace theexisting PCROSA currently used to
collectnear realtime data from the volunteer obsegy sites. The system will beery similar to
thosecommonlyused at banks around the countihe computer will ask the observer for the
variousdata vales and ta obserer will enter thenformation using the telephone kagd. Current
planscall for testingto beginby the end ofthis fisca year with the system operationafor SR
observerdby the end of theatendar gar. When used in conjunction with theernet-lased
WxCoderll software being developdry Central Reign, all observers will bable to provide the
NWS with higher quality data in a neuser friendlyfashion.

FISCHER-PORTER DATA RESCUE. Two Fister Porteupgrales wee done reentlyin SR
atWFO Melbourne and at a Coop site in WFO 3aan’s area. These units are part oQh&E

of the data rescuits. This will allow the NWS the ability to test the electronic movementaitaf
and eliminate theexisting unch tape Two addional unts will be irstalled oer the ngt few

months at WFO Fort Worth and WFO Nashville.

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND SAFETY.The NOAA Self-Inspetion safdy survey
hasbeen underwalyy the ECS focal points al WFOsRFCs, SRH, SI@ and theéOklahomeCity
FAA facility. The sirvey was created bNOAA SafetyManagement and mdye used for the
identification of uinding br future safef improvemens at NWS andNOAA facilities.

SRfacility engneeringtechnicans wee providel with porible mortiors to mesure theCQ, levels
attheir respective offices per EHES requiremets for indor air quality. A high GO, level may
indicatethe outdoor air dampers of the HVAgstem are not allowirgnadequee intakeof fresh
air, which is an earlgign of “sick building sgdrome.”

The acess gatat the Miami WSR-88D RDA location was moved approximately 100 feay a
fromthe pavement to prevent NWS emplegéom having to stop on the street ptaoopening the
gate. The parkedjovenment-owed vehite was a hzard to th emploges anda other méorists
on the six lane access road.

19 Southern Topics 08/2002



Bids are leing solidted for bdtery-poweaed, lighted \ests hat icentify the wareras anNWS
employeeon both frontand back. These vests can be wayrtNWS staff respondin post-storm
assessmsas well as emplogs who have a ne¢albeidentified during low light conditions, such
as accssing rver gaiges orhighwa bridges.

The NWS national noise survey beiognducted by th&.S. Public Health Service shdutave
completedthe first phasean Fort Worth lsst month bfore mowng to Albuquerge. Noise
measurmentsat DFW Airport and Dallas Lovéield weredeemed to be compromisky rain and
will beredonein late Juy.

NOAA ECS ASSESSMENT VISITS. NOAA Environmenal Compliarce and Saty (ECS)
contractinspectors from E2M Compamong wth NOAA personnekvisited sk SRoffices in mid-
Julyto determine NWS compliance with EPA and OSHA regulatiéfiger a pre-asessmeivisit
by SR personel, only minor discrepanes were noted. Formal findings will peovided to NOAA
and NWS bye2M within twvo weels.

MASC ECSASSISTANCE VISITS. MASC EnvironmentaCompliance an&afety inspectors
Mark George and Rhonda Carpenter visited SR sites this spring to also insp€t$foompliance

in a less formal method than the NOAA team. Four siteg wisited, with the inspectors
commendingVFO Morristown for thenost successful implementationtbé NWS program seen
to date.

KEY WEST 15% DESIGN REVIEW. The Key We$15% dcesignreview was held irkey West
in a meeting which included architectuend engineering persorineom NWSH, SRH, and
NOAA-CASC,as wellas the local Monroe County ErgencyManagement Authority The most
recentsite planand spafications weregrovidedand commetswere given bWNWS personnedn
the various design features. The most notable items includest @cor by théA&E contractor
which places the project over the specified lrtdglong with an action item for SRbl perfom
dimensionabnalyes for tke upper & balloon flight characteristics and upgér antenna limiting
angle studies. The next design review is the 35% dtafge held in September.

SOUTHERN REGION RDA HVAC REPLACEMENTS. Six RDA sites were selected for
HVAC replacement of the Bard aiorditioning wnits based on age and mechanical reliability.
These uits are bang repaced vith idential Bard5-ton unis suppliedvith the RDA sheltes.

KEESLER AFB WSR-88D RELOCATION. SRH has identified two viable locations at which

the KeeslerWSR-88D ca be reloated inBrandm, Missisgppi. MASC is currently awieing
response to their Shcitation for Offers fran the two ladownes.
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OPEN RPG BUILD 20 TEST SITES. On the week of July 22, WFO Aniléw, in conjunction
with Radar Operations Center personnel, sucalygsfpgraled their RPG to Build 2.0WFO
Atlantawill do thesame on th week 6July 29. Both hese OT&Ss are pecurses to futue
nationaldeployment. This upgde means that eadO can ow incresetheir RPS list up to 65
productghroughthe implenentationof the TCPIP intefaceto AWIPS.

ASOS SENSOR RELOCATIONS. Site surveys have &e completed with the FAAnd local
airport officials for the ASOS Combined Sensor Gragtocatons at Talahasee andCollege
Station. The airport has alreadglectedhe contractor for the Tallahassee mov@evFAA Form
7460 approval is pending. A Request for Proptisablicit bidders for the College Statiorove
has been let by tHeAA Southwest Region.

WFO HUNTSVILLE RADAR COVERAGE. In conjunction with the ROC, SRH has created
animplementation plan for WSR-88fadar coverage in Huntsville for thew&VFO Huntsville.
Narrowband phone lines will be placeby the end oSeptembeto the RPG forColumbis AFB,
aswell as W Birmingham to acess dtafrom the H-Top, Alakama ORPG.The ROC wil
install an ORPG wh Build 20 loaded m early Januarycoincident with theinstdlation of a
wideband T-1 line directljrom the Hy-DBp WSR-88D to WFO Huntsville.

ASOSCOMMUNICATIONS TRANSFER. Various ®rviceLevd A and Bairports with the
Integraed Terminal Weather SystemT{lVS) installedarechangng ther method 6longline data
disseminatiorirom the NWS AWIPS to the FAADAS. Thiswill save the NWS communications
costssince a dedicated dial-out phone line will no longendedd at the A®S ACU. Athnta
Hartsfeld Airport was schedled to betransfered on Ju 31, and Oklaoma CityWill Rogers
Airport is scheduled for August 14. Ten additional sites aredslatdater in 2002.

ASOSPROCESSOR UPGRADE AND PLANNED PRODUCT IMPROVEMENT. Several
SRH sites continu¢o participate in the new ASOS processor upgrafeer a briefhiatus dueo
persistenfproblems with lokups and wan starts it is hopel that a n& Watchdg Timer will
alleviate the lockuproblem. The new Dew Point Replacement Sewsasrsuccessfullystalled
at Mobile. Two sites have been identified to participate in themptg IceFree Wind Sensor
OT&E.
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ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGEMENT DIVISION

NEW MASCWEB PAGE. MASC has announced an addition to their Wibwhich shows the
primarycontact(s) byunctional topic or activity fotheMASC Divisions and affiliate offices (such
asthe Mountain Region Securi@ffice andDOC Boular Labs polie). Thenew Web pge also
providesaccess to information for manythe MASC functional topics or activities. Cliok the

topic link to real more about it or to find additional links. Phone numbers for each contact are
shown or you can click on a contact name to sed an emi& The page is at
http://www.masmoaa.gov/masc/masc_contacts.htarl it canalso be eachedrom the MASC

home page byglicking on the “Contacts” link.

DIVERSITY/EEO AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

WFO BIRMINGHAM. Ever call one of the peskgice mail systems ontyp get frustrated and
hangup? WFO Birmingham put a tedogetheto tacke thisvery issue. This teanffert resulted
in a frierdly phone sgtem with asyaccesso staff and weather information. Added wervoice
recoraed foreast, md box extensias for theentire saff, ard severkfriendly voices.

The WFO conducted a regulahéartbeat” reging on Juy 10. They tryto meet at least once a
monthto discuss issuesd most importantly, find solutions. The heartibeaétings desiged to
fostercommunications among evenein the ofice. Fior to the neeting, DAPM David Wilfing,
senior brecater Patrcia Hat, andforecaster Mark inhares cooked hot dogs and hamleusdgor
theentire staff. For those unable to attémelmeting, this group was kird enowhto make “to-go”
plates. Sounds like a productivet fien time!

WFO BROWNSVILLE. Sixteen stuehts andrteir prdessor,Dr. Ravi Nandigam, from the
PhysicalScience Departmenttiie Univesity of Texas aBrownille, toured the dice lag month.
DAPM Jim Canpbell cordinated the tour after meeting Dr. idigam at a Career Faat the
universty in June.Jim made a PowerPoint presentation on office operatiotishowed them the
proceduredor releasing a weathéalloon. WCM Jesus Haro gave a real-time hedtriefing,
descriling forecast ppcedurs and thedols usedd crea¢ a foreast.

Jim Camplell andHMT Alfredo Vega @ve hurricane prepaiteess presentations for 70 migrant
studentand theiparentsas part of th&MART program at Perkins Middle School. Jim reviewed
the past three hurricane seasons and tHé&ctEs on the lower Rio Grale Valky, as wk as
hurricane hazards and the outlook for the upcomingdaune season.

WCM Jesus Haro and student volunteer Margarita Salgadea presetation to he Brownsville
Lion's Clubthat dealt with tropicatyclone peparedness and the Atlantic Basin outlook for 2002.
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WFO SANANGELO. MIC BuddyMclntyre and WCMHector Guerrero provideadmotivational
andinteractive careataytalk to hidgh school stdents aAngeloStateUniversity. This progam was
sponsoredy the Anglo State University Plsics Department. The doaf this progam was @
encouagestudents to pursue careers in the math and scie@oesof tle studergvolunteered and
gave a mock TV weathéroadcast in front of her peers. About 50 students iwexgendance.

WFO SHREVEPORT. Met internslason Hansford and Bruce Sherdongcaster Bill Parker,
andSOO Ke Falk wereall instrunental in lelping Ghristy Hopkins, asciencdeachefrom Elm
GroveMiddle School. Christy spent 4urs at the WFO becoming familiar with thgeratons.
Shespent most of her time working in the public service unit, but also spent soeledrning
aboutforecast operations. Chrigilans to teach a week of meteorolégll of the science classes
at her midle schob

ForecasteMary Keiser gve a tk to the Volunieers ofAmericaThe Lighthoug in Shreveport on
the operations of NWS, as well as safatles, NOAA Weather &lio, uger air, severe weather,
and how tayet wather iformatian using tle Internet.

NAACPOLYMPICSOF THE MIND. SpaceflighMeteorologyGroup MIC Frank Body and
WFO Houston MIC Bill Read were scieefair judges in the plsjcs categorgt the anual NAACP
Afro-Academic,Cultural, Technological and Scientific @fpics (ACT-SO). ACT-SO is a ge
long enrichnent progam desiged torecrut, stmulate, mprove and enouragehigh academic and
culturalachievement among Africadmerican studentsThescience fair took place in Houston on
July 5. In addtion to judging the sciene fair entrants,Frank povided nput on wothwhile
candidates to be considered for a saefamiliarization trip on the new NOAA Shipon Brown.

SOUTHERN REGION WORKFORCE TRANSACTIONS
July 1-31, 2002

Southern Region L osses

Name From (Office) | Action/Transfer From Title/Grade
John Dove WFO MLB Retirement El Tech, GS-11
Donna Cayton WFO HSV Transfer to AR Met Tech, GS-8

Doug Cramer WFO JAN Transfe to CR Met Intern, GS-7
Gautam Sood SRH SOD Transfe to NWSH Student Trainee, GS-5
Mary Goessling WFO SJT Death ASA, GS-7

Grady Svoboda WFO ABQ Retirement DAPM, GS-12
Norman Van Jester WFO TBW Retirement RMS, GS-12

Douglas Pearson CWSU ZTL | Resignation Meteorologist, GS-12
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Southern Region Gains

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade
Jeffrey Michalski WFO ABQ New Hire Met Intern, GS-7
Barry Baxter WFO MFL Transfe from CR Forecaster, GS-7
Craig Sullivan WFO TSA Transfe from CR Forecaster, GS-12
Jason Runyen WFO LUB New Hire Met Intern, GS-7
Jonathan LHowell WFO MEG New Hire Met Intern, GS-7
Donald Burkhardt WFO AMA Transfer from ER El Tech, GS-10
Frank Kielnecker WFO EPZ Transfer from ER HMT, GS-10

Within Region Transfersg/Actions

Name To (Office) Action/Transfer To Title/Grade

Gregay Garret WFO MEG Reassignment from JAN ITO, GS-13

David Matson WFO OHX Reassigment fran MRX Forecaster, GS-12

Clark Safford WFO FFC Promoton from FFC ITO, GS-12

Erin Maxwdl WFO OUN Reassignment from OUN | Forecaster, GS-5

Chad Entremont WFO JAN Reassignment from JAN Senior Forecaster, GS-12
Matthew Foster WFO SHV Reassignment from SHV ITO, GS-13
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