
have already worked 
some severe weather, the 
season is just getting 
started and we anticipate 
being quite busy.  As al-
ways we expect to work 
closely with our partners 
and customers who be-
come critical team mem-
bers whenever significant 
weather events threaten 
the area.  We appreciate 
everything you all do! 
 

If there is anything that 

you feel we could do bet-

ter, or if you have some 

recommendations on 

what changes are re-

quired, please let us 

know.  Feedback is criti-

cal in our business and 

your feedback is espe-

cially valued. 

Welcome to this yearôs 
edition of the spring 
newsletter.  Change, 
change, and more 
change seems to be the 
theme for the past 6 
months and into the 
near future.  Our office 
has recently modified 
itôs ñlookò, so if you have 
not stopped by recently, 
please plan on doing so.  
The operations area 
was recently changed 
and we now have the 
new Situational Aware-
ness System displays 
mounted on the walls for 
quick assessment of 
current and future 
weather threats. 
 

Another change in-
volves staffing.  At the 
end of 2007, we saw the 
departure of Mark Fra-
zier - Warning Coordina-
tion Meteorologist ï who 
was promoted to a Me-
teorologist In Charge 
position at Grand Forks, 
North Dakota.  Mark 

was replaced by Keith 
Stellman, who reported 
for duty at this office on 
in early December 2007.  
Many of you have al-
ready met or talked to 
Keith since he was 
forced to hit the ground 
running as our winter 
and severe weather 
events proved to be 
quite interesting thus 
far.  I believe everyone 
agrees that Keithôs tele-
briefing skills are excel-
lent and the information 
that he is emailing be-
fore significant weather 
events is helping first 
responders prepare for 
whatever mother nature 
plans on throwing our 
way. 
 

Change is always hap-
pening.  Everywhere we 
look there are signs that 
tell us that we are mov-
ing out of winter and 
that spring will soon 
take over our everyday 
activities.  Although we 
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     The ongoing strong La Nina, which continues in 
the Equatorial Pacific, has resulted in well below nor-
mal rainfall across much of the four-state region from 
November 2007, through the winter-time months 
(Dec. 07- Feb. 08). Many locations observed cumula-
tive rainfall totals of only 8.50 to 15 inches, which is 
some 3 to 9 inches below normal. However, Febru-
ary was the exception, where most locations saw 
slightly above normal rainfall, which did cut into the 
rainfall deficit. As a result, for much of this past Win-
ter 2007-08, the U.S. Drought Monitor maintained D0 
drought conditions across much of North Louisiana, 
Southwest Arkansas, and East Texas, before persis-
tent rainfall returned and eliminated drought condi-
tions in Mid-February. The February rainfall also con-
tributed to area lakes and reservoirs rising to near 
their respective conservation pool stage by monthôs 
end as well.  
 
     The following table represents the 4 month rainfall 
total (Nov-07 to Feb -08), their normal values, depar-
ture from normal, as well as the percentage of nor-
mal rainfall, for the official National Weather Service 
reporting stations in the four-state region: 

     La Nina also contributed to below normal precipi-
tation across much of the Southern Plains. This has 
already helped enhance an active fire season so far 
this year across Western and Central Texas. The  
images to the right (Figures 1, 2, and 3) represent 
the 90 Day Observed Precipitation (early December 
2007 ï early March 2008), as well as their respective 
departure from normal and percentage of normal, for 
the Southern Plains States: 
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Observed 

Value 
Normal 
Value 

Departure 
from  

Normal 

Percentage 
of Normal 

Shreveport      15.25 18.04 -2.79 84.5% 

Monroe 14.28 19.48 -5.20 73.7% 

De Queen 8.80 18.23 -9.43 48.3% 

Texarkana 11.57 17.05 -5.48 67.9% 

El Dorado 13.59 18.77 -5.18 72.4% 

Tyler 9.46 16.31 -6.85 58.0% 

Longview 10.09 17.16 -7.07 58.8% 

Lufkin 17.86 16.60 +1.26 107.6% 

Figure 1: 90 Day Observed Precipitation  

     Figure 2: 90 Day Departure from Normal Precipita-

Figure 3: 90 Day Percentage of Normal Precipitation  

Winter 2007 -08 Ends Drier than Normal Across the Four -State Region  
By Jason Hansford  


