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IMET Summary 2009

The 2009 fire season, in terms of IMET dispatches, was well below normal, with around half of the normal (10 year average) dispatches.  This was the least amount of IMET dispatches since the 1997 fire season.  Favorable weather, especially in the lower 48 states, combined with fewer Type 1 and Type 2 incident command team IMET requests for the 2009 wildland fire season resulted in the below normal IMET dispatch numbers.

Texas experienced the driest winter on record and IMET support to the Texas Fire Service centers in Granbury and College Station were again requested.  Service to these centers lasted for seven months, from February through September.  

The southwest experienced a normal to below normal winter and spring for precipitation, then experienced a below normal to much below normal summer.  However, a lack of fire starts and large incidents resulted in few dispatches to this area again for the 2nd year in a row.

A  normal to much above normal summer for precipitation in the Rocky Mountain area, Northern Rockies, Great Basin and the Pacific Northwest resulted in reduced fire activity during the 2009 summer in these normally active areas.  Washington state was the only state in this area to see below normal precipitation during the summer, but this was after an above normal spring for precipitation.

California did see some drying and Santa Ana wind events in the fall resulting in dispatches to that area mainly from August through October.

Alaska saw dry conditions through much of their summer and several dispatches to the Last Frontier during July and August.

Overall, 2009 was a quiet year for IMET dispatches with well below IMET requests from the Southwest, Great Basin, Rocky Mountain, Northern Rocky and Pacific Northwest areas.  

















IMET Dispatches
2009

	IMET
Home Office
	County Warning
Area
	Incident
Location, State
	Dispatch
	Return
	Days




Murdoch		FWD			Texas Fires 2009		2/5/09		2/20/09	16
Midland, TX					near Granbury, TX

Byrd										2/19/09	3/9/09		19
Jackson, MS

Goudsward									3/7/09		3/29/09	23
Little Rock, AR

Byrd										3/28/09	4/15/09	19
Jackson, MS

Lynn										4/14/09	4/29/09	16
Peachtree City, GA

Pendergrast									4/27/09	5/10/09	14
Melbourne, FL

Davis										5/10/09	5/25/09	16	
Tampa Bay, FL

Lynn										5/23/09	6/4/09		13
Peachtree City, GA

Rothfuss		MFL			Deep Fire			4/25/09	5/2/09		8
Miami, FL					near Miles City, FL

Quagliariello		GSP			Stoneyridge Fire 		4/28/09	5/3/09		6
Charleston, SC				near Cherokee, NC

Morford		MPX			EACC Support		5/1/09		5/12/09	12
Binghamton, NY				near Fort Snelling, MN

Bird			TWC			Canelo Fire			5/6/09		5/11/09	6	
El Paso, TX					near Sonoita, AZ

Balfour		LOX			Jesusita Fire			5/6/09		5/15/09	10
San Diego, CA				near Montecito, CA





	IMET
Home Office
	County Warning
Area
	Incident
Location, State
	Dispatch
	Return
	Days



Evenson		HGX			TFS EOC Support		5/7/09		5/22/09	16
Burlington, VT				near College Station, TX

Manuel									5/19/09	6/4/09		17
Blacksburg, VA

Ruthford		OTX			Naches Rx 2009		5/26/09	5/29/09	4
Portland, OR					near Naches, WA

Stubblefield		PSR			Pioneer Fire			6/8/09		6/13/09	6
Flagstaff, AZ					near Globe, AZ

Tonkin			EKA			Backbone Fire			7/7/09		7/21/09	15
Eureka, CA					near Willow Creek, CA

Clapp (T)									7/9/09		7/23/09	15
Sacramento, CA

Richmond		AFG			Minto Flat South Fire		7/8/09		7/22/09	15
Fairbanks, AK					near Nenana, AK

Fode (T)									7/8/09		7/20/09	13
Anchorage, AK

Ramey			AFC			Shanta Creek Fire		7/10/09	7/22/09	13
Grand Junction, CO				near Soldotna, AK

Jelsema (T)									7/15/09	7/22/09	8
Charleston, SC

Jordan			REV			Trailer 1 & Redrock Fires	7/16/09	7/21/09	6
Reno, NV					near Reno, NV

Murdoch		FWD			TFS Support			7/19/09	8/3/09		16
Midland, TX					near Granbury, TX

Frantz										8/1/09		8/15/09	15
Peachtree City, GA

Pieper										8/10/09	8/25/09	16
Southern Reg. HQ

Harris										8/24/09	9/4/09		12
Fort Worth, TX		

Byrd										9/3/09		9/17/09	15
Jackson, MS
	IMET
Home Office
	County Warning
Area
	Incident
Location, State
	Dispatch
	Return
	Days



Tobin			OTX			Johnson Lake Complex	7/25/09	7/30/09	6
Spokane, WA					near Nespelem, WA	

Bonk			PDT			McGinnis Creek Fire		7/26/09	7/30/09	5
Pendleton, OR					near Kimberly, OR

Decker			PDT			Cougar Creek Fire		7/27/09	8/3/09		8
Boise, ID					near John Day, OR

Tippins (T)									7/31/09	8/2/09		3
Adelaide, SA, AUS

Bunnag		MFR			Williams Creek Fire		7/30/09	8/14/09	16
Medford, OR					near Glide, OR

Carter			OTX			Discovery Fire			7/30/09	8/12/09	14
Spokane, WA					near Yakima, WA

Kriederman (T)								8/7/09		8/13/09	7
Boulder, CO

Redman		BOI			Eightmile Creek Fire		8/1/09		8/5/09		5
Boise, ID					near Lowman, ID

Paulson		AFG			Crazy Mountain Complex	8/2/09		8/14/09	13
Minneapolis, MN				near Circle, AK

Wachter		AFG			Railbelt Complex		8/2/09		8/17/09	16
Albuquerque, NM				near Nenana, AK

Smith			MFR			Upper Complex		8/2/09		8/5/09		4
Sacramento, CA				near Alturas, CA

Walbrun		MTR			Ponderosa Fire		8/3/09		8/9/09		7
Monterey, CA					near Jolon, CA

Tonkin			STO			SHU Lightning Complex	8/3/09		8/18/09	16	
Eureka, CA					near Burney, CA

Cerniglia		MFR			Tiller Fire			8/4/09		8/11/09	8
Seattle, WA					near Roseburg, OR

Decker			PDT			North Fork Complex		8/4/09		8/11/09	8
Boise, ID					near Ukiah, OR

Fode (T)									8/6/09		8/11/09	6
Anchorage, AK
	IMET
Home Office
	County Warning
Area
	Incident
Location, State
	Dispatch
	Return
	Days



Jordan			STO			Brown Fire			8/4/09		8/10/09	7
Reno, NV					near Fall River Mills, CA

Solomon		PDT			Cougar Ridge Fire		8/5/09		8/9/09		5
Pendleton, OR					near Wallowa, OR

Edwards		AFG			Hardluck Creek Fire		8/6/09		8/17/09	12
Jackson, KY					near Fairbanks, AK

Struthwolf		SLC			Big Pole Fire			8/7/09		8/12/09	6
Salt Lake City, UT				near Grantsville, UT

Thompson		LOX			La Brea Fire			8/9/09		8/24/09	16
Oxnard, CA					near New Cuyama, CA

Clapp										8/23/09	8/30/09	8
Sacramento, CA

Mehle			MTR			Lockheed Fire			8/13/09	8/23/09	11
Monterey, CA					near Santa Cruz, CA

Smith			EKA			Summit Fire			8/13/09	8/16/09	4
Sacramento, CA				near Stonyford, CA

Walbrun		STO			Yuba Fire			8/16/09	8/21/09	6
Monterey, CA					near Dobbins, CA

Lutz			STO			Elephant Fire			8/17/09	8/22/09	6
Medford, OR					near Quincy, CA

Chamberlain		GJT			Rathole Fire			8/23/09	8/26/09	4
Grand Junction, CO				near Vernal, UT

Gettman		MFR			Red Rock Fire			8/25/09	8/30/09	6
Medford, OR					near Fort Jones, CA

Balfour		SGX			Cottonwood Fire		8/28/09	9/1/09		5
San Diego, CA				near Hemet, CA

Prange			PDT			Microwave Fire		8/28/09	9/1/09		5
Seattle, WA					near Hood River, OR

Bean			HNX			Big Meadow Fire		8/28/09	9/7/09		11
Hanford, CA					near El Portal, CA

Ruthford		PQR			Canal Creek Fire		8/28/09	9/5/09		9
Portland, OR					near Detroit, OR
	IMET
Home Office
	County Warning
Area
	Incident
Location, State
	Dispatch
	Return
	Days



Mehle			LOX			Station Fire			8/30/09	9/13/09	15
Monterey, CA					near La Canada, CA

Thompson									8/31/09	9/10/09	11
Oxnard, CA

Meyers										9/12/09	9/19/09	8
Phoenix, AZ

Balfour									9/17/09	9/28/09	12
San Diego, CA

Struthwolf		SLC			Mill Flat Fire			8/30/09	9/7/09		9
Salt Lake City, UT				near New Harmony, UT

Balfour		SGX			Oak Glen Fire			9/1/09		9/3/09		3
San Diego, CA				near San Bernardino, CA

Szatanek		LKN			Southern Ruby Rx		9/8/09		9/11/09	4
Elko, NV					near Jiggs, NV

Weishaar		MFR			Boze Fire			9/19/09	10/2/09	14
Portland, OR					near Toketee Falls, OR

Clapp			STO			Silver Fire			9/20/09	9/24/09	5
Sacramento, CA				near Meadow Valley, CA

Haner			PQR			Tumblebug Complex		9/21/09	9/30/09	10
Seattle, WA					near Oakridge, OR

Carpenter (T)									9/24/09	9/30/09	7
Cheyenne, WY

Thompson		LOX			Guiberson Fire		9/23/09	9/27/09	5
Oxnard, CA					near Moorpark, CA

Bird			FGZ			Twin Fire			10/4/09	10/9/09	6
El Paso, TX					near Williams, AZ

Thompson		SGX			Sheep Fire			10/4/09	10/10/09	7
Oxnard, CA					near Lytle Creek, CA

Tonkin			EKA			Mill Creek #4 Fire		10/11/09	10/13/09	3
Eureka, CA					near Hoopa, CA

Pellerito		RLX			Bridge Day 2009		10/17/09	10/17/09	1
Charleston, WV				near Fayetteville, WV
	IMET
Home Office
	County Warning
Area
	Incident
Location, State
	Dispatch
	Return
	Days



Mehle			MTR			Loma Fire			10/25/09	10/28/09	4
Monterey, CA					near Santa Cruz, CA













































IMET Incident Response Summary
	YEAR
	FIRES
	ACRES
	IMET DISPATCHES
	IMET DAYS
	IMET HOURS

	1987
	143,877
	4,152,575
	87
	587
	8,218

	1988
	154,573
	7,398,889
	123
	912
	12,768

	1989
	121,714
	3,261,732
	58
	344
	4,816

	1990
	122,763
	5,452,874
	42
	264
	3,696

	1991
	116,953
	2,237,714
	29
	171
	2,394

	1992
	103,830
	2,457,665
	42
	261
	3,654

	1993
	97,031
	2,310,420
	15
	89
	1,246

	1994
	114,049
	4,724,014
	117
	954
	13,356

	1995
	130,019
	2,315,730
	27
	201
	2,814

	1996
	115,025
	6,701,390
	106
	781
	10,934

	1997
	89,517
	3,672,616
	15
	94
	1,316

	1998
	81,043
	2,329,709
	94
	951
	13,314

	1999
	93,702
	5,661,976
	81
	553
	7,742

	2000
	122,827
	8,422,237
	204
	1,565
	21,910

	2001
	84,079
	3,555,138
	112
	924
	12,936

	2002
	88,458
	6,937,584
	174
	1,490
	20,860

	2003
	85,943
	4,918,088
	152
	1,406
	19,684

	2004
	77,534
	6,790,692
	91
	662
	9,268

	2005
	66,552
	8,686,753
	103
	794
	11,116

	2006
	96,385
	9,873,745
	207
	1,920
	26,880

	2007
	85,822
	9,321,326
	185
	1,947
	27,258

	2008
	80,094
	5,254,109
	171
	1,781
	24,934

	2009
	78,792
	5,921,786
	71
	680
	9,520

	’87 - ’09 Average
	103,263
	5,292,590
	100
	838
	11,739

	’00 - ‘09 Average
	88,140
	6,942,165
	147
	1,317
	18,437













































There were 71 IMET dispatches in 2009, making 2009 the 8th slowest season in the past 23 years.  
Number of IMET man-years worked:  4.56 man-years (based on a typical 2088 hour work year).




2009 Statistics
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We are meeting or exceeding wildland fire agencies’ requirement in both distance and time.  The agencies want the closest resource (within reason) and they want them onsite in 24 hours or less.

	Average Distance From IMET Office to Fire
	382 miles

	Median Distance From IMET Office to Fire
	138 miles



[image: ]

	Average Time For IMET Dispatch
	10.5 hours

	Median Time for IMET Dispatch
	4.9 hours

	Note:  The dispatch times for swap outs are defaulted to “0” hours because there is no wait time on the part of the incident team as there is already an IMET on site.
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	Notes

	Average Number of Dispatches per IMET
	1.4
	

	Average Number of Days per Dispatch
	9.6
	

	Percentage of Dispatch Requests Filled
	100%
	Every request that was received by the National Fire Weather Operations Coordinator (NFWOC) in Boise was filled.

	Number of Trainees Completing Training
	2
	1 in Alaska Region
1 in Western Region




The majority of IMETs dispatched are from the Western Region.  Western Region also has the most IMETs.
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The majority of incidents over the previous 10 years were in Western Region.
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Incident Coverage 2009

	Region
	Percentage of Incidents Within Region Covered By Own IMETs
	Actual Number
	Percentage of Incidents Where IMETs Sent To Another Region to Cover
	Actual Number

	Western
	96%
	44 of 46
	0%
	0

	Central
	50%
	1 of 2
	33%
	3

	Southern
	88%
	14 of 16
	33%
	3

	Eastern
	100%
	2 of 2
	33%
	3

	Alaska
	20%
	1 of 5
	0%
	0

	Pacific
	No incidents
	--
	0%
	0

	NWS HQ
	--
	--
	0%
	0




Annual Peak IMET Dispatch Times
	Western Region
	15 Jun – 15 Sep

	Central Region
	1 Jun – 15 Sep

	Southern Region
	1 May – 15 Jul

	Eastern Region
	1 Jun – 31 Jul, 15 Oct – 15 Nov

	Alaska Region
	25 May – 15 Aug

	Pacific Region
	None

	Nationally
	1 May – 30 Sep
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2009 National Red Flag Warning Verification

	Region
	POD
	FAR
	CSI
	Lead Time (hrs)
	Number RFWs Issued
	Spot Forecasts

	Western Region
	0.88
	0.29
	0.64
	14.51
	1,041
	9,073

	Central Region
	0.92
	0.25
	0.70
	9.11
	1,495
	4,753

	Eastern Region
	0.92
	0.15
	0.79
	6.96
	1,017
	1,154

	Southern Region
	0.91
	0.24
	0.71
	14.47
	10,604
	4,992

	Alaska Region
	0.94
	0.24
	0.72
	18.87
	156
	609

	Pacific Region
	0.35
	0.00
	0.35
	2.80
	6
	74

	National
	0.91
	0.24
	0.71
	13.37
	14,319
	20,655



The national performance standard for 2009 was:
	POD
	0.86

	Lead Time
	10.15 hours



National seven year averages:

	POD
	FAR
	CSI
	Lead Time
	RFWs Issued
	Spot Forecasts

	0.90
	0.22
	0.72
	12.60
	14,748
	17,538
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The following are the red flag warning national performance standards for the next 5 years:

	Year
	POD
	Lead Time

	2010
	0.86
	10.40

	2011
	0.87
	10.45

	2012
	0.87
	10.45

	2013
	0.88
	10.50

	2014
	0.88
	10.50
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