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NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

TENNESSEE
SEVERE WEATHER
AWARENESS WEEK

February 22 1 February 27, 2009

‘\ The National Weather Service, the Tennessee Emergency Management
Agency and other supporting organizations are working together to help in
providing the public with information about severe weather safety. Advance
planning and increased awareness will help Tennesseans survive these
deadly storms. Governor Phil Bredesen has proclaimed February 22 - 27,
2009, as "SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK" in Tennessee.

As we move into Spring, now is the time to prepare ourselves for the

hazards and dangers associated with severe weather. Severe weather can
and does occur any time of the day and anytime during the year, but spring-
time is the time when the most life threatening storms occur.
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An EF1 tornado struck in the northern part of the
Big Stone Gap, VA on March 4, 2008. This was only the second tornado ever recorded in Wise
County, VA. The only other tornado in the area was an EFO tornado in Polk County, TN.

Are You Prepared? Do You Know What To Do?
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Tennessee Severe Weather Awareness Week Events
February 22 - February 27, 2009

Throughout the week, the National Weather Service, Tennessee Emergency Management
Agency and other supporting groups will conduct educational activities and drills to help people
prevent injuries and deaths from tornadoes, damaging winds, flash floods, lightning, and hail.
Each day of the week focuses on a specific type of severe weather or on the warning and drill
system.

Sunday, February 22 , begins the week by highlighting SKYWARN (Amateur
Radio Volunteers) and the Emergency Managers Weather Information System (EMWIN).

Monday, February 23 , will look at Severe Thunderstorms. Damaging winds from severe
thunderstorms are much more frequent than tornadoes in the Mid-South. These straight line
winds can reach well over 100 miles an hour and can be devastating.

Tuesday, February 24 , will focus on lightning, one of the underrated killers. All
thunderstorms have lightning and this hazard can be deceptively deadly.

Wednesday, February 25 , will emphasize Tornado Safety. Over and over again, people survive
tornadic weather by knowing weather safety rules and taking appropriate and timely actions. A
state-wide tornado drill will be conducted on this day. Schools and state, county, and other
interested agencies are encouraged to participate and help everyone learn life saving rules.
Thursday will be the alternate drill day if adverse weather is expected on Wednesday.

Thursday, February 26 , draws attention to hazards of Flooding and Flash Floods.
Flooding is the number one weather killer in the United States. Flash Floods are most prevalent
in the east half of Tennessee while River Flooding is more common in the western sections.

Friday, February 27 , will be the NOAA Weather Radio and Emergency Alert System Day.

Severe Weather Definitions

TORNADO WATCH:
Tornadoes are possible in the designated WATCH area. Remain alert for approaching storms.
Keep track of the latest forecasts and be ready to take cover if severe weather threatens.

TORNADO WARNING:
A tornado has been sighted or indicated by Doppler weather radar. Warnings mean that
severe weather is occurring!! TAKE COVER IMMEDIATELY!!

SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WATCH:
Severe Thunderstorms are possible in the designated WATCH area.

SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING:

Severe Thunderstorms are occurring with large hail and damaging wind. Move to your planned
place of safety. Severe Thunderstorms occasionally produce tornadoes with little or no
warning!!

FLASH FLOOD or FLOOD WATCH :
Flash flooding or flooding is possible in the designated WATCH area. Be alert.

FLASH FLOOD or FLOOD WARNING :
Flash flooding or flooding has been reported or is imminent. Take necessary precautions at
once.

URBAN and SMALL STREAM FLOOD ADVISORY :
Flooding of small streams, streets, and low-lying areas such as underpasses and urban storm
drains is occurring. Stay out of flooded areas.

For Your Information

This booklet contains materials useful during the Severe Weather Awareness Week
campaign and at other times, too. You are invited to contact the National Weather
Service, state and county emergency management agencies for interviews and for
answers to your questions. National Weather Service personnel and local emergency
management are available for weather awareness programs to civic and industrial
organizations, schools, hospitals, and others interested in weather safety.

Each county in Tennessee is served by a designated National Weather Service Office
as identified here:

Legend: Memphis | Nashville | Huntsville, AL| Morristown

Please contact one of the National Weather Service Offices listed
below if you need more information.

Nashville........cccccevvieinneen. Tom Johnstone..........ccccvvverunee. (615) 754-4634
Nashville........cccccoovviiinneen. Larry Vannozzi............ccccevevneeen. (615) 754-4634
MOTTIStOWN. ....ccuvvviriieeiie Tim Troutman.........cccoceeeviineenns (423) 586-8706
MOTTIStOWN......ccvvviiiiieiien George Mathews..............cco..... (423) 586-6429
Memphis........ccccceeiiiinnenn. Richard OKulski............cccccccenune (901) 544-0411
Memphiséé.. ééééeé..Jim Bell eséé. 0&¢&|
Huntsvill e, ALéééé. . é. . Michael €603
Huntsvill e, ALéééééé .vacant é é3508

Information Resources on the World Wide Web
For additional resources, the following web sites are available:

NWS Nashville: www.srh.noaa.gov/ohx
NWS Memphis: www.srh.noaa.gov/meg
NWS Morristown: www.srh.noaa.gov/mrx
NWS Huntsville: www.srh.noaa.gov/hun
Generic Site For All NWS Offices: http://weather.gov
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The National Weather Service in Morristown
www.srh.weather.gov/mrx

=y The National Weather Service Forecast Office in Morristown provides a
website that weather, hydrologic, and climate forecasts and warnings
&, strictly for East Tennessee, Southwest Virginia and Southwest North

‘) Carolina area.

What You Will Find On Our Website

e  Warning/Watch/Advisory Plot Map Updated Every
Minute

e  NWS Radar of East Tennessee and Surrounding
Areas

e A Web Page Designed Specifically With Spotters
and Emergency Managers in Mind

e  East Tennessee weather calendars
e  Storm Preparedness Information

e  Graphical PinPoint Forecasts - Within a 5 Mile
Radius

®  Detailed Text Forecasts

e  Hourly Weather Graphs of Specific Point

e  COOP Graphical Plots Around East Tennessee

e  Extensive Climate Database

StormReady Information

Advanced Hydrologic Graphics and Gauging Information
Fire Weather Information

Tropical/Hurricane Information

NOAA Weather Radio Sites and Frequencies

And So Much More!

Emergency Managers Page

Our office has designed a web page with Emer-
gency Managers and hazardous weather deci-
sion makers in mind. We have tried to include
all information that these decision makers
would need to stay ahead of any hazardous
weather that may be approaching the region.
This web page can be found at
www.srh.noaa.gov/mrx/skywarn/empage.php .
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ormReady

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

StormReady is a nationwide community
preparedness program that uses a grassroots
approach to help communities develop plansto  *Have more than one way to receive severe
handle all types of severe weather, from weather warnings and forecasts to alert the
tornadoes to tsunamis. The program encourages public.
communities to take a new, proactive approach
to improving local hazardous weather operations *Create a system that monitors weather locally.
by providing emergency managers with clear cut
guidelines on how to improve their hazardous *Promote the importance of public readiness
weather operations. through community seminars.

The following East Tennessee counties are

emergency operations center.

StormReady: *Develop a formal hazardous weather plan,

Bradley which includes training severe weather spotters,
Hamilton and holding emergency exercises.

Jefferson

Knox For more information on what is required for your

McMinn community or county, contact Tim Troutman at
Morgan (423) 586-8706 or George Mathews at (423) 586
Roane -6429

To be officially StormReady, a community must:  StormReady information is available on the
Internet website:

*Establish a 24 hour warning point and WWW.Nws.noaa.gov/stormready/.

SKYWARN IN TENNESSEE
The Eyes and Ears of National Weather Service in the field.
Sunday, February 22, 2009

SKYWARN is the program developed by the National Weather Service to recruit and
train storm spotters. SKYWARN spotters enhance the National Weather Service's
storm detection capabilities by identifying and reporting potentially dangerous weather
conditions. The SKYWARN program has become an invaluable link in the NWS
warning process.

Despite all of the sophisticated technology used in a modern NWS office, forecasters still rely on
storm spotters. Doppler radar may indicate that a storm may be producing large hail, damaging
winds or even a tornado, but it cannot tell exactly what's happening on the ground underneath the
storm. Storm spotters, trained by NWS meteorologists, act as the eyes and ears of the NWS. Their
reports, radar data and other information result in the most timely and accurate warnings possible.

SKYWARN spotters in Tennessee come from all walks of life i law enforcement, fire or emergency
management agencies and citizens interested in helping their communities. A large number of
storm spotters are amateur radio operators, who volunteer their time and equipment to help the
NWS detect and track severe storms. Amateur radio operators, or "hams", will frequently man radio
equipment at the local NWS office, gathering reports from spotters in the field and relaying the data
directly to NWS forecasters. SKYWARN spotters are volunteers i they receive no compensation
for their hard work. They do, however, have the satisfaction of knowing that their reports result in
better warnings which save lives. For more information on SKYWARN, or to schedule a storm
spotter class in your area, contact Tim Troutman or George Mathews at (423) 586-8706.



