The National Weather Service Presents

Timmy the Twister

Activities Book
Severe Weather Safety

Together, we can
learn how fto
be safe!




Timmy can help you learn how to<
be safe during severe

Weather Terms

SEVERE THUNMDERSTORM WATCH - A severe
thunderstorm (damaging winds of 58 miles per
hour or more, or hail three-fourths of an inch in
diameter or greater) is likely to develop in your
areq.

SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING - A
severe thunderstorm is taking place in
your area.

TORNADO WATCH - means tornadoes are
possible in your area. Stay tuned to the
radio or television news.

TORNADO WARNING - means a tornado is
either on the ground or has been detected by
Doppler radar. Seek shelter immediately!

FLASH FLOOD WATCH - means that flash
flooding (floods from heavy rain and/or melting
Snow causing a river to go over its bank) is
possible in or close to the watch area.

FLASH FLOOD WARNING - means that flash
floeding is actually occurring in the warning
area. A warning can also be issued as a result of
torrential rains, a dam failure or snow thaw.

Tornado Safe

weather!

IF YOU'RE OUTDOORS: If you hear the sound
of thunder, go to a safe place immediately. The
best place to go is a sturdy building or a car, but
make sure the windows in the car are shut. Avoid
sheds, picnic areas, baseball dugouts and
bleachers. If there is no shelter around you, stay
away from trees. Crouch down in the open area,
keeping twice as far away from a tree as it is tall.
Put your feet together and place your hands over
your ears, If you're with a group of people stay
about 15 feet from each other, Stay out of water,
because it's a great conductor of electricity. Stay
away from metal, clotheslines, fences, and drop
your backpacks because they often have metal on
them. If you're playing an outdoor activity, wait
at least 30 minutes after the last observed light-
ning strike or thunder before continuing.

IF YOURE INDOORS: Avoid water. It's a great
conductor of electricity, so do not take a shower,
wash your hands, wash dishes or do laundry. Do
not use a corded telephone. Lightning may strike
exterior phone lines. Do not use electric equip-
ment like computers and appliances during a
storm. Stay away from windows and doors and
stay off porches.

IF SOMEONE IS STRUCK BY LIGHTNING: Call
for help. Call 9-1-1 or send for help immediately.
The injured person does not carry an electrical
charge, so it is okay to touch them.
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