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Flight Services consolidation.

Lockheed Akartinwas awarded a contract late last
vear by the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA), to reorganize and consolidate weather
briefing operations performed by FAA Flight Ser-
wice Stations (FS5). The process continues, with
the usual growing pains, and will continue through
much of this year,

Future Aviotion Weather Forecosts.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAAY and
MNational Weather Service (NW5) are working to-
gether to develop a better way to get weather in-

text-based weather information, ATRMET s
(Airmen's Meteorological Information) have pro-
vided a broad-scale description of hazardous avia-
tion weather, Thiz summer, This enroute, aviation
weather product will be called Graphical Area
Forecast (GFA). The first part of a phased ap-
proach towards implementation of the SFA, will be
called "Graphical-AIRAMET" (G-AIRMET ), which
promises to provide a decision-making tool based
oh weather "shapshots" at
sherter time intervals, The
= G-ATRMET will be able o
identify hazardous weather
in space and time more pre-
cisely than text, enabling
pilots fo maintain higher
safety margins while flying
efficient routes. It will use
interactive and easy to un-

formation to the aviation community. For decades,

derstand graphical displays, which will depict
weather aviation hazards across the county. Test-
ing of the experimental G-ATIRMET will be this
summer, and then sent forward to the FAA for
regulatory approval.

Changes to Aviation
Forecasting in the
National Weather
Service.

The Mational Weather Service Tnstruction 10-813,
for the preparation of Terminal Aerodrome Fore-
casts (TAFs), is in the process of being updated
and will be out late this summer. One of the sig-
nificant changes will be to TAF writing. Currently,
a MW s TAF consists of the expected meteoro-
logical conditions significant to aviation at an air-
port (terminal) for a 24 hour time period. The
LS, definition of a terminal is the area within five
(5) statute miles of the center of an airport's
runway complex, Forecasters must also keep in
mind the Critical TAF Period; defined as the first
2-6 hours of the TAF. Ower the past sewveral
vears, if information sources, such as surface ob-
servations, were missing, unreliable, or not com-
plete, forecasters could NIL a TAF, ie. stop writ-
ing a TAF, due fo not khowing the latest weather
information. Mow forecasters will append NIL
AMD to the end of a TAF. A NIL TAF should not
be issued, with one exception. In cases where ob-
servations have been missing (i.e. ho observation at
all due to fotal Automated Surface Observing
System-ASOS failure) for extended periods of
time (i.e. more than one TAF cycle of six hours),
and the total observation concept cannot provide
sufficient information to construct a TAF (e.q.
data sparse regions) then a NIL TAF may be used.
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