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by Tim Tinsley, Senior Forecaster 
There were two significant winter storms that affected the 
South Plains, the Southern Panhandle, and Rolling Plains 
during the winter of 2000-2001. The impact from each storm 
resulted from the amount of precipitation and the spectrum 
of wintry precipitation which occurred. 
The first storm occurred around the Christmas holiday from 
December 25th to the 27th yielding some of the heaviest 
snowfall amounts over the region since 1983.  The 
precipitation initially began as freezing rain on the 25th and 
changed to a mixture of freezing rain, sleet, and snow during 
the early morning hours of the 26th.  This mixture changed 
over to all snow around daybreak of the 26th.  With power 
lines and poles down due to the amount of snow (8 to 12 
inches on average) and ice (one to three quarters of an inch 
thick), this winter storm produced around one million 
dollars in damage and crippled travel in the region. 
The second storm occurred January 27th-28th, 2001. This 
storm produced more ice as heavy freezing rain occurred 
during the morning and afternoon of the 

27th. Ice accumulation of ½ to 1 inch was widespread 
across the region. The precipitation changed over to 
snow with 1 to 3 inches over most of the area except 
for near 8 inches in the southwest Panhandle. The 
property damage from this storm was estimated at one 
quarter of a million dollars.            (continued on page 2) 
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Fast Fact 

A major winter storm can last for several days and be accompanied by high 
winds, freezing rain or sleet, heavy snowfall, and cold temperatures. People 
can become trapped at home, without utilities or other services.  
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