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La Nina
Forecast

For the second win-
ter in row, La Mita
affected our weather,
La Mina, which is
associated with
cooler-than-average
water tetnperatures
i1 the Pacific neat
the equator, usually
leads to wartn atd
dry conditions dut-
ing the winter 1 the
southwrest T3,
mince Mowermhber,
tnuch ofwest Texas
has expertenced
wrarm dry weather.

The extended out-
look from the
Mational Weather
service 15 for La
Mina to gradually
weaken, Howewer,
the long range
forecast predicts
tnore wartn and dry
conditions through
April.

Preparing for
Severe Weather
Season 2000

Mature Cumulonimbus NE5L Phota Callaction, NOAA Phato Library

Severe Weather
A wareness

Week 1n Texas

Gowvernot George Bush
has proclaitmed March
5-11 as Jevere Weather
Lowrareness Week in
Texas. In an official
tnethorandum, he re-
mitided Texans of the ter-
tible devastation and loss
of life it the tomadoes
that struck Oklahoma last
Ilay. Gowvernor Bush em-
phasized that no patt of
Texas iz immune to severe
weather, He urged local
govertnent officials to
wotks with achools, lihrat-
ies, the media, and civic
groups to help prepare
Texans for the vpooming
gevere weather season.

Severe Weather Aware-
niess Weekis a great time
to review your severe
weather safety plans.
Eweryone should know
whete to go and what to
do whet severe weather
strikes.

What's In This Edition...

Torrzdo Statistics by County J0th Aniv. of 1970 Lubboek Tosyiado
The Drouohit Worsere Spoiter Traiming Schediule 2000
Lo Nivzz Porecast Severe Weathor Lav at Heese
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2000 Spotter Training Schedule

[as of 201 5007

Feb 17 Silverton  Tpm City Hall
Feb 28 Eath T30 pm Fire Dept.

Mr 6 Post  Tpen Fire Dept.

B 7 Tayton Tpm Comsnmty Center

Mir 9 Ramsomn Cargron T Fire Dept.

Mr 13 Pammer Co. (Bowina Tpm  Bowina Fire Dept.

Mir 13 Shallowester Tpen Fire Dpt.

Mir 20 Matador Tpem Fire Dept.

B 21 Lyrn Co. (Mevr Home) Tpm Hew Home Schiool (pertat e
Lir 23 Plaireriewr (entative) 630 pen Fire Dpt.

Mir 27 Littlefield  7pm Fire Dept. ﬁ PD*EtﬂIHlfkﬂEmt{;ﬂﬂ“mdﬂﬂme’?

. mg. Intat, mthe average year, to
bar 26 Brovmfield 7pan Fire Dept. 200 penple die firmn the effect of 2 lizhining
Apr 10 Aspenmord Tpam Fire Dept. strike. In maryr years this s more than ether
A7 17 Floydads Fpen Fire Dept. hjnu;:'l.nesnrﬂ,aﬁsjwulfhnds kill L@d‘.;‘ljmg]s .

. . somehies usehil m stonn spottme becase o
Apr 24 Memphis ?EHP_m (3 BT can dhimmate finmels, tomadoes, or other
My 1 Morton, 7pen Fire Dept. cload feabares at mght.

Hote: Spprocarmately 100 additiceal clasces willbe schedinled. Check the ©Sknaram’™ section, of o
vreh page (wmavsth eaa govduh ) for the latest chedale.

39 42 49 26 34 19
16 70 '1;65 34 17 18

20 25 35’_f 17 12 17
Reported Tornadoes 1950-1999

Averages: On Caprock, 45 per coumty;
T Caprock, 19 per county.

NSSL Photo Collection, NOAA Photo
Library

The graphic above shows the number of reported tornadoes for the Lubbock NWS CWA (County
Warning Area), from 1950 through 1999. Notice that the numbers decrease significantly off the
Caprock over the Low Rolling Plains. This is probably due in part to a very low population density
over this area. Lamb and Hale Counties have the greatest frequency with 70 and 105 tornadoes
respectively. Lubbock County is a close third, with 67 tornadoes or about 1.4 tornadoes per year.
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Severe Weather
Awareness Day at
Reese Center

The Mational Weather Ser-
wice (MWWSY will join Texas
Tech University as well as
other groups in a day-long
severe weather promotion
at Beese Center on Satur-
day April 1. The event will
feature displays from
Tech's Wind Engineering
Research Center {including
their tarnadao cannon and
mini-wind tunnel), the
storm Intercept Team,
MWS, local TV stations,
Department of Public
Safety, the City of Lub-
bock's Emergency Manage-
tnent office, and American
Red Cross. There will also
be a kid's corner. Please

come out to Reese Center
between 10 am and 4 pm
on April 1 to learn mare
about severe weather im-
pact and safety.

NOAA Weather Radio

A new generation of NWE recewver allows you to pre-select the Mational
Weather Serwice alerts you want to recetve according to local geographic ar-
eas (counties or in some cases portions of counties). Look for NWE recerv-
ers with the SAME feature (Specific Area Message Encoding) which
means the recetver 12 capable of turning itself on from a silent mode when
the digital code 15 broadcast before the alarm tone 15 sounded for the ceo-
oraphic area you have pre-selected. If vou are only interested i warnings for
Lubhock county for example, you can program the receiver to actrvate for
warnings and watches in that county only.

The Lubbock MWE Office operates one transtratter, which serves the central
South Plams and broadcasts on a frequency of 162,400 MHz. The transmuitter
1z located 7 riles north northeast of Lubbock International Airport.

&8
: New Forecast Product

SOUTH PLAINS AREA TIME SPECIFIC FORECAST

The NS in Lubbock has begun ezuing a datailed, county-by-county weather forecast for
each of the 24 counties within our area of responsikility. 1t gives forecasts of sky cover, tem-
perature, humidity, wind speed and wind direction EVERY 3 HOURS for up to 24 hows. This
nevy "South Plaing Area Time Specific Forecsst" is iesued at Spm each day, then updsted
every three hours (ie, midnight, 3am, etc).

You can viewy thiz nesy forecast on ourweb page feassey b noaa.goedub) by clicking onyour
county on the map on the front page. If vou would like more infarmation about this new fore-
cast product, contact Lamy Yannozzi st 3068-745-3916, extension 223,

EXAMPLE

S0UTH FLAINE AREA TIME SFECTFIC FORECAST
NATIONALWEATHER SERVICE IVEB OCE TX
1H0 AN CST TUE FEE 15 A00

TXE03 3-036-039-041-16 030 0-

COCHRAN-CROSE Y- HO CELEY-TUBED CE-LYNN-TERRY- YOAEITH-
INCLUTDING THE CTITES 0F. . BROWHETELD. CROSEYTON . LEVELTAND..
LUBBOCE MORTOH. FLAINS TAHDEA

1H0 AN CST TUE FEE 15 00

FORECAST FOR TUESTMY
TIME SEY TEMF HUN WIND
JAM FC M40F &5 WD
GAN FC LS ™ WD
TAM FC WS &0 W0
NOODN FC UalS 30 HWI0
IFM FC RTMOS M0 WIS
6IM FC Te0s 30 SEO

OFM FC TS0S 40 ES
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Did You Know??

+ ‘While the NWS uses
many state-of-the-
art technologies, me-
tearologists still de-
pend heavily on
some traditional
sources for important
weather data, includ-
ing radiosondes car-
ried by weather bal-
lzons and manual
river observations.

¢ Early, accurate warn-
ings don't mean any-
thing If they aren't
received by those in
harms way. Be pre-
pared and listen to
MO &4 Weather Ra-
dio. The newest
models of WOAA
Weather Radio re-
celvers can sound an
alert for the county
in which you live,
and give you a warn-
ing even if you are
asleep!

¢ The National

Weather Service re-
lies on its partners in
EmMergency manage-
ment and the media
to help get out se-
vere warnings and
keep communities
safe.

Craught Condi-
tions exist over
the Southern
South Plains,
while abrarmally
dry conditions
persist over the
rest of the area
in northwest
Texas, Map
showing condi-
tions as of Feb &
courtesy of U5,
Abnormally Dy Drought Monitor
Drought First Stage
Droughl Severe
BN prought Extreme
El Drought Exceptional

Developing Drought on the South Plains

Precipitation dutitg 1999 waried widely over our area with both record wet and diy
months, For the yeat tost ateas recetved near or slightly above normal precipitation ex-
cept for the extreme east and sowth portions where significantly less than normal precipita-
tion fell. Another exception was the extreme notherest 3outh Plaine, which was wetter
that average. The latest Palmer Drought Bewerity Index showed our eastern counties in a
moderate drought with the rest of the area neat normal.

Reservoir water supply levels improved during 1999 at White Fiver Lake and Lake Alan
Herry. Lake Meredith (near & marillo) is the monicipal water source for many South
Plaing communities along I-27, including Lubbock, The water lewel at Lake Ileredith is
cuttently near an all time high.

Most of our forecast area is clagsified as Moderate to High Fire Danger. The Moderate
atea extends from Lubbock and Hale counties westward, an atea that received sigrnificant
snow ity December. Inthe southeast, King and Stonewall counties are designated Exdreme
Fite Danger. Fent and Stonewall counties have outdoor burnitg bans in effect. Without
precipitation, much of the South Plains area will trend toward High to Extreme Fire danger
by Ilarch,

ol moisture is near normal to slightly abowve across the soahern Panhandle. Fatther
south, soil moisture decreases with well below normal readings in the southern South
Plaing. Jince farming there is mostly diy land (not irtigated), any contining lack of sodl
moisture will greatly impact agriculture in that area

The long range forecast calls for more unseasonably wart and diy weather for the period
Febtuaty through Aprl. If that ocours, the drought situation and fire danger will become

MOre SEF0US.

See graphic on next page for 90 Day Precipitation Forecast frora the Clirnate Prediction Center.




The Lubbock, Texas Tornado  May 11, 1970

30 years ago this Spring, on May 11,
1970, tragedy struck Lubbock, Texas as
an F5 tornado ripped through downtown
Lubbock. Twenty-six were killed and at
least 1500 more were injured. The
tornado had winds estimated in excess
of 200 mph, and damaged or destroyed
a large section of the city, mainly north
and east of 19th Street and University
Avenue.

In the few moments between 9:35 p.m.
and the time the funnel lifted into the
clouds, the tornado devastated the
community along an 8 1/2 mile path. It
wrought havoc along a track that was 1
1/2 miles wide in downtown Lubbock to
one-fourth mile wide as it passed over
the Weather Bureau Office located at
the Lubbock Airport.

The twister was responsible for 125
million dollars in damage with an
estimated 15 square miles of the city
damaged or destroyed.

Phatos were taken from Matural Disaster Survey 70-1, and are courtesy
of the Lubbock Avalanche Journal,

£

BT o R e

Shaded area shows tornado path. Crosses represent
fatalities.

BE PREPARED!

This storm which was so
destructive 30 years ago is a
reminder of how vulnerable we
are to deadly tornadoes on the
High Plains, and how serious we
should be about severe weather
safety and preparedness. Please
take time now, before severe
weather season, to ensure that
you and your family are ready.
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In This Issue...

Spotter Training, 1970 Lubbock Tornado, Drought Update, and more...

90 Day Outlook from NCEP's Climate Prediction Center

Climate Outlook
February-April 2000
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