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The
7998

Drought

&g of late Ootober, the
Crop hMoisture Index still
indicated "Abnormally
D" conditions over
most of West Texas.
Recent rains, although
spotty, have helped some.
The long term Palmer
Drought Index catego-
tizes tmuch of West Texas
as "Severely D",
According to this slow
chatiging index, as much
as dinches of rainis
needed to end the long
term drought on the
Aouth Plains, while 12 or
mote itnches is reguired
east of the Caprock in the
Low Rolling Plains

where the situation is
mnach worse, listed as
"Extremely Diy".

Continued on Page 4.
(Lasi Page)

WILL LA NINA CONTINUE THE DROUGHT??

It appears likely, in a nutshell Indications are that a mild La Mina will continue
to occur ower the next several months. La Mina typically results in waremer and

drier than average condiions m

“West Texas.

The National Weather Service

expects warmer and drier than

average weather on the

Plainz over the 5 month penod
from MNowember through nest

Ilarch.

La Mina 15 basically the

of Bl Mine., Dunng La Mina, the
eruatonial waters m the Pacific
ate caafer than average, whereas
m El Mine, those waters are
wartner than average. For more
details on La Mina and the Texas drought, see the INOA A Chmate Dhagnostic
Center's web site (www cdo noaa gow T Hdrought!).
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This picture shows the area affected mosthy
drought (as of late Oct.) according to the Palmer
Drought Index.

EL NINO RECAP

WS forecasts from the Summer and Fall, 1997, for abowe average
preciptation across the South Plains during the '97-98 Winter venfied very
well In Lubbock, precipitation from 11097 through 3/98 was 554 mches,
which 1z about B0% above averige. The average amount for most South
Plainz communities was & 27 mches, which 13 about 82% abave average.
Of course, much of thiz seems like ancient history because the rains ended in
mid-Iarch when a long extremely dry peniod began,
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Twister - Winter ‘9§ - ‘99

AWIPS
ANTICIPATION

The NW3 Office in Lubbock will soon recerve
a new computer system. This system, nick-
named AWIPS, (the Advanced Weather I-
niteractive Processing Systen)) will be installed
the week of December 7. Training for the op-
erational staff will oceur the following weelk

Thiz new system consists of 5 high-powered
workstations that will allow us to sittultane-
ously wiew radar, satellite, and current weather
ohservations. "We'll also review computer |
model forecasts, compose forecast products, AWIPS Workstations R
and issue warnings from AWIPE.

Internally, this iz a major change in the way we accomplish our job, and it should increase our effectiveness.
Externally, little if any change will oceour to our products.

NOAA Weather Radio 2000

& new weather radio system is comdng to a NW3 office near you.
With MOA A Weather Fadio 2000, forecasts and statements will an-
tomatically and instantaneously go straight from the W3S forecaster
tothe HOA A Weather Fadio 2000 and out onto the anways saving
waluable mitates. There will be no delay in critical weather informa-
tion and evet more timmely forecasts and observations. As soon as we
izsue a product, it will be inserted into the broadeast cycle. Also, as
soon as a product expires, it is inune diately withdrawn from the
broadeast cycle. This means that the broadeast will alwrays be fresh.

MWR CRS (Console Replacement Systeny)

The HO& A Weather Radio 2000 will allow us to program specific products to air at specific times. This will elimi-
riate the uncertainty of the old deck driven system. It will allowr us to make and publicize a broadeast schedule. Howe-
evet, significant warning information will always have a namber one priority on HOAS Weather Fadio and owerride
riormal progratiening,

NO& A Weather Radio 2000 will directly feed into the Specific Area Message Encoder (SAME) for use by specialized
receivers and the new Emergency Alert System (EAT). In the past, warnings and watches where alerted manually,
The marnal choosing and pressing of a series of buttons could lead to buman error causing mdstakes in the digital
code that is broadeast. Automation of the manual entey eliminates these errors and speeds up the process of broad-
castitig the warnings.

NOAA Weather Fadio 2000 will also allow us to free up staff to focus on the process of detecting severe weather and
providing accurate and titmely warnings. However, HOA A Weather Radio 2000 uses an automated computer voice
that will be a noticeable change from our current HOA A Weather Radio broadeasts. It will take some getting use to,
especialy by people who have grown aceustomed to hearing owr voices over the radio and have come to know us,
Howrewer, with the rapid adwancement in technology today, The National Weather Service alteady has plans for im-
proving the woice quality on the NOAA Weather Fadio 2000, We plan to begin implementing this new HOAA
Weather Radio techtiology at the Lubbock office eatly in 1999,




Twister - Winter ‘9§ - ‘92

WINTER WEATHER

Forturately, we dow’t recenve too mary winter storns in our avea. Howewer, when winter weather does strike,
it can be hazardons. If wou can’t postpone travel during winter storms, at least be prepared. &11wehicles

should at least hane: blankets - shovel - snacks - flashlight - sand (for traction) - hooster
cahles

National Weather Service Forecasts

Telephone - 745-4260
MOA L Weather Radio - 162.40 MHz
& Weh site - cra.nws.noaa.gov/mwslbh/index.htm

Road Conditions

Texas Department of Transportation - Fhone number - 300 452-9202
Texas Department of Transportation - Web site - www. dot.state.tx.us/her/mainhtm

Watch"Warning Definitions

WINIEE $TORM WATCH ... THEEE I 4 POSSIEILITY THAT ONE OF MOEE OF THE FOLLOWING WITTEER
WELATHER CONDITION:S MAY OCCURIN YOUR AREA: BELIZZARD CONDITICHS . HEAWY SHOW .. ACCTTMIT-
LATIONS OF FREEZIN G RAIN OR FEEEZING DEIZZLE ... OR HEAVY SLEET. WINTEE 3 TORM WATCHES ARE
MEUALLY ISSUED WITHIN 12 T 24 HOTERS OF THE EXPECTED CONDITIONS.

WINTER STORM WARNING.. ONE OF MOFE OF THE FOLLOWING WINTER. WEATHER ELEMENTS 4FE IMMI-
NENT OROCCURFING: HEA VY SHOW.. DANGEROUS ACCTMULATIONS OF FREEZING RAIN ORFREEZING
DRIZELE .. OR HEAVY SLEET. THESE ELEMENTS COULD CREATE CONDITIONS LEADING TO IMTTRIES OF
LOS5 OF LIFE. IF OHLY ONE WEATHER ELEMENT I8 EEPECTED. THE WAFNING MAY BE ISSTED 45 4N
"EVENT SPECIFIC" "WARNING, SUCH A% 4 "HEAVY SHOW WARNING" OF A "FEEEZING RATHN WARNING".

SNOW ADVISORY .. SHOWFALL OF GEMNERALLY BEETWEEHN 1 AND 3 INCHES I3
EXPECTED. THIZ MAY CATSE HAZARDOTS DEIVING CONDITIONS.

WIND CHILL ATATSORY. WIND CHILL VALUES GENERALLY COLDER THAN MINTS 20 DEGFEES F ARE EX-
PECTED.

FREEZING RAIN OR FREEZING DRIZZILE ADVISORY.. AN ACCTUMULATION OF ICE MARING ROADS AND
OTHERE EEPOSED SURFACES HAZARDOTS . ANDVOER CATSING TREE BERANCHES AHD POWEER LINES TO
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of the warmest if not the warmest year on record in recent his-
tory for the planet.
In This Issue... LaNinaInformation, AWIPS, NOAA Weather Radio 2000... and more!
The 1998
BProught
{continued from National Weather Service
Page 1) 2579 South Loop 289

The drought conditions in the Panhandle are

not neatly as severe. This atea received more
frecuent showers and thunderstorms duting

the spring and summer months. In fact, in the
northeastern sections of the Panhandle, near
normal conditions persist.

Despite the diy conditions, most West Texans
are expetiencing an wnasually long growing
seasof. Only the southern Panhandle and the
notthwe stern South Plains had experienced a
hard freeze as of this writing (mid Hovember),
while the rest of the area had seen only a light
freeze or no freeze at all Lubbock and West
Texas have contitnied to experience an unusu-
ally wrarm ywear. This is consistent with what
clitmatologists have noticed - that 1995 is one
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