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The National Weather Service and the Alabama Emergency Management 
Agency will observe the week of November 17 through November 19, 2008, as  
Winter Weather Awareness Week in Alabama as proclaimed by Governor Bob 
Riley.  We ask your help in spreading information to the public about winter 
weather preparedness. 
 
As a southern state, the frequency of  severe winter weather events is relatively 
low.  However, in the past winter weather has been a major cause of weather 
related deaths, injuries, and property damage in Alabama. 
 
Before we get into the heart of this winter season, we need to prepare ourselves 
for the dangers and hazards associated with winter weather.  Since the past sev-
eral winter seasons have been relatively quiet, the need to reacquaint ourselves 
with winter weather safety is much higher. 

               ALABAMA 
WINTER WEATHER  
AWARENESS WEEK 

November 17 – November 19, 2008 

Be Prepared for Winter!!Be Prepared for Winter!!  

Photo by: Bill McMillan   
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Media Conference Kickoff 
Winter Weather Awareness Week will begin with a media conference on 
November 17th  at 10:00 AM in the conference room of  Madison County 
Emergency Management Agency, 320 Fountain Drive, Huntsville, AL.  
Representatives from the National Weather Service, the Alabama 
Emergency Management Agency, and the North Alabama Emergency 
Management Agencies will be on hand to officially recognize the beginning 
of Winter Weather Awareness Week in Alabama. 

Cold Winter Facts for Alabama 

     Alabama is no stranger to winter’s deadly grip.  
Historically, severe winter weather conditions can 
affect some or all of the state.  Alabama has been 
fortunate during the past several winters and has only 
experienced a few significant winter storm threats, 
primarily over northern portions of the state. 
     One of the most tragic outbreaks of cold weather 
in Alabama occurred January 10-18, 1982, when 20 
people died and 300 were injured.  16,000 people 
were forced into emergency shelters and storm  
damage totaled 78 million dollars.  The arctic  
outbreak of December 19-21, 1981, took the lives of 
at least 2 people in unheated homes and at least 17 
people suffered injuries caused by slipping and falling 
on ice. 
     At least 5 people perished in the extreme cold of 
January 19-22, 1985, that rewrote low temperature 
records over much of Alabama.  This storm brought 
ice accumulations up to one foot in Lauderdale 
County.  Bridges were coated with ice well into  
Central Alabama and four people were killed in  
traffic accidents on icy roads. 
     An outbreak of severe cold occurred December 
22-25, 1989, killing five people in Alabama.  Low  

temperatures for two consecutive nights dropped to 
the 0 to –5 degree range over the northern third of 
Alabama and into the single digits along the Gulf 
Coast.  Daytime high temperatures reached only into 
the teens.  Brisk northerly winds created wind chills 
ranging from 0 degrees to  15 degrees below zero 
across the entire state.  
     Just over 10 years ago in March, 1993, the state 
was held in the grip of record cold and snow.  Much 
of the state was completely paralyzed when more than 
a foot of snow blanketed Central Alabama.  The 
strong winds that accompanied the heavy, wet snow 
downed trees and power lines leaving many people 
without power for days.  Record cold followed the 
snowfall from the “Storm of the Century”.  Activities 
came to a halt for several days until the snow began 
to melt and emergency equipment could begin to 
clear the roadways.  When it was over, 14 people had 
died and an unknown number of people were injured.  
Property damage exceeded 50 million dollars.  During 
the winter storm, the American Red Cross in  
Alabama sheltered over 12,000 people in 108 
 facilities and served over 36,000 meals. 

Special Thanks 
 
 Winter Weather Awareness Week in Alabama is one of three annual awareness 
campaigns intended to draw attention to weather hazards.  This week focuses on win-
ter weather threats such as ice, snow, and severe cold.  The National Weather Service 
leads in this event, but additional important partners have joined us to improve the 
public service effort. 
 
 In recognition of their commitment to public service and safety, the National 
Weather Service would like to recognize the Alabama Emergency Management 
Agency for contributing in meaningful ways to the 2008 edition of Winter Weather 
Awareness Week in Alabama.  
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For Your Information 
     This booklet contains materials useful during the Winter Weather Awareness Week 
campaign and at other times, too.  You are invited to contact the National Weather 
Service, state and county emergency management agencies, and local Red Cross  
chapters for interviews and for answers to your questions.  National Weather Service 
personnel, local emergency management and nearby Red Cross Chapter are available 
for weather awareness programs to civic and industrial organizations, schools,  
hospitals, and others interested in weather safety.   

 
Each county in Alabama is served by a designated 
National Weather Service Office as identified here: 
 
 Birmingham  
 
 Huntsville 
 
 Mobile 
 
 Tallahassee, FL 
  

 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Jason B. Wright or Jim Stefkovich     Birmingham  205-664-3010 
 
Tim Troutman or Mike Coyne            Huntsville  256-890-8503 
  
Gary Beeler or  David McShane  Mobile   334-633-6443 
 
Bob Goree or Paul Duval   Tallahassee, FL 850-942-8999  
 
For the Alabama Emergency Management Agency, contact from across the state 
can be made with: 
Yasamie Richardson  Clanton   205-280-2275 
 
For the American Red Cross, contact from across the state can be made with: 
Cindy Bahri    Birmingham  205-458-8263  
 
  
  Information Resources on the World Wide Web 

NWS Huntsville:  www.srh.noaa.gov/hun 
NWS Birmingham:  www.srh.noaa.gov/bmx 
NWS Mobile:  www.srh.noaa.gov/mob 
NWS Tallahassee:  www.srh.noaa.gov/tlh 
Alabama EMA:  www.ema.alabama.gov 
Birmingham Red Cross:  www.redcrossbirmingham.org 




