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PUBLIC INFORMATION STATEMENT

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE AMARILLO TEXAS

0600 AM CST TUE DEC 11 2007
...TODAY IS WINTER WEATHER AWARENESS DAY...

THE TEXAS AND OKLAHOMA DIVISIONS OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HAS

TEAMED UP WITH THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE IN AMARILLO TO

DESIGNATE TODAY...DECEMBER 11TH AS WINTER WEATHER AWARENESS DAY.

THE PURPOSE OF WINTER WEATHER AWARENESS DAY IS TO FOCUS PUBLIC

ATTENTION ON WINTER WEATHER SAFETY AND PREPAREDNESS.

NEARLY 25 INCHES OF SNOW FELL IN AMARILLO LAST WINTER WHICH IS WELL ABOVE THE NORMAL SNOWFALL AMOUNT OF 17.9 INCHES. IN ADDITION TO THE SNOW…A FEW STORMS PRODUCED FREEZING RAIN WHICH COATED SURFACES WITH A LAYER OF ICE RESULTING IN DOWNED POWER LINES AND DANGEROUS TRAVEL CONDITIONS. 
SINCE 1950 IN THE TEXAS AND OKLAHOMA PANHANDLES...THERE HAVE BEEN

MORE WINTER RELATED DEATHS THAN FROM LIGHTNING...TORNADOES...AND

FLOODS COMBINED. SEVENTY PERCENT OF ALL WINTER RELATED DEATHS ARE

VEHICLE RELATED…EITHER WHEN WINTER WEATHER IS A DIRECT AND PRIMARY CAUSE OF TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS OR WHEN THERE IS PROLONGED EXPOSURE TO THE COLD ONCE A VEHICLE BECOMES STRANDED. IN FACT…WINTER WEATHER FATALITIES ARE LIKELY UNDERESTIMATED DUE TO CARBON MONOXIDE OR HEART ATTACKS ARE RARELY INCLUDED IN THESE STATISTICS. 

IF YOU MUST TRAVEL...YOU CAN GREATLY REDUCE YOUR RISK BY TAKING A

FEW PRECAUTIONS...

CHECK ON THE LATEST ROAD CONDITIONS AND LATEST WEATHER REPORTS.
LET OTHERS KNOW YOUR TIME OF DEPARTURE...YOUR EXPECTED ROUTE...AND YOUR EXPECTED TIME OF ARRIVAL. KEEP YOUR GAS TANK NEAR FULL AND AVOID TRAVELING ALONE.

CARRY AND EMERGENCY SUPPLY KIT THAT CONTAINS

...CELL PHONE...CHARGER AND BATTERIES 

...NON PERISHABLE FOOD AND WATER

...EXTRA BLANKETS OR SLEEPING BAGS

...EXTRA CLOTHING...INCLUDING COATS...HATS AND GLOVES

...FLASHLIGHT AND EXTRA BATTERIES

...FIRST AID KIT WITH AN ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF PRESCRIPTION MEDICATION

...BATTERY POWERED RADIO OR WEATHER RADIO WITH EXTRA BATTERIES

...EMERGENCY AND OTHER IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS.

...TOOL KIT AND BOOSTER CABLES

...TOW ROPE AND KNIFE

...SAND OR CAT LITTER AND SHOVEL.
THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE URGES THE MEDIA TO ASSIST US IN THE DISSEMINATION OF THIS WINTER WEATHER SAFETY INFORMATION. THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE IN AMARILLO IS GRATEFUL TO EVERYONE INVOLVED IN ENHANCING PUBLIC AWARENESS AND SAFETY.

FOR ADDITIONAL WINTER WEATHER INFORMATION…CONTACT YOUR NATIONAL

WEATHER SERVICE IN AMARILLO AT 3…3…5…1…1…2…1 OR VISIT OUR HOMEPAGE AT WWW.SRH.NOAA.GOV/AMA.
