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Winter Weather Awareness Day Slated For December 11th   

The Texas and Oklahoma Divisions of Emergency Management has joined the National Weather Service to designate Tuesday, December 11, 2007 as Winter Weather Awareness Day.  The purpose of Winter Weather Awareness Day is to focus public attention on winter weather safety and preparedness. 

Weather across the Texas and Oklahoma Panhandles is famous for it’s sharp outbreaks of extreme cold, often accompanied by ice and snow.  This year a moderately strong La Nina is in play.  As a result, the National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center is forecasting slightly below normal precipitation and above normal temperatures for the 2007-08 winter season.  While La Nina winters as a whole are usually warmer and a bit drier than normal…some of the Panhandle’s worst winter storms have occurred during La Nina episodes.  

In the Texas and Oklahoma Panhandle there have been more winter related deaths since 1950 than the combined total from lightning, tornadoes, and flash floods. 70% of winter-related fatalities are vehicle related, usually where winter weather directly results in a traffic accident or from exposure to the cold once a vehicle becomes stranded.  Many more indirect traffic related injuries and fatalities are tied to winter weather and poor driving conditions. 

The National Weather Service in Amarillo urges people of the Texas and Oklahoma Panhandles to take time now to prepare for winter weather.  This includes assembling a survival kit for your home in the event electrical power is disrupted and you become isolated in your home for several days.  It is also a very important to keep a survival kit in your automobile in the event you become stranded while traveling.  Preparing now can be a life-saving decision.  Please visit the NWS Winter Weather homepage . http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/winter/ or the Amarillo NWS homepage at www.srh.noaa.gov/ama for winter weather information. 

