PUBLIC INFORMATION STATEMENT

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE AMARILLO… TEXAS

200 PM CST TUE DEC 11 2007
...TODAY IS WINTER AWARENESS DAY IN TEXAS...

...THE COLDEST NIGHT IN TEXAS HISTORY...

...COURTESY OF THE NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE IN LUBBOCK TX...

FEBRUARY 1899 WAS A VERY COLD MONTH...THANKS MOSTLY TO A BITTERLY COLD OUTBREAK FROM THE 11TH THROUGH THE 13TH.  IN FACT...NOTHING IN THE HISTORY OF TEXAS QUITE COMPARES TO FEBRUARY 12TH 1899.

SOME OF THE COLDEST WEATHER THAT EVER HIT TEXAS OCCURRED ON FEBRUARY 12TH OF THAT YEAR.  THE LOWEST TEMPERATE EVER RECORDED 

IN THE STATE OCCURRED AT TULIA IN SWISHER COUNTY IN THE EXTREME SOUTHERN TEXAS PANHANDLE.  THE THERMOMETER DROPPED TO 23 DEGREES BELOW ZERO. HOWEVER...THERE WERE UNOFFICIAL REPORTS THAT WERE EVEN COLDER. WOLF CREEK PARK AND A SITE LOCATED SOUTHEAST OF PERRYTON…BOTH IN OCHILREE COUNTY IN THE NORTHERN TEXAS PANHANDLE…REACHED 30 DEGREES BELOW ZERO THAT NIGHT.
THIS COLD AIR SPREAD THROUGHOUT THE STATE.  THERE WERE EVEN REPORTS OF A THIN LAYER OF ICE COATING MOST OF GALVESTON BAY.

THE ALL TIME RECORD LOW TEMPERATURE THAT WAS ESTABLISHED AT 

TULIA WAS TIED YEARS LATER WHEN SEMINOLE...IN GAINES COUNTY 
OF WEST TEXAS... REPORTED A TEMPERATURE OF 23 DEGREES BELOW 

ZERO ON FEBRUARY 8 1933.

MANY TEXAS CITIES ESTABLISHED ALL TIME RECORD LOW TEMPERATURES IN FEBRUARY 1899.  THE FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF THE RECORD LOWS AT VARIOUS CITIES ACROSS THE STATE.

ABILENE... 9 BELOW ZERO… SET IN 1947.
AMARILLO…16 BELOW ZERO…SET IN 1899.
AUSTIN…2 BELOW ZERO…SET IN 1949.
BEAUMONT/PT. ART…11 DEGREES…SET IN 1930.
BROWNSVILLE…12 DEGREES…SET IN 1899.
CORPUS CHRISTI…11 DEGREES…SET IN 1899.
DALLAS/FT. WORTH…8 BELOW ZERO…SET IN 1899.
DEL RIO…10 DEGREES…SET IN 1989.
EL PASO…8 BELOW ZERO...SET IN 1962.
GALVESTON…8 DEGREES…SET IN 1899.
HOUSTON…5 DEGREES…SET IN 1930 AND 1940.
LUBBOCK…17 BELOW ZERO…SET IN 1933.
MIDLAND/ODESSA…11 BELOW ZERO...SET IN 1985.
SAN ANGELO…4 BELOW ZERO...SET IN 1989.
SAN ANTONIO…0 DEGREES…SET IN 1949.
WACO…5 BELOW ZERO...SET IN 1949 AND 1899.
WICHITA FALLS…12 BELOW ZERO...SET IN 1947.
